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Burnt vehicles at
Bandar Abbas. AP

IRAN

Daysafterblast,
fireextinguished,
tollcrosses 70

Dubai: Iran finally extin-
guished a fireMonday ata
southern port rocked by
an explosion as the death
toll in the blast rose to at
least 70 people killed, au-
thorities said. Satellite im-
ages analysed by The
Associated Press also
showed the devastation of
the explosion thatinjured
more than 1,000 people.
The photos from Planet
Labs PBC came as local
news reports from the site
raised more questions
about the cause of the
blast Saturday at Shahid
Rajaei port near Bandar
Abbas. Interior Minister
Eskandar Momeni an-
nounced the fire had been
put out, while health offi-
cial Mehrdad Hasanzadeh
gavethedeathtoll. AP

IRAN

UN nuclear
watchdog team
arrives for talks

Dubai: technical team from
the International Atomic
Energy Agency has arrived
inIran for talks with nuclear
experts, a foreign ministry
spokesperson said on
Monday;, as a follow up to
the U.N. nuclear watchdog
chief's visit to Tehran earlier
this month. “The delegation
arrived inIran and will hold
technical talks with Iranian
experts today, including on
safeguards,” Esmaeil
Baghaei said during a
weekly press conference.

Last week, Iran and the
United States held a third
round of nuclear talks in
Oman, where technical-
level negotiations were also
held. REUTERS

GERMANY

Merz's alliance
takes shapeashe
names Cabinet

Berlin: Anew coalition gov-
ernment is taking shape in
Berlin, with chancellor-in-
waiting Friedrich Merz
picking close allies and ex-
ecutives for his cabinet to
tackle Germany's economic
malaise. The deal accorded
Merz's Christian Democrats
the economy and foreign
ministries, their Bavarian
sister party the Christian
Social Union the interior
ministry and the SPD the
defence and finance min-
istries. The conservative
party Monday named util-
ity executive Katherina
Reiche as the country's next
economy minister and for-
eign policy expert Johann
Wadephul as foreign
minister. REUTERS

Voters line up at a polling station in Toronto, Ontario, on Monday. Reuters
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FIRE AFFECTS 50 HECTARES IN LESS THAN TwO HOURS

S KOREAN CI1TtY EVACUATES 1,200 DUE TOWILDFIRE

The South Korean city of Daegu ordered on Monday more than 1,200 residents to evacuate after
strong winds whipped up a wildfire and prompted the closure of a highway in the area due to con-
cerns about the blaze. The wildfire began at around 2 pm and had affected an estimated 50 hectares

in less than two hours due to dry conditions and constant winds, the Forest Service said.

Canadians vote in poll dominated
by Trump’s trade war and bluster

Trump repeats call for Canada to be 51st state, further boosting Carney’s support

PROMIT MUKHERJEE
& ROD NICKEL
OTTAWA,APRIL28

CANADIANS ARE going to the
polls on Monday after an election
campaign in which US President
Donald Trump's tariffs and mus-
ings about annexing Canada be-
came the central issue.

Trump's threats ignited a
wave of patriotism that swelled
support for Liberal Prime
Minister Mark Carney, who pre-
viously led two G7 central banks.

Carney and Conservative
leader Pierre Poilievre men-
tioned the Vancouver tragedy in
their final campaign events.

Carney's Liberals held a 2.7-
point lead over Poilievre's
Conservatives in national support,
according to a CTV News-Globe
and Mail-Nanos poll released on
Sunday. An EKOS poll on Sunday
suggested the Liberals hold a six-

CRUCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE AFFECTED

point lead, and projected the
Liberals to win a majority of seats
in the 343-seat House of
Commons and notneed torely on
a smaller party to govern.

Trump re-emerged as a cam-
paign factor last week, declaring
that he might raise a 25% tariff
on Canadian-made cars because
the U.S. does not want them. He
said earlier he might use "eco-
nomic force" to make Canada the
51st US state.

Carney has emphasized his
experience handling economic
issues makes him the best leader
to deal with Trump, while
Poilievre has tapped into con-
cerns about the cost of living,
crime and a housing crisis.

Trump, in a social media post
on Monday, reiterated his call for
Canada to become the 51st state.
“Good luck to the Great people of
Canada,” he said. "Elect the man
who has the strength and wisdom
to cut your taxes in half, increase

your military power, for free, to the
highest level in the World, have
your Car, Steel, Aluminum,
Lumber, Energy, and all other
businesses, QUADRUPLE in size,
WITH ZERO TARIFFS OR TAXES, if
Canada becomes the cherished
51st State of the United States of
America. No more artificially
drawn line from many yearsago.”
Standing on Sunday in front
of the Ambassador Bridge con-
necting Windsor's Canadian
auto hub with Detroit across the
border, Carney pointed to the
bridge as a symbol of peace and
cooperation between the two
countries for almost a century.
Poilievre has attracted more
young voters, focusing his cam-
paign more on living costs and
crime. "Time is running out, only
one more day to bring home
change so that Canadians can af-
ford food and homes and live on
safe streets," Poilievre said at arally
inOntario,Sunday. REUTERS

Huge power outage paralyses
parts of Spain, Portugal France

REUTERS
MADRID, LISBON, APRIL 28

A HUGE power outage brought
parts of Spain and Portugal to a
standstill on Monday, grounding
planes, halting public transport,
causing panic buying and leav-
ing the two countries scrambling
to restore power to millions of
homes and businesses.

Some hospitals halted rou-
tine work, some shops shut their
doors and the two countries'
governments convened emer-
gency cabinet meetings as offi-
cials tried to find out what
caused the mass blackout from
around 1033 GMT. Outages on
such a scale are extremely rare
in Europe. “We do not yet have
conclusive information on therea-
sons for this (power) cut, so I ask
the people, as we have done in
past crises, to inform themselves
through official channels,”
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez said inanational address.

Hospitals in Madrid and
Cataluna in Spain suspended all
routine medical work but were
still attending to critical patients,

People wait at Joaquin Sorolla train station after services were
paused due to a power outage, in Valencia on Monday. Reuters

using backup generators.

He said Spain's national secu-
rity council would meet again on
Monday evening to take stock of
the situation. There were traffic
jamsin Madrid city centre as traf-
fic lights stopped working, with
peopleinreflective vests standing
at intersections to direct traffic.

In Portugal, water supplier
EPAL said water supplies could
also be disrupted. The main

Portuguese electricity utility, EDP,
said it had told customers it had
no forecast for when the energy
supply would be “normalised”,
Publico newspaper said. Itwarned
it could take several hours.

Parts of France also suffered
a brief outage. RTE, the French
grid operator, said it had moved
to supplement power to some
parts of northern Spain after the
outage hit.

Suspect in
Vancouver car
attack charged
with murder

Vancouver: Canadian prosecutors
have charged a 30-year-old
Vancouver resident with murder
for killing at least 11 people aged
between 5 and 65 and injuring
dozens after he rammed an SUV
througha crowd ataFlipino com-
munity festival in the western
Canadian city, police said Sunday.
The man, Kai-Ji Adam Lo, was
charged with eight counts of sec-
ond-degree murder by prosecu-
tors in British Columbia and “fur-
ther charges are anticipated,”
according to Vancouver Police.
Lo appeared in court on
Sunday, hours after police arrested
him at the scene of the incident.
Court documents seen by Reuters
did notshowaplea. REUTERS

REUTERS

WHY WAIT UNTIL MAY, ASKS UKRAINE

* Putindeclares 3-day
May ceasefire to mark
80 yrs since WWIl win

Signal for direct talks should come from Kyiv: Moscow

REUTERS
MOSCOW, APRIL 28

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin on Monday declared a
three-day ceasefire in May in the
war with Ukraine to mark the
80th anniversary of the victory
of the Soviet Union and its allies
in World War Two.

The Kremlin said the 72-hour
ceasefire would run on May 8,
May 9 - when Putin will host in-
ternational leaders including
Chinese President Xi Jinping for
lavish celebrations to commem-
orate victory over Nazi Germany
-and May 10.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha, in response, said:
“If Russia truly wants peace, it
must cease fire immediately.
Why wait until May 8th?” A
ceasefire should be “real, not just
for a parade,” he posted on X.

The White House said
President Donald Trump wanted
a permanent ceasefire between
Russia and Ukraine.

Against a background of in-
creasing U.S. impatience, Putin's
move appeared aimed at sig-
nalling that Russia is still inter-
ested in peace - something that
Ukraine and its European allies
dispute. “All military actions are
suspended for this period. Russia
believes that the Ukrainian side
should follow this example,” the
Kremlin said in a statement.

Russia meanwhile said
Monday it was waiting for a sig-
nal from Ukraine to say it was
willing to hold direct negotia-
tions to end their war, but had
not seen any signs of movement.

Moscow and Kyiv have not
held direct negotiations since
March 2022, soon after the start
of the full-scale war in Ukraine.

The site of a Russian air raid in Donetsk on Monday. AP

Move likely
directed at
@® WhiteHouse

EXPLAINED

COMMENTATORS SAID
Putin’s move was clearly
directed at the White
House. It follows US
President Donald Trump’s
one-on-one meeting with
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on
Friday in Rome at the
pope’s funeral - hailed by
both sides as “construc-
tive”. The move also
comes as US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said
this week will be “very
critical” for peace talks,
reiterating his threat to
walk away if a deal is not
reached faster.

Meanwhile, North Korea con-
firmed for the first time on
Monday thatit had sent troops to
fight for Russia in the war in

Ukraine under orders from leader
Kim Jong Un and that it had
helped regain control of Russian
territory occupied by Ukraine.
North Korea’s unprecedented
deployment of thousands of
troops gave Russia a crucial bat-
tlefield advantage in Kursk and
has brought the two economically
and politically isolated countries
closer. The victorious end of the
battle to liberate Kursk showed
the “highest strategic level of the
firm militant friendship” between
North Korea and Russia, state
news agency KCNA cited the
North's ruling party as saying.
“We will always honour the
Korean heroes who gave their
lives for Russia, for our common
freedom, on an equal basis with
their Russian brothers in arms,”
Putin said in a statement released
by the Kremlin. The Central
Military Commission of North
Korea's Workers' Party said Kim
made the decision to deploy
troops under the comprehensive
strategic partnership treaty he
signed with Putin last year.

68 killed in US airstrike on Yemen: Houthis

NAYERA ABDALLAH
DUBAI,APRIL 28

SIXTY-EIGHT bodies were recov-
ered in Yemen and 47 others
were wounded after a U.S strike
on Saada hit a detention centre
hosting African migrants,
Yemen's Houthi-run Al Masirah
TV reported on Monday.
Saadais a Houthi stronghold
that has also been previously tar-
geted in U.S. strikes. According to
Yemen's ministry of the interior,
the detention center was hous-

Site of a strike in Saada on
Monday. Reuters

ing 115 African migrants.

U.S. President Donald Trump
has intensified military opera-
tions targeting Iran-backed
Houthi forces.

The Houthis, who have seized
significant territory in Yemen over
the past decade, have launched
numerous drone and missile at-
tacks on Red Sea vessels since
November 2023, claiming they
are targeting ships associated with
Israel in support of Palestinians
amid the conflictin Gaza.

Meanwhile, UN and
Palestinian representatives at

the International Court of Justice
accused Israel of breaking inter-
national law by refusing to let aid
into Gaza, on the first day of
hearings about Israel's obliga-
tions to facilitate aid deliveries.
Palestinian representative
Ammar Hijazi said Israel was us-
ing humanitarian aid as “a
weapon of war”, while peoplein
Gaza were facing starvation.
Israeli Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar said Israel had sub-
mitted its position in writing to
the hearings, which he described
asa “circus”. REUTERS

Israel flattens Rafah ruins, Palestinians fear plan
to confine them i in giant camp in barren ground

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
CAIRO,APRIL 28

ISRAEL'S ARMY is flattening the
remaining ruins of the city of
Rafah on the southern edge of
the Gaza Strip, residents say, in
what they fearis a part of a plan
to herd the population into con-
finement in a giant camp on the
barren ground.

No food or medical supplies
have reached the 2.3 million res-
idents of the Gaza Strip in nearly

Reuters file

Israeli soldiers in Rafah’s Tel
Al-Sultan area earlier in April

two months, since Israel im-
posed what has since become its
longest ever total blockade of the
territory, following the collapse
of a six-week ceasefire.

Israel relaunched its ground
campaign in mid-March and has
since seized swathes of land and
ordered residents out of what it
says are "buffer zones" around
Gaza's edges, including all of
Rafah which comprises around
20 percent of the Strip.

Israeli public broadcaster Kan
reported on Saturday that the

NEW LEADER OF 1.4-BN-MEMBER CATHOLIC CHURCH LIKELY HAS A TOUGH TIME AHEAD DEALING WITH A RANGE OF PROBLEMS

Budget crisis, declining church attendance doctrinal reform — what awaits new Pope

JOSHUA MCELWEE
VATICANCITY,APRIL 28

HEAVY IS the white mitre worn by
the pope. Whoever emerges from
the coming conclave as the new
leader of the 1.4-billion-member
Catholic Church will face amyriad
of problems. Among the pressing
issues are a widening gap in
Vatican finances, sliding church
attendance in the West, and de-
bates over doctrinal issues.

‘Fundraiser, not pastor’

The Vatican’s financial crisis
was one of Pope Francis’ last

headaches. Three days before his
last hospitalisation in February,
he ordered the creation of a new
high-level commission to en-
courage donations to the Vatican.

Although the Vatican hasn't
published a full budget report
since 2022, the last set of accounts,
approved in mid-2024, included
an 83-million-euro ($94-million)
shortfall, two sources told Reuters.

The shortfall in the pension
fund was estimated to total some
631 million euros by the Vatican's
finance czarin 2022.RevThomas
Reese, a Jesuit priest and com-
mentator who has written about
the Vatican's finances, said:

“They’re going to have to elect
somebody who’s a fundraiser, not
a pastor,” said Reese.

If the cardinals are looking for
someone who is familiar with
where to make funding cuts, they
may turn to Italian Cardinal Pietro
Parolin. But Parolin also led the
Vatican’s Secretariat when it was
embroiled in a scandal over the
messy investment of more than
$200 million in the purchase of a
building in London.

Decline in Europe

Across the world, the Catholic
Church has grown slightly in
membership in recent years.

Cardinals at a meeting in the Vatican on Monday. Reuters

CONCLAVE TOSTART
ONMAY 7: VATICAN

Vatican City: Catholic cardinals
on Monday set May 7 as the
start date for the conclave to
elect Pope Francis' successor,
delaying the secret voting for
two days so they can get to
find consensus onacandidate
before they are sequesteredin
the Sistine Chapel. The cardi-
nals set the date after arriving
for the first day of informal
meetings following Pope
Francis' funeral Saturday. AP

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

According to the latest official sta-
tistics, the highest proportion of
Catholics are in the Americas, with
64.2% of the population being
baptized Catholic.

Europe follows at 39.6%,
Oceania with 25.9%. Meanwhile,
many European countries are ex-
periencing declines. The German
bishops’ conference reported ear-
lier this year that only 29 new
priests had been ordained in the
country in 2024. They also said
321,000 German Catholics had
left the Church that year.

Doctrinal questions
Interms of doctrinal disputes,

military was settmg up a new
"humanitarian zone" in Rafah, to
which civilians would be moved
after security checks to keep out
Hamas fighters. Aid would be dis-
tributed by private companies.
The Israeli military has yet to
comment on the report and did
not immediately respond to a
Reuters request for comment.
Residents said massive explo-
sions could now be heard unceas-
ingly from the dead zone where
Rafah had once stood as a city of
300,000 people. REUTERS

Francis largely sought to open up
the Church to new conversations.
Topics such as women’s ordina-
tion were allowed to be debated.
The pope created two commis-
sions to consider ordaining
women as deacons, who are min-
isters like priests but cannot cele-
brate the Mass. One of the com-
missions has notyet completed its
work. Francis also allowed for
priests to bless same-sex couples,
on a case-by-case basis.

Cardinal Gerhard Mueller, a
conservative, said the next pope
should not be a successor of
Francis, but a successor of St
Peter, the first pope. REUTERS
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ONE-DAY ASSEMBLY SESSION OVER PAHALGAM TERRORATTACK

J&K House slams selective targeting of victims,
says outrage shows it is start of end of terrorism

Can’t control a terrorist with a gun, but
can end militancy if people with us,
that time has come, says CM Omar

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, APRIL 28

DESCRIBING PUBLIC outrage in
Kashmir over the killing of 26
tourists in Pahalgam on April 22
as “the beginning of the end of
terrorism”, MLAs across the
Treasury and Opposition Benches
in the Jammu & Kashmir
Assembly here Monday resolved
“toresolutely defeat the nefarious
designs of those who seek to dis-
turb the communal harmony and
progress of the nation and of J&K”.

“This House is mindful of the
sinister design behind the selec-
tive targeting of the victims of
this attack,” said a three-page
resolution unanimously adopted
by the Assembly, which held a
one-day special session Monday
in the wake of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack.

The resolution, moved by
Deputy Chief Minister Surinder
Choudhary, said: “Such acts of
terror (are)a direct assault on the
ethos of Kashmiriyat, the values
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Owaisi: Hindu

brothers killed,

Pak wants to

instigate riots
-

¥ AIMIM chief
and Lok
Sabha MP
Asaduddin
Owaisi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

DEMANDING THAT Islamabad
be placed in the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) grey list for ter-
ror financing, AIMIM president
and Lok Sabha MP Asaduddin
Owaisi said Monday that
Pakistan wants to instigate com-
munal riots in India and that “our
Hindu brothers were killed” by
terrorists in Pahalgam to send a
message that “non-Muslims
cannot” visit Kashmir.
Addressing a press confer-
ence in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Owaisi said, “Be
it ISI or ISIS or the deep state es-
tablishment of Pakistan, they
want communal riots between
Hindus and Muslims. The reason
why our Hindu brothers were
killed was that they wanted to
tell us that non-Muslims cannot
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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enshrined in our Constitution,
and the spirit of unity, peace, and
harmony that have long charac-
terised Jammu & Kashmir and
our nation.” The Assembly also
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

The Jammu and Kashmir Assembly observes silence in the memory of the Pahalgam terror victims, in Jammu on Monday. P11

It will be shameful on my partifI tell the Central

government that 26 people have died, now give me statehood...

OMAR ABDULLAH J&K CHIEF MINISTER

Cong leaders stray from party line
on support to govt, put it in a spot

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

THE CONGRESS'’S balancing act
on the Pahalgam terror attack is
threatening to come undone,
and thanks to conflicting re-
marks by some of its own senior
leaders. In the immediate after-
math of the strike, the party’s re-
sponse was measured, walking
the fine line of offering uncondi-
tional backing to the govern-
ment in whatever action it took

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at a Congress event
in Belagavi on Monday. P11

LAC disengagement
later, geotagging of
patrolling points, more
surveillance, patrols

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

INDIA IS in the process of geot-
agging established patrolling
points and other landmarks on
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh to aid easier
identification and demarcation
of its boundary with China,
which in turn would enable
smoother patrolling by Indian
troops while preventing clashes
with Chinese soldiers, The Indian
Express has learnt.

This, along with increased
surveillance, regular patrolling,
frequent interaction between
Indian and Chinese command-
ers at various levels and read-
justment of Indian troops sta-
tioned along the LAC are among
the tactical developments

Thefirst
® steps

EXPLAINED

DISENGAGEMENT OF
troops in Ladakh has al-
lowed the two countries
to take the first steps to
repair ties, frozen since
the PLA incursions five
years ago. A pointer to
this is the decision to
resume the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra in
June this year.

brought in by India in the last six
months.
On October 21 last year,
Indian and Chinese negotiators
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

BJP hits out:
Shameful,

do Kharge,
Rahul control
their party?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

ACCUSING THE Congress of
“speaking the language of
Pakistan” following the
Pahalgam terror attack, the BJP
Monday demanded that the
main Opposition party take ac-
tion against its leaders for mak-
ing statements that are “being
used” as “anti-India” propa-
ganda across the border.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, BJP national spokesperson
Ravi Shankar Prasad described
as “shameful” and “unwar-
ranted” remarks by Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramiah and
other Congress leaders, such as
Saifuddin Soz and Mani Shankar
Aiyar, and others linked to the
party, such as Robert Vadra.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

At 14, Suryavanshi storms into
record books with 35-ball century

PAGE1
ANCHOR

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI,APRIL 28

AS THE clock struck 10.30 pm,
10.2 oversinto their chase of 210,
Rajasthan Royals’ Vaibhav
Suryavanshi wrote his name in
history books by depositing
spinner Rashid Khan over mid-
wicket. At 14 years and 32 days,
he became the youngest ever to
score a century in the IPL. It was

Vaibhav Suryavanshi hit 11 sixes, 7 fours as Rajasthan Royals
chased down 210 target against Gujarat Titans. Rohit Jain Paras

also the second-fastest century
everin the league, in 35 balls. His
head coach Rahul Dravid, who
has been on a wheelchair be-
cause of aninjury, jumped up on
his feet to applaud what was
truly an innings for the ages.

In its 18 seasons, the IPL has
been the grand theatre of dreams.
Many “wonder boys” have come
and stolen the show. Yet, no one
has doneitin the most breathtak-
ing fashion as Suryavanshi. His
38-ball 101, with seven fours and
11 sixes, made short work of the
chase as Rajasthan hunted down

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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India, France sign
agreement for

procurement of 26
Rafale-M for Navy

The Rafale-M can operate from Indian
carriers with short deck and ski jump

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

INDIA AND France inked an
Inter-Governmental Agreement
(IGA) Monday for the procure-
ment of 26 Rafale-M aircraft —
22 single-seater and four twin-
seater — for the Indian Navy.

The procurement includes
training, simulator, associated
equipment, weapons and per-
formance-based logistics. It also
includes additional equipment
for the existing Rafale fleet of the
Indian Air Force (IAF), a state-
ment from the Ministry of
Defence stated.

The Rafale-Marine is a car-
rier-borne combat-ready aircraft
with proven operational capabil-
ities in maritime environments.

Officials told The Indian
Express that a key India-specific
enhancement will be that the
aircraft will be able to take off
and land from a short deck with
a ski jump, which is a feature of
Indian aircraft carriers.

INS Vikrant, for instance, uses

Indian and French officials
exchange signed copies of
agreement in New Delhi. P11

a Short Take-Off But Arrested
Recovery (STOBAR) configura-
tion. This means it launches air-
craft using a ski jump and recov-
ers them using arrestor wires.
French aircraft carrier Charles de
Gaulle has alarge, flat flight deck
design with steam catapults and
arresting gears.

Officials said that among
other weapons, ASTRA MK1 air-
to-air Beyond Visual Range
Missile will be integrated into
the aircraft.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

With tech & local help, forces close in on terrorists

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
& MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
PAHALGAM,NEW DELHI,
APRIL28

THE TWO Pakistani terrorists

suspected to be behind the killing
of 26 people in Pahalgam are be-
lieved to have entered Jammu
and Kashmir about a year and a
half ago as part of a group of infil-
trators from Pakistan. It is sus-
pected that the group entered
through the Samba-Kathua re-

gion by cutting through the fence
and has since been involved in
several terror attacks.

Their infiltration, sources
said, had been investigated ear-
lier too following certain terror
incidents in the Valley,and a sen-
ior BSF officer even received con-

siderable heat for it from the
Ministry of Home Affairs.
According to officials, teams
of the Army, the Rashtriya Rifles
and paramilitary forces are scan-
ning the upper reaches of
Anantnag, where the terrorists
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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e Leaders stray from Congress line

against the perpetrators and their
handlers while subtly flagging in-
telligence and security lapses.

Two days after the attack, the
Congress convened a Working
Committee meeting to further
thresh out a coherent and com-
prehensive political line so that
leaders known to speak out of
turn could take cues. No demand
for resignations was raised this
time; rather the exhortations of
support to the government were
repeated.

In the wake of the Pathankot
and Uriattacksin2016,asalso the
Pulwama attack in 2019, in com-
parison, the Congress had aggres-
sively targeted the government,
talking about failures, and argued
that ministers concerned could
not shrug off responsibility and
accountability.

But then came the remark by
Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, saying a war
should be avoided, even as his
Telangana counterpart Revanth
Reddy urged the government to
push ahead and take over Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir. On Monday,
noting that the Indus waters were
a lifeline for Pakistan, long-time
Congress leader from Kashmir
Saifuddin Soz said that India
should take Pakistan’s word that
itwas not involved in the attack.

As the BJP pounced on the
statements, the Congress was
backfacingits eternal dilemma. It
cannotappear not tobackastrong
counter-response to Pakistan by
the government, but not come
across as war mongering. Ithas to
be seen backing the government
at a time of crisis but must also
pinpoint security and intelligence
failures to make a political point.

In a damage control exercise,
Congress communications in-
charge Jairam Ramesh posted
Monday that the party had made
its stand clear at the CWC meet-
ing as well as at the all-party
meeting called by the govern-
ment. Still, he added, “some
Congress leaders have been
speaking to the media”. “They
speak for themselves and do not
reflect the INC's views. There
should be absolutely no doubt
whatsoever at this most sensitive
of times that the CWCresolution,
the views expressed by Shri
Mallikarjun Kharge and Shri
Rahul Gandhi (at the all-party
meeting)and the views of autho-
rised AICC office-bearers ALONE
represent the position of the INC,”
Ramesh said.

With public opinion harden-
ing against the neighbouring
country after the Pahalgam attack,
the wariness of the Congress - of-
tenaccused of being “soft” on ter-
ror and Pakistan by the BJP —is un-
derstandable. Earlier, after the

Congress had questioned the gov-
ernmentover the Uri attack, party
leaders such as Digvijaya Singh
had gone on to raise doubts re-
garding the surgical strikes carried
out by the Modi government inre-
sponse.

The BJP had accused the |

Congress of not stopping at “in-
sulting” the armed forces, blinded

by its “hate” for Prime Minister |
- ures taken by the Narendra Modi

With another string of |
Assembly elections beginning at
the end of this year, the party this

Narendra Modi.

time was cautious. The CWC res-

olution made the point about
lapses but after noting the difficul- |
. ing to state governments to en-
out pointing fingers at anyone.

ties of the task at hand and with-

“Pahalgamis known tobe a heav-

ily guarded area, secured by a |
three-tier security arrangement.
Itisimperative thatacomprehen-
siveanalysisis conductedintothe |
intelligence failures and security !
lapses thatenabled suchanattack |
in a Union Territory — an area di- |
rectly under the purview of the |
Union Home Ministry. These |
questions must be raised in the
larger public interest. This is the |
onlyway justice can truly be seen
to be served...,” the resolution
- outpouring of moral and mate-

Prime Minister Narendra '
Modi’s decision to skip the all-
party meeting on the Pahalgam |
attack, as he travelled to Assembly |
election-bound Bihar to inaugu-
rate government programmes,
was remarked upon by the |
Congress too. Butitwasnotmade
an issue by the party, with both
Kharge and Gandhi attending the
- Tarigami (CPI-M) also spoke dur-

However, this carefully crafted
narrative is now slipping. In his
statements on the attack, |
Siddaramaiah first said: “Itis not

said.

meeting.

necessary to wage a war on
Pakistan... We are notin favour of
war. To ensure peace in Kashmir,
security should be strengthened.”
His Cabinet colleague R B
Timmapur added to this saying he
did not think terrorists had asked
for the religion of victims before
shooting them.

On Monday, the Karnataka
CM claimed he had been mis-
quoted and what he wanted to say
was that “no one is in favour of
war”. A senior Congress leader
said that while what Siddara-
maiah said may have been right,
“Thisis not the time to say all that.”
Soz said Pakistan’s “word” should
be accepted that “it was not in-
volved in Pahalgam”. “It can be a
situation that gunmen, terror-
ists... they sometimes go
berserk... So if Pakistan takes a
position that it is not involved in
the Pahalgam tragedy, my feeling
is that let us accept Pakistan’s
word,” he told PTI.

Techie duped of Rs 21 lakh

Pune: AnIT professional in Pune
was duped of Rs 21 lakh after he
was promised a high-paying job
in Canada. The victim was ma-
nipulated into making multiple

large transactions on the pretext
of completion of various visa,
travel and recruitment formali-
ties, police said Monday.
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~ J&K House slams selective

targeting of victims

endorsed the diplomatic meas-

government in the aftermath of
the attack.

The resolution cautioned so-
ciety and the media against
falling victim to attempts at “in-
flaming passions”, while appeal-

sure the “safety, dignity and
well-being” of Kashmiris, includ-
ing students.

Several MLAs said that dem-
olition of houses of relatives of
militants by security forces in the
wake of the attack could be
counterproductive.

Speaking about the condem-
nation of the attack by all quar-
ters, the resolution said that it
was for the first time that people
from Kathua in Jammu to
Kupwara in Kashmir were
united on this. “The spontaneous

rial support towards tourists
reaffirms the people's steadfast
commitment to peace, commu-
nal harmony, and the rule of
law,” the resolution said.
Leader of the Opposition
Sunil Sharma of the BJP, Congress
leader G A Mir, Sajad Lone
(People’s Conference), Waheed-
ur-Rehman Para (PDP)and M Y

ing the session.

Earlier, reading out the
names of the 26 killed in the ter-
ror attack, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said that “terrorism
will come to an end only when
the people are with us”. “Given
the public outrage... this is the
beginning of its end if we take
the proper steps.”

Pointing to the fact that
mosques in Kashmir had ob-

served a two-minute silence be-
fore Friday prayers in the mem-
ory of those killed in the terror at-
tack — for the first time arguably
in the history of Kashmir mili-
tancy — Abdullah said his gov-
ernment will strengthen this
public sentiment against terror.
“We cannot control a terrorist
with a gun, but we can end mili-
tancy if people are with us. I think
that time has come," he said.

Expressing their “full solidar-
ity with the victims and their
families”, the MLAs also remem-
bered “the supreme sacrifice of
(pony wallah) Shaheed Syed Adil
Hussain Shah, who, while
bravely attempting to save
tourists, laid down his life”.

Abdullah added that he will
not use the tragedy to press for
statehood. Under the UT’s rules
of governance, the control of the
police is with the Lieutenant
Governor and, in the wake of the
Pahalgam attack, some have
urged that this be transferred to
the state government.

But, the National Conference
vice-president, who had been
under pressure from the
Opposition on the statehood is-
sue, said: “After Pahalgam, with
what face can I ask for state-
hood? We have talked about
statehood in the pastand will do
soin the future too, but it will be
shameful on my partif I tell the
Central government that 26 peo-
ple have died, now give me state-
hood... Do you think that my
politics is so cheap?”

Abdullah added that he felt
personally responsible for what
had happened in Baisaran.
Saying he was at aloss for words,
the CM said: “As Minister for

Tourism, I had invited them.
Being a host, it was my duty to
send them back safely. I could
notdoit.”

Abdullah said the reason be-
hind convening a special J&K
Assembly session was that nei-
ther Parliament nor any other
House of the country could un-
derstand the pain of the 26 fam-
ilies more. “Speaker sahib, those
people sitting around you have
alsolost someone or the other to
terrorism. Our sister (the BJP’s)
Shagun Parihar, (NC minister)
Sakina Itoo, (People’s Conference
chairman) Sajad Lone, (NClegis-
lator) Qaysar Jamshaid...
Somebody lost their father, un-
cle... The House also remembers
the deadly attack on the J&K
Assembly complex on October 1,
2001, that left 40 people dead.”

Referring to the outpouring
of anger against the Pahalgam
attack, Lone said the blood of so
many killed in Kashmir over the
past more than three decades
has “finally awakened the whole
Kashmiri community”.

“This has happened for the
first time. We also salute rela-
tives of the deceased who, de-
spite their loss, have created such
an environment of harmony that
even the face of a Kashmiri who
sacrificed his life saving the
tourists (Adil Hussain) is known
across the country,” Lone said.

Requesting the Speaker toin-
clude the names of all those who
“got martyred” at Pahalgam in
obituary references for
Assembly records, Lone said:
“We have been watching this vi-
olence for 37 years and it is a re-
ality that this violence had got
acceptance... What we saw

e India, France deal for procurement of 26 Rafale-M

The deal for 26 Rafale-M
fighter jets, estimated at over Rs
63,000 crore, includes four trainer
aircraft. The agreement includes
Transfer of Technology for inte-
gration of indigenous weaponsin
India.

Italsoincludes setting up of a
production facility for Rafale fuse-
lage as well as Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul facilities for
aircraft engine, sensors and
weapons in India.

The delivery of these aircraft
would begin between the next
three to four years and is likely to
be completed by 2030, with the
crew undergoing training in
France and India.

The procurement will boost
the Navy’s operational capabili-
ties, particularly with the MiG-
29Ks slated to be phased out in
the next few years. Procuring the
aircraft, however, is an interim
arrangement for Indian aircraft

e At 14, Suryavanshi storms into record books

Gujarat Titans’ total of 209 in
15.5 overs in Jaipur.

Suryavanshi from Samastipur
in Bihar, who grew up watching
videos of Brian Lara, has already
got many in Indian cricket excited
about his potential.

Posting on X, former chief se-
lector and 1983 World Cup win-
ner Krishnamachari Srikkanth
wrote: “At 14, most kids dream
& eat Icecream. Vaibhav
Suryavanshi delivers a fabulous
100 against one of the con-
tenders for IPL! composure, class
and courage beyond his years.
We are witnessing the rise of a
phenom. Indian cricket’s next
super star is here.”

Even before Monday night’s
knock, Suryavanshi had made a
mark.

Last November, he made
headlines when, at 13, he hit a
century against the Australia
Under-19 team off 58 balls. All
said and done, that was against
boys. Last week, with their sea-

son struggling to take off,
Rajasthan took a punt by send-
ing him out against Lucknow
SuperGiants, where he hit the
first ball he faced for a six to an-
nounce his arrival.

On Monday, he got off the
mark by launching Mohammed
Siraj for a 90-metre six in the sec-
ond ball before unleashing him-
self against Ishant Sharma, a vet-
eran of 105 Tests. He hit Ishant
for three sixes and two bound-
aries in the fourth over.

Still in his early teens,
Suryavanshi is a developing
batsman, so his range is limited
— itismostly in the arc between
long-on and square-leg on the
leg-side and between covers and
long-off on the off-side. With his
ability to pick the length early, he
relies on muscle power to smash
the white ball. Of the 11 sixes,
eight came between mid-wicket
and square-leg off the pacers and
the spin bowling of Washington
Sundar and Rashid.

“Be it fast bowlers or spin-
ners, [ love to hit them,” he had
told this newspaper earlier. And
at 14, he doesn’t complicate the
game plan. “My plan is always
simple —if the ball is there to be
hit, hit it. Don’t be in a double
mind,” he had said.

Once he got that big over off
Ishant, he was prepared for
everything that Gujarat threw at
him. It was a night where line or
length hardly mattered as there
was something inevitable about
the manner in which
Suryavanshi went about his

knock. Anything that was pitched
within his reach disappeared into
the stands, especially on the leg-
side.

In many ways, Suryavanshi
depicts the modern-day young
Indian batsmen who aren't afraid
of pace bowling. If anything, they
prefer it — using the pace to their
advantage. When Gujarat
brought on Rashid, he struggled

carriers — INS Vikramaditya and
INS Vikrant — until the Navy ac-
quires the indigenous Twin
Engine Deck-Based Fighter
(TEDBF)whichis currently under
development by the Aeronautical
Development Agency (ADA) un-
der the DRDO.

For the Navy's fighter jet deal,
the competition was between
Boeing’s F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet
and Dassault Aviation’s Rafale-M.
While both fighters had met the
Navy's requirements, the Rafale-
M had common spares and sup-
portas the Rafale jets operated by
the Indian Air Force,among other
advantages noted by the Navy.

In July 2024, the Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC) had ap-
proved proposals to procure the
26 Rafale-M aircraft.

According to the Ministry of
Defence, the procurement will
substantially enhance joint oper-
ational capability, besides opti-

— with little footwork and no in-
tention to use the feet to get down
the pitch, he appeared a sitting
duck. But credit to Suryavanshi for
not losing his head and not at-
tempting anything that was out
of his syllabus. With the required
run-rate under control, he had the
maturity to play Rashid safely. But
if Rashid pitched anything in
Suryavanshi’s reach, he seldom
needed a second invitation.

If Suryavanshi's father
Sanjeev was watching it all un-
fold on television, a few happy
tears would have been shed.
When Sanjeev was working as a
bouncer at a nightclub or at a
Sulabh toilet or the port in
Mumbai, watching young kids
play cricket in the storied maid-
ans, he had one dream - to make
his kids cricketers. So Vaibhav
would become that kid and
Sanjeev would leave no stone un-
turned. He would come up with
a net facility in their backyard,
where Sanjeev would bowl for

e With tech and local help, security forces close in on terrorists

are suspected to be hiding. A
source in Jammu and Kashmir
Police said they are using tech-
nical evidence and inputs from
local tribal communities to aid
in their manhunt.

The two Pakistani terrorists
have beenidentified by Anantnag
Police as Ali Bhai alias Talha and
Hashim Musa alias Suleiman.

Police have already released
their sketches along with that of
local Lashkar-e-Taiba recruit Adil
Hussain Thoker, believed to be
the third Pahalgam attacker.
Police have also announced are-
ward of Rs 20 lakh for any infor-
mation leading to their arrest.

Musa is suspected to be in-
volved in the Z-morh tunnel at-
tack in Sonmarg on October 20

last year, which left seven peo-
ple employed with a construc-
tion firm dead. Sources said the
identity of the three attackers
was confirmed by piecing to-
gether information provided by
eyewitnesses, video footage
recorded by tourists and local
guides, and information avail-
able with security forces about
active terrorists in the Valley.

“Several photographs of ac-
tive terrorists were shown to
eyewitnesses. They identified
Musa from one of the photo-
graphs. From there, the identity
of other attackers was confirmed
based on all the available infor-
mation,” a security establish-
ment officer said.

Sources said the photograph

from which Musa’s identity was
confirmed had been recovered
from the phone of slainlocal LeT
terrorist Junaid Ahmed Bhat.
Captured on CCTV camera while
perpetrating the Z-morh attack,
Bhat was killed last Decemberin
the Dachigam forests. Police re-
covered a phone from his body,
which had his photographs with
other terrorists, including Musa.
Sources said Ali Bhai was also
part of the same group.

Based on eyewitness ac-
counts, police have identified
Thoker as the local the LeT re-
cruit involved in the attack.

A resident of Bijbehara in
Anantnag, Thoker had gone to
Pakistan on a student visa after
crossing the Wagah borderin 2018

but went on to join an LeT terror
training camp in Pakistan. He re-
turned with the two Pakistani ter-
roristsa year and a half ago, sources
said. Before going to Pakistan,
Thocker had taught at a private
school in Kashmir.

Sources said the terrorists
have since been operating in the
Poonch-Rajouri, Baramulla and
the South Kashmir region.
Sources said investigators are
also probing if they were in-
volved in the October 24, 2024,
Boot Pathari attack which killed
three Army personnel and two
porters inanambush. The attack,
though, was claimed by the
People’s Anti Fascist Front, an off-
shoot of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed. Sources said that

epaperindianexpress.com .- .

mising training and logistics for
the aircraft for both Indian Navy
and IAF.“The induction would
lead to the addition of a potent
force multiplier to the Indian
Navy’s aircraft carriers, substan-
tially boosting the nation’s air
power at sea,” it said.

The IGA, the Ministry said,
was signed by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Minister of
Armed Forces of France Sebastien
Lecornu.The signed copies of the
agreement, aircraft package sup-
ply protocol and weapons pack-
age supply protocol were ex-
changed by Indian and French
officials in the presence of
Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh at Nausena Bhawan.

The dealis expected to gener-
ate thousands of jobs and rev-
enue for a large number of
MSMEs in setting up, production
and running of these facilities, the
Ministry said.

hours. With Vaibhav never want-
ing to move out of the nets, he
would even hire a few unem-
ployed youths to bowl at him for
a meal in return. This was how
Vaibhav, coming from a nonde-
script village in a state where
multiple associations are trying
to take control of the game, made
it to the limelight.

Beyond Sanjeev, Suryavanshi
found a guruin Manish Ojhawho
moulded him into a cricketer
who could aspire to earn the India
cap.

“Frankly, the boy is gifted. He
is atleast 3-4 years ahead of any-
one his age. If something is shown
to him, he picks it up quickly. And
before executing thatin the mid-
dle, he would spend hours in the
nets to make it muscle memory,”
he said.

On Monday night, all those
hours in the nets, combined with
incredible self-belief and clean
hitting, helped Suryavanshi make
history.

Musa is considered to be highly
trained and adept at living off the
jungle. Sources said he could be
from among the same lot of in-
filtrators who have terrorised
Jammu over the past three years,
killing more than 50 Army per-
sonnel with precision firing and
stealthy movements.

Investigators are also looking
into whether the same group
was involved in the killing of
three Army personnel in South
Kashmir’s Kulgam district in
August 2023. The terrorists are
also suspected to have been in-
volved in an attack in Jammu’s
Poonch district in May last year,
wherein an Air Force personnel
was killed and four others in-
jured, sources said.

when people marched in the
streets is that they are not ready
to accept that violence... This is
the start of an end... the end of
social sanctity to violence... We
shall create an atmosphere that
this mindset does not get re-
versed.”

The PDP’s Waheed-ur-
Rehman Para said the Pahalgam
attack was a crime against hu-
manity and a communal act.
What was heartening was that
“for the first time, people from
every nook and corner of
Kashmir came out to protest”,
Para said, adding that “Hindus
too had shown patience and de-
feated the designs of terrorists”.

Hoping that there were no
more terror attacks like
Pahalgam, the Congress’s G A
Mir said the intentions of terror-
ists in segregating people as per
religion would be defeated by
the entire country “unitedly”.

Mir also called for an inquiry
into “the security lapses”, partic-
ularly as Pahalgam is heavily
guarded for falling on the route
to the Amarnath shrine, and
urged the Centre to issue an ad-
visory so that people from
Kashmir are not harmed in other
parts of the country.

Khursheed Ahmad Sheikh,
the Awami Ittehad Party MLA
from Langate and the brother of
jailed MP Engineer Rashid, called
foramemorial in the memory of
the Pahalgam deceased. He also
praised the protests in Kashmir
over the killings.

The NC’s Altaf Kaloo con-
demned the killings while ap-
preciating those tourists who
had continued to stay in Kashmir
despite the terror attack.

e Owaisi: Hindu
brothers killed

come to Kashmir. That's their
motive. We appeal to Indians to
keep political differences aside
and not allow those who want to
weaken the country's unity.”

Owaisi also demanded that
Pakistan be placed in the FATF
grey list. “They are funding ter-
rorism from illegal money. So it is
important to bring Pakistan in
the grey list. We will demand
this from the Government. We
should also do a cyber attack on
them, we have ethical hackers.
We can also do a naval and air
force blockade,” he said.

The Hyderabad MP said that
as the Opposition, it isimportant
to take action. “The terrorists are
from Pakistan from where they
are being trained, financed and
sent. They had come from
Pakistan in the 26/11 attack, as
well. Initially, they (Pakistan) de-
nied, but when Ajmal Kasab was
arrested, the truth came to light.
The Government has to take the
decision. Terrorism must be
stopped and strict action is
needed,” he said.Pointing out
that Pakistan must realise India's
Ministry of Defence has a bigger
budget than that of their entire
country, Owaisi said they are “30
years behind India”.

Responding to Pakistan
leader Bilawal Bhutto’s remarks
targeting Indians over the Indus
Water Treaty, Owaisi said
Bhutto’s own mother (Benazir)
was killed by terrorists. “He has
come to politics recently. He
should think about who killed
his mother. His mother was a
victim of terrorism. If he can't
understand that, what else will
he understand? When your
mother gets killed, it is terrorism.
What about our mothers and
daughters who are killed? Isn't
that terrorism too?” he said.

Demanding accountability in
connection with the Pahalgam
attack, Owaisi said,“When the
surgical strike happened after
Balakot, it was believed that
there would be no further terror
action. But it happened. It also
has to be probed why security
was not present. The Govern-
ment will have to fix accounta-
bility.”

Owaisi also cautioned
against targeting Kashmiris. “If
this happens, Pakistan and LeT
will be very happy. Their only job
is to spread hatred among
Hindus and Muslims. We have to
ensure that they fail by not run-
ning this propaganda. Kashmiris,
who are an integral part of the
country, are the worst sufferers,”
he said.

The Hyderabad MP said
that as the Opposition,
it is important to take
action

e BJP slams Cong: Shameful

Stating that these remarks
come at a time when the nation
is grappling with grief following
the attack that left 26 people
dead, Prasad accused the
Congress leaders of seeking to
“weaken India’s unity”.

He sought to know whether
the Congress “truly” stood united
with the Government as it had
stated during the all-party meet-
ing following the attack.

“What are the Congress’s sen-
ior leaders saying (about such
statements)? Why are they say-
ing so?... a pattern seems to have
emerged.. Karnataka CM
Siddaramiah has said war is not
an option... Pakistan TV channels
and their generals are using this,”
Prasad told reporters.

Prasad referred to
Siddaramaiah's remark that there
was no need for awar; Karnataka
Excise Minister R B Timmapur
asking “why would someone fir-
ing a gun ask about a person’s
caste or religion?”; and a state-
ment by Vijay Wadettiwar, Leader
of the Congress Legislative Party
in Maharashtra, asking whether
“terrorists have time to ask about
religion while shooting?”

Prasad also questioned Vadra’s
remarks about Muslims feeling
suppressed and Aiyar’s remark
that the consequences of the
Partition remain unresolved to
this day.

Siddaramaiah and Vadra
later clarified that their remarks
had been misinterpreted. The
Congress also sought to distance
itself from such statements with
the party's communications in-
charge, Jairam Ramesh, posting
on X: “They speak for them-
selves and do not reflect the INC's
views. There should be ab-
solutely no doubt whatsoever at
this most sensitive of times that
the CWC resolution, the views
expressed by Shri Mallikarjun
Kharge and Shri Rahul Gandhi
(at the all-party meeting) and
the views of authorised AICC of-
fice-bearers ALONE represent
the position of the INC”.

Prasad, meanwhile, said that
while the global community, in-

cluding the US, Russia, Australia,
England, Saudi Arabia, Italy and
UAE, “are all standing with India”,
Congress ministers had claimed
“the world is mocking us”.

“Where are these thoughts
and words coming from? During
the candle marchin Bihar, slogans
of ‘Pakistan Zindabad’ were
raised..When asked whether he
would visit the house of Shubham
Dwivedi (one of the tourists who
was killed in the attack), Akhilesh
Yadav stated that he has no con-
nection with the family but would
encourage his party workers to go
there...This is truly unfortunate
and deeply regrettable,” Prasad
said.

“Do Rahul Gandhi and
Mallikarjun Kharge have no con-
trol over their party?...all these
statements are being misused by
Pakistan, their social media is full
of it.did they speak to
Siddaramiah? Will any action be
taken? This is not right; we con-
demn such statements,” Prasad
said, reiterating Prime Minister
NarendraModi’s commitment to
give a “befitting reply” to those be-
hind the terror strike.

Taking on Kharge, whom he
accused of harbouring “resent-
ment” against Modji, Prasad said,
“In reality, Mallikarjun Kharge
harbors resentment towards
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, which is why he made the
‘56-inch chest’ remark. At a time
when the nation expects unity;,
Kharge should refrain from using
such language.”

BJP Lok Sabha MP Sambit
Patra, meanwhile, asked whether
such leaders were “Pakistani
agents”,and the statements made
by Congress leaders “a blatant at-
tempt to lower the morale of the
country'sarmy, the country's peo-
ple and the country's govern-
ment”.

The BJP’s renewed attack
came a day after the party’s na-
tional spokesperson, Sudhanshu
Trivedi, took on the Karnataka CM
for “speaking the same language”
as “Pakistan’s Defence Minister,
Pakistan’s Home Minister and
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister”.

¢ LAC disengagement later,
geotagging of patrolling points

had arrived at an agreement
on patrolling arrangements
along the LAC, which led to “dis-
engagement and a resolution of
the issues that had arisen in
these areas in 2020”.

This announcement was
made by India and it was fol-
lowed by a bilateral meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and China’s President Xi
Jinping on the sidelines of the
BRICS leaders’ summitin Kazan,
Russia.

By the end of October, offi-
cials said that both sides had
completed the disengagement
process and sweets were ex-
changed between both sides.
They said the disengagement
would be first verified on ground
before resumption of patrolling
and that the patrolling modali-
ties would be decided between
ground commanders.

Days later, the Army said it
had successfully patrolled one of
the five patrolling points in the
Depsang area of eastern Ladakh
— afirst since the standoff began
in 2020.

India and China have always
had differing perceptions of the
LAC. Sources in the government
said that while certain mountain
features along the border are
clearly identifiable, there were
varying opinions on others,
which were discussed in multi-
ple rounds of military and diplo-
matic-level talks between India
and China.

Sources told The Indian
Express that both sides have
agreed to limit the frequency of
patrolling to twice a month to
each Patrolling Point along the
LAC in eastern Ladakh.

They said that patrolling
plans will be exchanged in ad-
vance between both sides to

avoid a confrontation. “The
troops have been asked to avoid
physical contact with Chinese
troops and in case of any engage-
ment, stay 200 metres away,
take photographs and come
back to report,” a source said.

“It was decided that the
Commanding Officers (COs) of
the units posted there would in-
teract once or twice a month,
and Brigade Commanders
would do so every quarter. Major
Generals and above would hold
interactions with their Chinese
counterparts as and when re-
quired,” the source said.

Geotagging existing pa-
trolling points, key features and
landmarks, will help demarcate
the LAC clearly, aiding easier
identification of disputed areas
along the LAC for future talks
aimed at resolution.

Additionally, multiple new
drones of various sizes have
been procured in recent months
by the Army for effective moni-
toring of the LAC. This would
help reduce the frequency of
Army foot patrols without com-
promising on surveillance of
sensitive areas along the border.

Arange of cameras have also
beeninstalled along the LACand
adequate helicopter sorties are
being carried out in the region
for surveillance and monitoring
of the LAC.

Adequate creation and en-
hancement of infrastructure will
continue along the LAC, includ-
ing along the routes of troop in-
duction.

There is a possibility that ex-
ercises held by the Armed Forces
in the area might go down as
part of the disengagement
process. Other confidence build-
ing measures will continue,
sources said.

Uttarakhand begins
verification of vendors,
crackdown on ‘infiltrators’

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, APRIL 28

DAYS AHEAD of the Char Dham
yatra in Uttarakhand, the admin-
istration has kicked off a verifi-
cation drive for vendors, street
hawkers, and slumdwellers.
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami on Monday chaired a
meeting with all district magis-
trates and senior officials, and
said landlords failing to verify
tenants would face legal action.
Dhami told officials that the
verification of individuals living in
makeshift settlements, as well as

vendors and street hawkers, must
be completed promptly and that
strict action would be taken
against those responsible forissu-
ing ration cards, Aadhaar cards,
electricity connections,
Ayushman cards, and other doc-
uments toineligible beneficiaries.

Meanwhile, the Dehradun
police have started a verification
drive of over 800 “outsiders” who
are tenants in the district. Action
has been taken against 162 build-
ing/shop owners for not verifying
tenants/domestic workers. Over
130 suspects have been “brought
to the police station for question-
ing”, police said.
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Two constables heldin

MUMBAI, APRIL 28

THE NAVI Mumbai police
Monday arrested two of its con-
stables in connection with a nar-

coticsél ceilse hin whichit ha? beagger GaothdanﬁBelalijr, wehnt tolhis H::‘r. S Quarter Ended Vear Ented Quarier ende_d Hathidais ‘rear Ended
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Gurunath Chichkar, who al- said. A few hours later, his wife Audited | Unaudited  Audited | Audited | Audited @ Audited  Unaudited | Audited | Audited | Audited

legedly died by suicide on Friday.

The two constables were al-
legedly found conniving with
the drug dealers, some of whom
are believed to be operating from
abroad.

A senior officer of the Navi
Mumbai police confirmed that
two police personnel were ar-
rested in connection with the
case. “Two constables, one from
the Anti-Narcotics Cell and the
other from the Kharghar police
station, were arrested in this
case,” the officer said.

The officer added that earlier
this month, a case was registered
at the Nerul police station by of-
ficers of the Anti-Narcotics Cell
of the Navi Mumbai police after
two persons were found with
contraband. It was during the
questioning of the duo that the
police found that they were al-
legedly part of an international
drug racket and linked to
Chichkar’s son, who is believed
to have fled the country. It was
this ‘link’ for which Chichkar had
been called to record his state-

'-‘,..1-

Builder Gurunath Chichkar
allegedly died by suicide.

Chichkar,ina
purported suicide note,
alleged harassment by
officers of the NCBand
Navi Mumbai police

ment nearly two weeks back.
Chichkar, in a purported sui-
cide note, alleged harassment by
officers of the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) and the Navi
Mumbai police, and said it forced
him to take the extreme step.
While the NCB had alleged
that Chichkar’s son Naveen, sus-
pected tobe in Thailand , was the
mastermind of an international
drugracket and registered a case

dead

© PURNEA UNIVERSITY, PURNIA

Tender Notice No. PUP-25/001

drugs case linked to son
of builder found

against him, the Anti-Narcotics
Cell of the Navi Mumbai police
booked his younger son Dheeraj
in connection with this case.
Around 6.45 am on Friday,
Chichkar, who resided on the
fourth floor of a building in Kille

allegedly found him lying in a
pool of blood. The NRI Coastal
police registered an accidental
death report.

Chichkar had purportedly
typed a suicide note addressed
to his mother, saying that he was
tired of the summons he had
been receiving from the NCB and
Navi Mumbiai police.

He had also reportedly typed
a three-page letter addressed to
the NCB, mentioning how he had
struggled to reach Mumbai and
worked hard to become abuilder.
Chichkar wrote that he came to
know about his elder son’s in-
volvementinadrugracketonly a
fewyears ago,and added that his
younger son, who was named in
adrugs case, was innocent.

The builder said some men,
claiming to be from influential
backgrounds, acted as agents
and repeatedly approached him
demanding Rs 10 crore to settle
all the cases against his sons. The
letter further mentioned that if
he had made such illegal money,
he would have settled the cases.
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Audited E'tan&alune & Consolidated Financial Results for the Quarter and Year Ended March 31, 2025

(T in Lakh)

Consolidated

9,73,864 2,044

1,40,567 | ‘!z'EEf.'E 45‘,:14"'"

10,43,256

1.15.847

Tatal Income from Operations

MNet Profit/(Loss) for the period (before Tax,
Exceptional and / or Extraordinary items)

Net Profit/{Loss) for the period before Tax

{after Excepbional and/ or Extraordinary items)

Met Profit/(Loss) for the period after Tax

(after Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary items)
Total Comprehensive Income for the Period
[Comprising Profit’ {Loss) for the Period (after Tax)
and other comprehensive Income (after Tax)]

Paid up Equity Share Capital 9.05140| 8,68094| 868,094
(Face value of 2 10/- per share) |

Reserves 1ﬂ'tE.|IJI:|II'|g Revaluation Reserves) E -1 .
Securities Premium Account 746663 | 746,663

et Worth 20,98.259 | 28,05,333

Net Worth
Paid L Debt Capital/Outstanding Debt (%) 7.35% ] 15.15%

{}ut:,tdndmg Redeemable Preference Shares
Debt Equity Ratio

Earnrng Per Share {for ¥ 10/- each )
(Mot Annualized) For Continuing and
Discl}minund I}IZIEraﬁI]-ﬂ*:-}

1.15.847 | 1.40667

1.03,355

95,893

REFER NOTE 3

905,140

23,53,305
8,989,617
32,537,454
0.26%

1. Basic
2. Diluted

Debenture Redemption Reserve _
Clebt EEE\'I[:EIEH'HETEEE Ratio : NOT APPLICABLE
Interest Service Coverage Ratio

Mote 1:

35.43.351 |

4.05,338 |

10,47,605
1,23,314

405438 123314

254906 | 1,10.458

8,668,094 |

TE!,EFB_.EE‘I

8,59617|

28, DE 333| 3'?‘14'-1 104
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2.94| 1.27

2,94 |

9,05,140

73,430 | 39,66,795 | 35,956,198

141289 136697 500448 4.18.152

141,289 1,36697| 509448 4,18.152

81.629

96,338 393421 2667

REFER NOTE 3

8,68,094 9,05140| 868,094

s e e

746,663
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NOT APPLICABLE

The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Annual Financial Results filad with the Stock Exchange(s) under 'Hr_ﬂ.gulatinn 33 & 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and

Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, The full format of the Quarterly/Annual Financial Results are available on the websites of the Stock Exchange(s) and the listed entity.

[wewow bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com and www.centratbankefindia.co.in)
Note 2:
Exchange of India Ltd) and can be accessed on the URL [www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com).
MNote 3

For the other line ltems applicable to Bank referred in Regulation 52(4) of the listing regulations, pertinent disclosures have been made 1o Stock exchanges (BSE Ltd and National Stock

Information relating to Total Comprehensive Income and Other Comprehensive Income is not furnished as IndAS is not yet made applicable to the Bank.
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MHADA to
put 15 crore
documents in
public sphere

SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

THE MAHARASHTRA Housing
and Area Development Authority
(MHADA) will make nearly 15
crore official documents avail-
able to the public soon, calling it
‘voluntary RTI provision'.

This was announced by
Sanjeev Jaiswal, vice-president
and Chief Executive Officer,
MHADA, at the inauguration of
the Citizen Facilitation Centre
(CFC) and Visitor Management
System (VMS) on Monday.

The step seeks to make the
administrative procedures sim-
ple and decrease the require-
ment for the citizens to seek
Right to Information (RTI) appli-
cations. “Through the availabil-
ity of these documents online,
we are facilitating hassle-free in-
formation access to the citizens.
With the exception of sensitive
and classified documents, all
files will be listed on MHADA's
website in a week,” Jaiswal said.

MHADA inaugurated its CFC
and VMS on Monday in an at-
tempt to ease its affairs for the
public. The new CFCincludes 18
counters, digital kiosks, Al-based
help and 24x7 CCTV surveillance
for hassle-free, transparent, and
citizen-centric governance. It has
automated processes, real-time
notifications, and totally digi-
tised, secure services.

2 buy mangoes
from vendor;

booked after
cheque bounces

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

TWO PERSONS were booked by
the Mumbai Police on Sunday
for allegedly duping a fruit ven-
dor from Kandivali. The duo pur-
chased 44 dozen mangoes and
handed over a cheque, which
bounced.

Police said the accused con-
vinced the vendor to accept the
deal, claiming the mangoes were
intended for distribution at a
temple in Dadar.

In his statement to the police,
the vendor said that since the
mango season began in March
2025, he has been buying man-
goes from a market in Vashi and
selling them in Mumbai.

“On April 6, the complainant
opened his shop in the morning.
Around 5pm, an elderly man and
another individual, believed to
be between 32 and 35 years old,
visited his shop. The younger
man was introduced as a man-
ager and claimed he was inter-
ested in purchasing 40 dozen
mangoes,” an officer said.

“The two individuals were
supposed to pay Rs 41,800, but
they claimed they had no cash
and offered to pay by cheque,”
said the officer, adding, “The com-
plainant initially refused, but the
duo convinced him by saying the
mangoes were to be distributed
atatemple in Dadar.”

“Two days after I deposited
the cheque, bank officials re-
turned it with a remark stating
‘Drawer’s signature differs. That’s
when [ realised I had been
cheated,” the complainant stated.

ON HIGH ALERT

Railway Protection Force (RPF) personnel conduct checks at Bandra terminus on Tuesday as security has been beefed up
across all railway stations in the city in view of the Pahalgam attack. Sankhadeep Banerjee

Ay

Mis_sing link project inching
closer to completion: Shinde

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

IN A major boost for commuters
between Mumbai and Pune,
Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde on Monday said that 95
per cent work on the missing
link project on Mumbai-Pune
expressway is over. Government
sources said it aims to meet the
new deadline of August 2025 for
this project.

The project, estimated at Rs
6,600 crore, has seen extension
of deadline several times—from
March 2024 to January 2025,
which was further revised to
March 2025.

The 13-kilometre ‘missing
link’, which will cut across the
existing Mumbai-Pune express-
way, will trim the distance be-
tween the two cities by 5.7 kilo-
metres and reduce the travel
time by around 30 minutes.

The “missing link” project
has been delayed multiple times
due to the complex challenges of
the terrain and ambitious engi-
neering feats. Starting at Khopoli,
the projectincludes an 840-me-
tre viaduct, a 1.75-kilometre tun-
nel, and a 640-metre cable-
stayed bridge that soars 100
metres above the Tiger Valley in
the Lonavala-Khandala section.

Following this, the route con-
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The project’s design focuses on safety with officials stating
that one of their primary goals is to turn the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway into a “zero-fatality corridor.” File

tinues through another 8.9-kilo-
metre tunnel—some parts of
which are as deep as 170 feet be-
neath the ground with the
Lonavala lake resting above it.

This new alignment will re-
duce travel time significantly.
Currently, the distance between
Khopoli and the Sinhgad
Institute via the expressway is 19
kilometres, much of it through a
ghat section.

The second viaduct, which
forms akey section of the project,
is a cable-stayed bridge that
reaches a staggering height of 100
metres above Khandala Valley.

This towering structure,
along with other engineering
challenges, has made the project

RS 1,000 PEROBJECTION

Students complain of errors in MHT-CET
exam, CET Cell asks for formal objections

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

SEVERAL STUDENTS who ap-
peared for the MHT-CET examon
Sunday have raised concerns over
alleged errorsin the question pa-
per. Students have complained
that more than 10 questions in
the test had no correct option

WELCOMES NoDDY, TOM 8 PINGU

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

IN THE first such event in more
than a year, the zoo authorities
at the Veermata Jijabai Bhosale
Vanaspati Udyan and Zoo an-
nounced the birth of three new
baby penguins — Noddy, Tom
and Pingu — taking the total tally
of the Humboldt penguins at the
Byculla zoo up to 21.

The eldest of the penguin
chicks, Noddy, was born on
March 4 to Olive and Poppy while
Daisy and Donald gave birth to
Tomand Pingu. Tomwas bornon
March 7 while the youngest of
the lot, Pingu, was born on March
11. The announcement of their
birth, which has sparked im-
mense joy among the authori-
ties,came on April 25 — whichis

1’:9

amongst the four provided.
While students are alleging
that they will suffer loss of
marks due to the errors,
Maharashtra Common Entrance
Test (CET) Cell states that candi-
dates should follow the proce-
dure which demands that they
officially raise objections to the
answers. However under this
process,each objection will cost
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The announcement was made on April 25, which is
celebrated as World Penguin Day. Express

celebrated as World Penguin Day.

While the three new addi-
tions have been opened for pub-
lic viewing, officials said that the
baby penguins spend most of
their time within the nest inside
the facility — leaving them inac-

cessible for visitors’ viewing.
Biologists at the zoo said that
the “tiniest waddlers” of the zoo
are healthy and sound. “These
days, we provide the food to the
parents who chew the food, make
aflurry and then feed their chicks

both time-consuming and intri-
cate. Deputy CM Shinde on
Monday stressed on the testing
of every portion of the bridge
during construction. “This work
has to be done with utmost care.
There has to be testing at every
level and there should be no neg-
ligence,” Shinde said.

With fewer hills to navigate,
drivers will also be able to travel at
speed up to 120 km per hour. The
project’s design also focuses on
safety with officials stating that
one of its primary goals is to turn
the Mumbai-Pune Expressway
into a “zero-fatality corridor.” This
initiative aims to reduce acci-
dents, particularly in the notori-
ously hazardous ghat section.

Rs 1,000, which is excessively
high according to students.
“If I have to challenge 10
questions, should I pay Rs.
10,000? This is bizarre,” said one
aggrieved student, demanding
the Cell take proactive steps to
address the issue without wait-
ing for formal objections.
Explaining this,
Commissioner of Maharashtra

Three new penguins born at Byculla zoo

themselves,” said an official,
adding that the team aiding the
parents in rearing the chicks by
feeding them every 2 - 3 hours.

Prior to this, the Byculla zoo
had welcomed three penguins
in 2023 when three different
pairs of parents gave birth to
Coco (female), Stella (female)
and Jerry (male). Currently, the
total tally of penguins at the zoo
stands at 21, of which 11 are male
and 10 are female.

With a healthy population of
the species at the zoo, the Byculla
authorities have offered penguins
for exchange programmes across
the zoo in a bid to procure other
animals. However, the penguins
have found no takers thus far —
owing to their high costs of main-
tenance and care — sparking con-
cerns of dwindling space for the
penguins at the existing facility.
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Bullet train to
be completed
by 2028: CM

"

Devendra
Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

THE AMBITIOUS bullet train
project between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad will be completed
by 2028, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said Monday.

Expressing disappointment
with the MVA government’s de-
cision to stop the project,
Fadnavis said, “When you have
a mega infrastructure project
worth Rs 70,000 to 80,000 crore,
the delay leads to cost escalation.
The rate of interest also rises. It
is the state government which
has to bear the financial burden.”

At the same time, work in
neighbouring Gujarat continued
unhindered. “They are now way
ahead of us on the project. But
after the Mahayuti government
came to power, the project was
expedited,” Fadnavis told re-
porters in Mumbai.

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail Corridor, ap-
proved a decade ago, when com-
pleted, will allow trains run at
320 kmph. There will be 12 sta-
tions, including Mumbai, Thane,
Virar and Boisar in Maharashtra.

CET Cell, Dilip Sardesai said, “The
question papers are not public
domain. We will not know
which questions are being chal-
lenged unless objections are
raised officially. If an objection is
found valid, the fee will be re-
funded, which we have done in
the past.” Last year multiple ob-
jections were raised and those
found valid were refunded.
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“ BEST bus fares set torise

for first time since 2018

SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

MUMBAI RESIDENTS will soon
have to pay almost double the
fare for using Brihanmumbai
Electric Supply and Transport
(BEST) buses as the
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has given the
nod to increase bus fares, with
the final decision left to the state
government. The proposal for
hiking bus fares — the first revi-
sion in BEST fares since 2018 —
was given a green signal by BMC
Commissioner Bhushan
Gagrani.

Currently, the fare for non-AC
busesis between Rs 5 and Rs 20,
and for ACbuses itis between Rs
6 and Rs 25. After the suggested
increase in fare, the minimum
fare will be Rs 10 for non-AC
buses and Rs 12 for AC buses.
Monthly bus tickets will also get
more expensive under the new
system.

According to BEST officials,
the fare hike will mitigate the fi-
nancial strain on the city bus op-
erating body. With the base fare
remaining at a low of Rs 5 for so
long, the organisation’s revenue
has been affected for many
years, they added.

The decision to approve the
fare hike was taken after a meet-

REVISED FARES

NON-ACBUSES

Distance Old New
Upto5km 5 <10
Upto10km <10 <15
Upto15km 15 320
Upto20km 320 330
Monthly passes
Distance Old New
5km 3450 X800
10km 1,000 1,250

15km 1,650 1,700
20km 2,600 —*

*(unchanged)

: ACBUSES

. Distance  Old New
Upto5km I6 12
Upto10km 13 20
Uptol5km 19 30
Upto20km 330 335
Monthly passes
Distance Old New
5km 3600 1,100
10km 1,400 1,700
15km 32,100 32,300
20km 2,700 3,500

ing that took place on Friday,
where senior officials and Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis dis-
cussed the increasing losses of
BEST. BEST officials cited that fare
correction was indispensable to
provide dependable service and
financial stability.

The proposal to hike fares
was then approved by the BMC
commissioner. Final implemen-
tation, however, awaits approval
from the Transport and Urban
Development departments.

S V R Srinivas, General
Manager, BEST, who took over

the additional charge of the
transport body this year, sug-
gested the fare increase in
February 2025.

The increase is likely to im-
prove BEST’s revenue by approx-
imately Rs 590 crore.

This fare hike reverses a 2019
reduction, when the then mu-
nicipal commissioner, Praveen
Pardeshi, had reduced bus fares
to promote ridership.

According to the sources, the
revised fares, once formally noti-
fied, could come into effect
within the next few weeks.

Warmer days ahead after drizzle,
Mumbai set to sizzle at 35°C: IMD

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

AFTER BRIEF spells of drizzle,
Mumbai has been sweltering
amid soaring humidity levels as
the temperatures touched 33.5
degrees Celsius Monday.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), heat levels are slated to
spike marginally in the coming
days, with daytime tempera-
tures forecast to hover above 35
degrees Celsius Wednesday.

Following a short spell of rain
and thunderstorm activity,
Mumbai woke up to sunny skies
and burgeoning humidity levels
Sunday. IMD data showed that
the maximum temperatures
touched 33.5 degrees Celsius at
the Santacruz observatory, while
the Colaba coastal observatory
logged 34.2 degrees Celsius.
Meanwhile, minimum tempera-
tures hovered around 26 degrees
Celsius in the suburbs as well as
in the island city’s Colaba station
Monday morning,.

Despite the city recording

normal daytime temperatures,
citizens have been reeling under
uncomfortable conditions as hu-
midity levels soared over 80 per-
cent on Monday morning, with
the Colaba station recording rela-
tive humidity levels of 82 percent.

Indicating warmer days on
the cards for the region, IMD
Mumbai said the temperatures
will surpass 35 degrees Celsius
between Wednesday and
Thursday in the city. However, it
said the brief spike will be fol-
lowed by yet another dip in day-
time temperatures over the
coming weekend. In Thane, tem-
peratures are forecast to remain
above 37-38 degrees over the
next six days until May 3 at least,
as per the IMD.

According to meteorologists,
humidity levels will continue to
remain above normal in the
coming days even as maximum
temperatures will remain in the
normal category. It is notewor-
thy that even as the city is prone
to highs of up to 37-38 degrees
Celsius during April, extreme
temperatures have eluded
Mumbai this month thus far,

even as the rest of the state was
reeling under heatwave for sev-
eral days.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Mahesh Palawat from
Skymet Weather Services said
that the relatively cooler temper-
atures this April are likely owing
to the largely northwesterly
winds that have swept the city.

Meanwhile, the weather bu-
reau has issued a yellow warn-
ing for thunderstorms, accom-
panied by lightning and gusty
winds, in several districts of
Vidarbha over the next five days,
until May 1.

“Essentially, people should
aim to hydrate with at least two
to three liters of water every day
to avoid dehydration. Humidity
draws moisture from the body, so
dehydration canbe justas harm-
ful as dry heat. Those who exert
themselves physically will likely
face more challenges in May, so
my advice is to stay indoors dur-
ing peak temperature hours, es-
pecially for children, who are
more vulnerable to humidity,”
said Dr Jayaram S MD general
physician at Bombay hospital.

New Maharashtra CET dates: Exams for
3-year LLB course to be held on May 2, 3

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

WITH JUST afew days remaining
for the Common Entrance Test
(CET) for admission to the LLB (3-
year) course in Maharashtra, the
state CET Cell announced
Monday that the examination
dates are being advanced to May
2and 3,instead of May 3and 4 as

declared earlier.

The change was due to the
National Entrance cum Eligibility
Test (NEET) which is scheduled
to be held on May 4. In a state-
ment, the Cell said some CET
centres were booked by the
National Testing Agency (NTA)
for NEET so they “cannot be
utilised for CET examination.”
Around 95,000 students have
registered for CET.

Addressing the media on
Monday, Dilip Sardesai,
Commissioner, Maharashtra CET
Cell, said, “After the NTA took
over a few CET centres, we were
falling short of close to 9,000
seats on May 4. We explored the
opportunity to postpone, but
students are likely to get busy
with university exams. Thus, it
was decided to shift the sessions
scheduled on May 4 to May 2.”

Rani Baug zoo to revamp space left
vacant after elephant Anarkali’s death

NAYONIKA BOSE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

WITH THE demise of the city
zoo's last elephant, Anarkali, in
November last year leaving be-
hind a vacuum of sorts at
Veermata Jijabai Bhosale
Vanaspati Udyan and Zoo in Rani
Baug, the Mumbai civic body is
planning to revamp the area
spread over 4,000 sq m to ac-
commodate new animal ex-
hibits. The zoo authorities have
written to a Thailand-based firm
to create a new layout for the
land parcel.

After elephant Laxmi's death
in 2020, the city’s lone remain-
ing elephant Anarkali breathed
her last on November 10, 2024,
bringing the curtains down on
Mumbai’s decades-old relation-

Senior officials of the
BMC said Byculla zoo
will no longer house

elephants

ship with the gentle giants.
Anarkali was 58 years old and
had lived in the zoo for nearly
five decades.

Senior officials of the
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation (BMC) said the
Byculla zoo will no longer house
elephants as Central Zoo
Authority (CZA) guidelines now
prohibitit.

Last month, the zoo author-
ities wrote to HKS Consultants
seeking new designs for the
space, “We already have alist of
approved animals from the

CZA. The new proposal will be
designed to accommodate
species from this list. Since
smaller species require much
less space, the plan may look at
redeveloping the elephant en-
closure into a space that can
house several species of ani-
mals. According to the design
proposal, we will take further
decisions and submit it to the
CZA for approval,” a BMC offi-
cial told The Indian Express.

Currently, the zoo authorities
are awaiting aresponse from the
consultants. “They are finalising
the terms of the tender for the
upcoming exotic zone, spanning
over 10 acres. Following this,
they are expected to take up
work on the redevelopment de-
signs,” an official added.

The tender for the separate
exotic zone, which lies adjacent

to the existing 53-acre facility, is
expected to be floated in the
coming weeks. It will house an-
imals such as cheetahs and
white lions.

Redevelopment plans are be-
ing drawn up for the 162-year-
old Rani Baug facility after foot-
fall and revenue at the zoo
dipped to a three-year low. The
visitor count has seen a drop of
nearly 21 per cent in a year.
While over 28.97 lakh people
flocked to the zoo during the
2023-2024 financial year, it
dropped to 23.57 lakh during
2024-25.

This marks a significant de-
cline from 2022-2023 when
nearly 30 lakh people had ar-
rived at the zoo, raking in a rev-
enue of Rs 11.59 crore. Senior of-
ficials attributed the dip to the
lack of new exhibits.
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Mumbai likely to get anew

Tenure of Vivek
Phansalkar
ends this month

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

sioner if the post, that is currently
a Director General-rank post, is
downgraded to ADG rank.
Officials said that in case no
oneis appointed in the next two
days, the government is likely to
hand over additional charge of
the post to Bharti, who is cur-

olice commissioner soon

ment came to power.

Prior to that, the Mumbai
Police faced a turbulent period
after Param Bir Singh was
shunted out as commissioner in
2021 and Hemant Nagrale was
appointed in his place for less
than a year and Sanjay Pandey

STUDENT MOLESTED BY SCHOOL BUS DRIVER

Parents protest, voice concern about children’s safety

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

DAYS AFTER the Navi Mumbai
police arrested a school bus driver
accused of molesting a minor
schoolchild, several parents
protested silently outside the
school on Monday morning, de-
manding accountability from the
administration and raising con-
cerns about their children's safety.

When the child was taken to

hospital with severe rectal pain,
medical staff raised concerns,
prompting further investigation.
The child’s parents then ap-
proached the local police station,
leading to the bus driver’s arrest.

The protesting parents ex-
pressed their frustration over
how the school management had
handled the sensitive complaint,
alleging that it had failed to issue
any formal communication or
take visible steps to reassure par-
ents about student safety.

“A message regarding an in-
ternal inquiry was circulated
among parents. However, that
has proved inadequate to assure
us of our children’s safety,” said a
parent, adding that the school
management did not meet the
protesters on Monday. “They
have recalled us on Thursday.
We will continue to press for ac-
countability from the school.”

The parents further alleged
that the school had been insen-
sitive inits approach. “We are ad-

vised against using private van
services. But this incident took
place despite the child’s parents
choosing the bus service pro-
vided by the school,” said a par-
ent, adding that it was scary how
the administration failed to en-
sure the child’s safety.

The school administration
said, “The complaintis underin-
vestigation by the police and the
school management is fully co-
operating and providing all sup-
port and information to police.”

MUMBAI, APRIL 28

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment is likely to appoint a new
Mumbai Police chief in a couple
of days as the nearly three-year-
long tenure of incumbent police
commissioner Vivek Phansalkar,
a 1989-batch IPS officer, is com-
ing to an end soon.

As per seniority, the next in
line are current NIA chief
Sadanand Date from the 1990
batch and his batchmate Sanjay
Kumar Verma.

According to officials, though
Dateis considered in high regard
by the CM, the central govern-
ment may not want tolethimgo
as the NIA is currently involved

1 vivek
:h \j Phansalkar

in sensitive probes like interro-
gation of Tahawwur Rana and
the Pahalgam attack.

The next in line are 1992-
batch officers Retesh Kumar,
Amitabh Gupta, and the current
Anti-Corruption Bureau chief
Sanjeev Singhal.

Archana Tyagji, from the 1993
batch, is also considered to be a
dark horse for the post consider-
ing that so far no woman has
headed the Mumbai Police.

Deven Bharti, a 1994-batch
officer, who is an Additional
Director General-rank officer,
could also be made the commis-

Elphinstone Bridge:
Affected residents
to get redeveloped
homes at same place

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

IN Amajor relief to the residents
of the 19 buildings affected by
the Elphinstone Bridge recon-
struction, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment has decided to provide
them with redeveloped homes
at the same location and as-
signed the responsibility to the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority (MM-
RDA).

The crucial decision was
taken during a meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde at the
Sahyadri Guesthouse on
Monday. During the meeting,
Minister of Cultural Affairs and
IT Ashish Shelar pointed out that
based on suggestions from local
MLA Kalidas Kolambkar and a
residents’ delegation, it was ini-
tially anticipated that 19 build-
ings would be affected by the
project. However, thanks to the
revised government plan, only
two buildings will be directly af-
fected, providing significant re-
lief to the residents. Shelar ex-
pressed gratitude to the
government for the revised plan
but highlighted lingering con-
cerns among residents that the
bridge construction could com-
promise the structural safety of

the remaining 17 buildings. In
view of these fears, Shelar urged
that instead of waiting for private
developers, the MMRDA should
directly undertake the redevel-
opment of all the 19 buildings,
and Fadnavis accepted the pro-
posal.

Shelar also urged that the
residents of the two buildings to
be directly affected must not be
permanently relocated to Kurla,
as was decided earlier. Instead,
he proposed that they be pro-
vided temporary accommoda-
tion at Kurla and allotted new
homes at their original location
after the redevelopment. This
suggestion was also accepted by
the CM and the Deputy CIVL.

Accordingly, the residents
from the two buildings will now
be given interim transit housing
at Kurla. After the redevelop-
ment, they along with residents
of the other 17 buildings will re-
ceive homes at their original lo-
cation.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Chief Secretary Sujata
Saunik, MMRDA Commissioner
Sanjay Mukherjee, BMC
Commissioner Bhushan
Gagrani, Maharashtra Housing
and Area Development
Authority CEO Sanjeev Jaiswal
and Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation Vice-
Chairman and MD Anilkumar
Gaikwad.

rently the special commissioner.

Phansalkar took charge as
the Mumbai Police chief on June
30, 2022 around the same time
Uddhav Thackeray resigned as
CM and the Mahayuti govern-

was appointed as commis-
sioner for four months by the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment before his retirement
on June 30, 2022 following
which Phansalkar took charge.

SHRIRAM

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
MAVRATNA COMPANY

(A Govi of India Undertaking)
Wshaite! wye irecn ang, CIN - L4S2030L 15TE0000E1 T4

e-Procurement Notice
g-Tender Mo : IRCON/ 2053 ShalimarTenden2025/122 Diated @ 25.04. 3025
e-Tendar for and on hehalf of South Eastarn Raibeay is invited from bedoers mestng qualifying
requirements far the wark of “Construction of two nos. loco pit and foundation for loco trip
shed, other assockated works etc,, in connectlon to Station development project of Shalimar
of South Eastarm Rallway in Howrah District of West Bengal™.

Estimatad Cost of the Werk including all taxes & GST) | Rs. 2829140777
Earnest Money Deposit [EMD) | R, 4 00,000 00

Last Date & Time of o-Bid Submission | 13.05.2025 upio 15.00 Hrs.

For further dedails, visit wedsite hitps:Petenders gov.infeprocurelapp. Comgandum, if any, woild be

hosled only onthewsbsite.  Chiief General ManageriEast, 178, Prantik Pally. Kasba, Kolkata-100107

An Autonomias frstitute of Nationa] imporance under the Ministry of Education, Gowt. of India

i.;;;_n INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENGE EDUCATION AND RESEARCR, TIRUPATI

RECRUITMENT FOR FACULTY POSITIONS AT IISER TIRUPATI

IISER Tirupati invites onlne applicabons from Indian nationals, including eligible
Pearsons of Indian Origin (P10s), Cverseas Citizens of india (OCIs) and Non Resident
Indians (MRIs) having sxcellent academic record and relevant work expenence for
faculfy posibons on regular basis invanous disciplines.

For dataded adverisemant, please visitwww. lisertirupati.ac.in >>Careers>>Faculty.
The last date for submission of anline applications is 17,00 Hrs, on June 16, 2025

Advt.No, 08/2025/1ISER-TiRect,[25.04.2025 o

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr, PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person
namely Shri Dipen Chandruva Prop of M/s Amardeep Industries
Rio: 5, Gulab Niwas, Solicitor Road, Malad (E), Mumbai-400087
Also At: Flat No. 1804, A-wing, Raj Residency, S.V. Road,
Goregaon, Mumbai-400062 Also at: 202, Sheetal Enclave, Nr.
Tangent Fur Mall, Chincheli Bunder Road, Malad (W) Mumbai-
400064 has committed (oris suspected to have committed) the offence
incase CC No. 5862/2019 U/s 138 Nl Act at PS: Roop Nagar, Delhi
and it has been returned o a warmant of amest thereupon issued that
the said accused Shri Dipen Chandruva can not be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Shri Dipen Chandruva has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said wamant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said accused Shri Dipen Chandruva of CC No. 5862/2019
Ufs 138 NI Act at PS: Roop Nagar, Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
29.05.2025. By order
Shreya Singh

Judicial Magistrate First Class-05

Central District, Room No. 2,

Ground Floor, Annexe-01

DP5271/N/2025 Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

CAPRI GLOBAL CAPITAL LIMITED
CIM : LASF2TMHAIPRAPLCI 72457

GST : 27AAACDBP81C1ZL LOANS

Registered Address:
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GOLD AUCTION PUBLIC NOTICE

Molice i hamby @ven o trae niflomens. anal the publbc in genemi fhot gha Insn|s| svalled b the rurbomerny. agaimek
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| platform on Date; 02 May 2029 from 10 AM, Trces who e wiling to particprts am moquesded 1o conbect

thesr branch, The addrese of such Talake/Miranch have baen duly notified on cor webahe wees capnlaansin in cpan of
pny Fature due o pny reapone, the suctice: will continue on’ sunsecuent deys weclsr the same Bermy and
soncktions, find gl the frat bvel suctinn baromes uregccsarful on the pboas e Apiesnuh gt dpse, ihn
snmpany Capr Globpl CapEal Limited by hewing the right 10 pastpeni fhe section bo fellowing Bnd Aucilon defes or
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arlirm m-puction platlom wihown aey hiether robcs. Copri Gicbal Copgal Limibed kan the suthonty to rescves any
ot 1he lnsn sccoent from 2w muckicn st withour prinr dormaticn and has aright te cancel wighaut price inhmaticn
Any change i muctice date will bs puhlished at tha plycn ol surken

DIETRICT WISE FECOND-LEVEL AWCTIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED FROM H0:00 &M AT ALL DESIGNATED
LOCATIONS F DNLINE ON THE SFECIFIED DATES.

Diwvtrlet: PUME Avsrtian Cantre Addiiss: COPA LOAN SARSVAT] MIVAS PUME NATHIK HIGH&AY BLDGC
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| Ausctha Dwbe: D505 2025
MANCHARPUR -S4 LITO000T S, L0 DONCCHR0SG, L0000 Sr ), Lo D00 14, fass
Ciisbrick: RATHAGR] Ascion Cenire Addeassi COFPR] LOAN SHOP MO 1,2 CEXNTER 1 MEAK BANK OF IMOLA
EAYILTALI CHIPLUN MAHARASHTRA, - 41 HE05  Muctsess Date: [o05 2020
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Finance

majeure.

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED
CIN No-L65191TN1979PLC007874

Reg.Off. Shri Tower, Plot No.14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy,Chennai-600032
Admn.Off: 6th Floor (Level2), Building No.Q2, AurumQParc, Gen4/1, TTC, Thane
Belapur Road, Ghansoli,Navi Mumbai-400710

GOLD LOAN AUCTION NOTICE

The below mentioned borrowers have been issued notices to pay their outstanding amounts towards the Loan against
Gold Ornaments ("Facility") availed by them from Shriram Finance Ltd (SFL). Since the borrowers have failed to repay
their dues under the facility, we will be conducting an auction of the Pledged Gold Ornaments on 09/05/2025 (date of
auction) In the event any surplus amount is realised from this auction, the same will be refunded to the concerned
borrower and if there is a deficit post the auction, the balance amount shall be recovered from the borrower through
appropriate Legal Proceedings. SFL has the authority to remove any of the following accounts from the auction without

prior intimation. Further SFL reserves the right to change the Auction Date without any prior notice, in the event of force

PARTY NAME

PARTY NAME

PARTY NAME

AMOL MOHAN WANI

ASHOK RAGHUVIR YADAV

BHARAT BRIJLAL CHOUHAN

CHAYA RAJARAM SAVDERKAR

DAULATSINGH PANNASINGH RAJPUT

DHIRAJ S DWIVEDI

GEETA BIRENDRA SINGH

HRUSHIKESH SANDEEP KHARADE

KISHOR SUNIL KODARE

MANGESH BABU BHAGAT

MANOJ MARUTI PAWAR

OM MAHESH JADHAV

PRAKASH DEHU GHUTE

REKHA KUMAWAT

ROHIT PRAKASH PATIL

SAIMA IRFAN SHAIKH

SANJAY BASANTLAL SONI

SANJAY SURESH BINEDAR

SHRAVANLAL AMRARAM GUJAR

SOHANSINGH CHAMPASINGH DASANA

SUNIL RAJARAM YADAV

SURESH CHANDRA KUMAWAT

UDAYLAL NARAYANLAL JAT

VIJAY VITTHAL MASANE

VISHAL PRAKASH WAGH

Date: 29/04/2025
Place : Belapur

The above Gold Ornaments Auction will be held at the following address: Shriram Finance Ltd. Harmes Atrium

“B” Wing 7th Floor Sector 11 CBD Belapur, Navi Mumbai 400614 ,- Auction Time: 12.00 PM

Please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to time limit, then the auction would

continue on the subsequent working day on the same Terms and Conditions.
Ifthe Customeris deceased, all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to his / her legal heir(s).

For Further information, Terms and Conditions and for getting registered to participate in the auction, interested

buyers may contact Mr.Mahesh Gaikwad (7208415195)/Mr.Roshan Juikar (9967200572).

sd/-
Shriram Automall India Limited
Board Approved Auctioner

for Shriram Finance Ltd

HHAO HTEhE =hl 39=RH

(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

dbdaoier ddbd Canara Bank

A Sowl, ol Irnclia Urli_‘!l.trli'll'l:ir"‘l{,.]

[ Rift®= syndicate l

RECOVERY & LEGAL SECTION : Mumbai South Regional Office, Canara Bank, Cuff Parade, Maker Tower, E Wing,
14th Floor, Mumbai -mail :rorecoverymums@canarabank.com website : www.canarabank.com

SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Properties under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provison to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable
properties mortgaged to the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Canara Bank, will be sold on
“As is Where is”, and “As is What is” basis on 30.05.2025, through online E-auction between 11.00 am to 1.30 PM, for recovery of dues as
described here below, due to our various branches indicated therein.
The Earnest Money Deposit shall be deposited on or before 29.05.2025, up to 4:00 pm. Details of EMD and other documents to be submitted
to service provider on or before 29.05.2025 up to 05.00 pm. The property can be inspected, with prior appointment with Authorised Officer
on 28.05.2025 between 11.00 am to 4.00 pm.

Name of Borrower(s)/
Guarantor(s) /
Mortgagor(s)

Sr.

No. Outstanding

Details of Security/ies
Area in Sq. Ft.
(Status of Possession)

Reserve Price Canara Bank Account

The blaze was confined within the bakery. Ganesh Shirsekar

Four injured in

DATE: 30 Apnl 2035
PLACE: MAHARASHTRA

Far Capri Glohal Capital Lid {Sald Loan)

PUBLIC NOTICE

(Service By way of Publication of Notice to Aamby

Valley City)

1. Whereas, an Execution Application No. 330 of
2024 in Consumer Complaint 125 of 2012 has been
filed by the Complainant namely - Mr, Ashit Vipin
Sanghavi & Anr. (Row House No. 25, Cloud 9, Nibh
Road, Mohammed Wadi, Pune-4110048,
Maharashtra) against Aamby Valley City, through -
counsel Ms. Fiza Chopra, Advocate, D-31, First
Floor, Nizamuddin (East), New Delhi-110013,
Mob.8130653733., before the Hon'ble National
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission, New

Delhi.

2. The above mentioned, Aamby Valley City has been
arraigned as Judgment Debtor in the Execution

Borrower (S) :-
M/s. Goldis
Enterprises Prop:
Mr. Parag Waman
1 | Raut

Guarantor (S) :-

Rs. 33,30,453.17
(Rupees Thirty
Three Lakhs Thirty
Thousand Four
Hundred Fifty
Three and Paisa
Seventeen Only) as

Flat No. 20, 2nd Floor B wing, Building name Sadhana
Co Operative Housing Soceity Limited, Plot No. 82
- 83, TPS — VI, CTS No. 1610/11 of Village Ville Parle,
Daulat Nagar, Relief Road, Near Late Ravindra Mhatre
Chowk, Santacruz (West),
400054. Boundaries of the property: North: Shining
Star Co Operative HSG Society; South: Sane Guruiji

Mumbai, Maharashtra -

(R.P.) Details
Earnest Money Name & Contact
Deposit (EMD) Detail of Branch

CANARA BANK
SANTACRUZ WEST

Rs. 1,59,00,000/-
Rs. 15,90,000/-

IIBRANCH A/C No
209272434, IFSC
Code: CNRB0015060/
Manager Canara

Proprietor Sh
Prasanna Karunakar
Shetty

2 Guarantor (S) :-

Sh Prasanna Kumar
Sheety & Sh Virindra
Maloni
Mortgagor (S) :-

Mr. Virindra Maloni,
Proprietor of M/s.
Coconut Bay Export

Crore Fifty Five
Lakhs Seventy
Nine Thousand Two
Hundred Fifty Two
and Paisa Thirty
Two Only) as on
30.09.2024 plus up
to date interest and
other charge due

Sq Ft (40% of Mezzanine Area) i.e Total Bult Up area
1512.00 Sq ft recorded in the name of Mr Virindra Maloni,
Proprietor of M/s Coconut Bay Export. Bounded as under:
North: By A to Z Gate No. 6; South: By A to Z Gate No.
1; East: By Piramal Tower; West: By A to Z Gate No. 4
CERSAI Security Interest ID — 400067655245;

CERSAI Asset ID -- 200068718362

Name of Title Holder: Mr. Virindra Maloni, Proprietor of
M/s. Coconut Bay Export

Area : Built-up area 1080 Sq Ft + 432 Sq Ft (40% of
Mezzanine Area) i.e Total Bult Up area 1512.00 Sq ft
(Possession Symbolic)

Road; East: Chawl; West: C Wing. CERSAI Secu. Int Bank SANTACRUZ
Mrs. Nanda W. Raut | on 31.10.2024 plus ||n.464005488134; Asset ID:200005480795 WEST Il 8655963312
Mortgagor (S) :- up to date interest | \io o of Title Holder: Mrs. Nanda W Raut / 8847820640/
Mrs. Nanda W. Raut and other charge ame of "1t Foicer. Wirs. fanca au

due Area : 498 Sq. Ft. Carpet Area (or) 576 sq. ft. BUA 9491457391

(Possession Symbolic)

All that part and Parcel of industrial gala no 208, 2nd
Borrower (S) :- Floor, Building no A to Z Industrial Premises Co-operative
M/s. Everon Alliance Society Limited, Fergusson Road, Lower Parel, Mumbai

. Rs. 3,55,79,252.32 . CANARA BANK

Inc through its (Rupees Three 400013 Documented Built-up area 1080 Sq Ft + 432 MUMBAI WORLI

Rs. 3,62,88,000/-
Rs. 36,28,800/-

BRANCH A/C No
209272434, IFSC
Code: CNRB0000113/
Manager Canara
Bank MUMBAI WORLI
Branch 8655963175
19065516585/
8210939092/
9491457391

Byculla bakery fire

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

FOUR PERSONS wereinjuredina
fire that was reported in a bakery
insouth Mumbai’s Byculla. The in-
jured have been identified as
JayeshParekh(45),]Javed Siddique
(25), Jabril Ahmed (23), and
Shahriar Raisi (36).

The incident was reported
around 5.45 pm, following which
the blaze was extinguished
around 6.55 pm.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Ravindra Ambulgekar - chief fire
officer (CFO) said that the fire
broke out following an LPG cylin-
derleak.

“The incident was reported
from the bakery. An LPG cylinder
that was kept inside the bakery
leaked, after which a fire broke out
asthe oven wasalready burning,”
Ambulgekar said.

“The blaze remained confined
within the bakery only and the ad-
joining premises were evacuated
as a precautionary measure,” he
added.

Out of the four injured, Raisi
suffered 40% burn injuries, fol-
lowed by Parekh who suffered
30% burn injuries, Ahmed suf-
fered 20% burn injuries, while
Siddiqui suffered 15% burn in-
juries.

Civicofficials maintained that
the four injured were employees
working at the bakery.

“The employees were heating
the bread loafs and were close to
the oven. Asaresultof which they
suffered burninjuries. The injured
were immediately rescued and
transported to the local Masina
hospital for further treatment,”
said the official. Civic sources said
that the injured are currently un-
der observation and are in a sta-
ble condition.

Application, and, it has been brought to the notice of
the Hon'ble Commission by the Decree Holder that
the Directors of Aamby Valley City have not complied
with the final order dated 15.12.2023(in the matter of
Mr. Ashit Vipin Sanghavi Vis M/s.Aamby Valley Ltd).
(Formerly Known as Sahara India Commercial
Corporation Ltd.) of the Commission and Execution
Proceedings are before the Commission.

3. And whereas, the Hon'ble National Commission
vide its order dated 07.04.2025 has, inter alia, posted
the case for further hearing on 29.05.2025 and has
directed for substituted service of notice on Aamby
Valley by way of publication in two local newspaper,
one in English other in vernacular language, within
the period of six weeks.

4. Accordingly, take Notice that the Judgment Debtor
(Aamby Valley City) is hereby directed to attend the
hearing in the above Execution Application in
Consumer Complaint listed on 29.05.2025 at
10:30AM, either in-person or through an authorized
representative / counsel, failing which, the case will
be heard and determined ex-parte by the Hon'ble
National Commission.

New Delhi, Dated on this 23rd April, 2025.

By Order: Rajesh Nath - Assistant Registrar

Date : 29.04.2025
Place : Mumbai

For Detailed terms & Condition of sale please refer the link E-auction provided through https://baanknet.in/. a. Auction / bidding shall be only through
“Online Electronic Bidding” through the website https://baanknet.in/. Bidders are advised to go through the website for detailed terms before taking part
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Notice. c¢. The property will be sold for the price which is more than the Reserve Price and the participating bidders may improve their offer further
during auction process with multiples of For Sr. No. 1 Rs. 10,000/- & For Sr. No. 2 Rs. 30,000/- d. EMD amount of 10% of the Reserve price is to be
deposited by way of Demand Draft infavour of Authorized Officer, Canara Bank, Branch. OR shall be deposited through RTGS / NEFT/ Funds Transfer
to credit of account of Canara Bank, on or before 4.00 p.m of 29.05.2025. Details of EMD and other documents to be submitted to service provider on
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ID. iv. Bidder’s A/c details for online refund of EMD. f. The intending bidders should register their names at portal M/s. PSB Alliance (BAANKNET)
https://baanknet.in/ and get their User ID and password free of cost. Prospective bidder may avail online training on E-auction from the service provider
M/s. PSB Alliance (BAANKNET)., Contact No. 8291220220, support.baanknet@psballiance.com; https://baanknet.in/. g. EMD Deposited by
the unsuccessful bidder shall be refunded to them after 24 Hours of Bidding Process Completed and within 7 Working days. The EMD shall not carry
any interest. h. Auction would commence at Reserve Price, as mentioned above. Bidders shall improve their offers in multiples of For Sr. No. 1 Rs.
10,000/- & For Sr. No. 2 Rs. 30,000/- The bidder who submits the highest bid (above the Reserve price) on closure of ‘Online’ auction shall be declared
as successful bidder. Sale shall be confirmed in favour of the successful bidder, subject to confirmation of the same by the secured creditor. i. The
successful bidder shall deposit 25% of the sale price (inclusive of EMD already paid), immediately on declaring him / her as the successful bidder and the
balance within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale by the secured creditor. If the successful bidder fails to pay the sale price, the deposit made
by him shall be forfeited by the Authorized Officer without any sale price, the deposit made by him shall be forfeited by the Authorized Officer without any
notice and property shall forthwith be put up for sale again. j. For sale proceeds of Rs.50.00 lakhs (Rupees Fifty lakhs only) and above, the successful
bidder will have to deduct TDS at the rate 1% on the sale proceeds and submit the original receipt of TDS certificate of the Bank. k. All charges for
conveyance, stamp duty / GST registration charges etc., as applicable shall be borne by the successful bidder only. I. There is no encumbrance in the
property to the knowledge of the Bank. Successful Bidder is liable to pay all society dues, municipal taxes / Panchayat taxes / electricity / water charges
/ other charges, duties and taxes whatsoever, including outstanding, if any, in respect of and / or affecting the subject property. m. Authorized Officer
reserves the right to postpone / cancel or vary the terms and conditions of e — auction without assigning any reason thereof. n. In case there are bidders
who do not have access to the internet but interested in participating the e — auction, they can approach Canara Bank, Mumbai Circle Office or Regional
Office, who, as a facilitating center shall make necessary arrangements. o. For further details contact Canara Bank, Recovery and Legal Section,
Second Floor, BandraKurla Complex, Circle Office, Mumbai” Contact No. 022-26728432 and may be contacted during office hours on any working day
or the service provider M/s. PSB Alliance (BAANKNET)., Contact No. 8291220220, support.baanknet@psballiance.com; https://baanknet.in/

Sd/-
Authorised Officer, Canara Bank
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PAHALGAM TERRORATTACK

All Pak nationals in Maharashtra
identified, tracked, says Fadnavis

Police selectively
targeting Hindu
activists in the
name of law and
order: VHP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

THE VISHWA Hindu Parishad,
along with like-minded right-
wing organisations, has decided
to hold a protest march against
"police atrocities' on Hindu ac-
tivists in Mumbai on Tuesday.
The march will begin at
Churchgate railway station in
south Mumbai and proceed to
the Mumbai Police
Commissioner’s office.

"The police are selectively
targeting Hindu workers under
the pretext of law and order. We
demand a fair investigation into
suchincidents and protection of
Hindu society's rights,"” said
Mahendra Salekar, secretary of
VHP Konkan division.

When asked about the rea-
sons behind VHP holding a rally
when BJP is in power in
Maharashtra, Salekar alleged
higher authorities had assured
them that police would allow
the holding of rallies and be sup-
portive, but it never happened.

Therally is to draw the atten-
tion of the administration and
citizens to incidents of police ha-
rassment in Wakola and Wadala
areas of Mumbai. The right-wing
Hindu organisations alleged that
police beat up activists when
they tried to take out processions
in Wadala area earlier this
month. The VHP claims that de-
spite being victims of attacks,
their activists were arrested un-
der false charges.

Earlier, three persons were
injured, and shops and vehicles
were vandalised in a clash be-
tween two groups in Wakola
area on Saturday night, follow-
ing which seven persons were
arrested, police said on Sunday.

According to a VHP leader,
police action was selectively
harsh on Hindu workers.

The VHP has warned that if
police don't stop their biased ac-
tions, Hindu organisations
would intensify their agitation
across Mumbai. "Our rally is
aimed at seeking justice. We are
committed to conducting it
peacefully, but our patience
must not be tested,” Salekar
added.

Delhi court accepts ED closure
report in money laundering
case against Kalmadi, others

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

A DELHI court on Monday ac-
cepted the Enforcement
Directorate's closure report in a
money laundering case against
Suresh Kalmadi, the former head
of the 2010 Commonwealth
Games organising committee, its
then secretary general Lalit
Bhanot and others.

This brings to end the money
laundering angle in the alleged
scam, which triggered a massive
political uproar during the pre-
vious Congress-led UPA govern-
ment.

“Since during the investiga-
tions, the prosecution has failed
to make out a offence under sec-
tion 3 (money laundering) of the
PMILA...as no offence under sec-
tion 3 of the PMLA has been
made out or has been commit-
ted, despite discreet investiga-
tions by the ED, therefore, there
is noreason to continue with the
present ECIR, as a consequence,
the closure report filed by the ED
stands accepted,” Rouse Avenue
Court Special Judge Sanjeev

New Delhi: With a Delhi court
accepting the Enforcement
Directorate's (ED) closure re-
port in a case related to the
2010 Commonwealth Games,
the Congress on Monday said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal
must apologise to it and the
people of India for misleading
the country.

Congress general secretary
in-charge communications

Modi, Kejriwal must apologise
for misleading country: Cong

Jairam Ramesh said before
2014, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
convenor Kejriwal and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had
come together to "fabricate
scams" like 2G and
Commonwealth Games (CWG)
to defame his party.

"Two very honest and ded-
icated leaders -- Dr Manmohan
Singh and Mrs Sheila Dixit --
were falsely accused," he said
ina postin Hindi on X.

Aggarwal said in an order dated
April 28.

Kalmadi and the others were
accused of awarding two key
contracts — Games Workforce
Service; and Games Planning,
Project & Risk Management
Services — in a “wrongful man-
ner” to M/s Event Knowledge
Services (EKS) and M/s Ernst
and Young (E&Y), allegedly
causing a loss of Rs 30 crore to

the CWG organising committee.

After allegations of corrup-
tion in the conduct of the
Games, the CBI and the ED had
filed several criminal and
money laundering cases, re-
spectively. The CBI filed close to
20 FIRs related to the alleged
scam.

The ED's money laundering
case was built on the allegations
of corruption in a CBI case, which

was the predicate offence. While
accepting the ED’s closure re-
port, Judge Aggarwal relied on
the fact that the CBI's closure re-
port had been accepted and the
ED had told the court that it
could find no evidence of money
laundering in the case.

The CBI's closure report, filed
inJanuary 2014 and accepted by
a Delhi court in February 2016,
stated that “no incriminating ev-
idence surfaced during the in-
vestigation in the matter”. In
this case, the CBI had named,
along with Kalmadi, the then
COO of the CWG organising
committee, Vijay Kumar
Gautam, its then treasurer A K
Matto and Event Knowledge
Services, Switzerland, as ac-
cused, among others.Kalmadi
faces another corruption case
linked to the CWG Games, in
which the CBI has accused him
of alleged irregularities in
awarding a contract to a Swiss
firm allegedly causing a loss of
more than Rs 90 crore to the ex-
chequer. In this case, he was ar-
rested on April 24, 2011 and,
nine months later, granted bail
by the Delhi High Court.

Local who hid in tree key witness, NIA takes
him to the site of massacre in Pahalgam

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR, APRIL 28

A LOCAL man believed to have
been hiding atop a tree for more
than an hour after the first gun-
shots rang out at Pahalgam is be-
ing questioned by police for cru-
cial leads on the terrorists, The
Indian Express has learnt. “He has
also been taken back to Baisaran
valley by the National
Investigation Agency to recreate
the scene,” a source close to the
investigation said.

Police are also collecting evi-
dence from his mobile phone,

At Baisaran meadow where
26 people were Killed. File

given that he viewed the entire
episode from a distance.
Sources also told The Indian
Express that on the day of the at-
tack, at least 400 people were

Fire at ED’s Mumbai office:

papers burnt but agency
says crucial documents safe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
on Monday stated that though
certain documents were burnt
in a fire at the agency's Mumbai
office on Sunday, crucial docu-
ments were stored as digital
records and were therefore safe,
adding that no impediment in
conducting investigations or tri-
als was expected.

A fire broke out at the ED's
Mumbai Zonal Office-I on the
fourth floor of the Kaiser-I-Hind
building in Ballard Estate around
2.25 am on Sunday. The fire
brigade doused the blaze after
starting fire-fighting operations
around 3.30 am with more than
50 personnel and multiple fire
tenders.

The prima facie reason for
the fire appears to be a short cir-
cuit originating from the fourth
floor.

The ED's statement followed
speculations in media that the
fire may have destroyed docu-
ments of many crucial cases the
agency is investigating, such as
those against many
Maharashtra politicians, bank
fraud cases involving Nirav Modi
and Mehul Chowksi, and Covid
scam cases.

The ED said that although

Economic offences threaten economy:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, APRIL 28

ECONOMIC OFFENCES tend to be
grave as they are a threat to the
country’s economy, unlike con-
ventional crimes that affect indi-
viduals or groups, the Karnataka
High Court has said while reject-
ing the bail pleas of actors Ranya
Rao and Tarun Konduru.
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The prima facie reason for the fire appears to be a short
circuit originating from the fourth floor. Ganesh Shirsekar

the actual damage assessment
was still being carried out, a pre-
liminary assessment showed
that certain documents and fur-
niture had been burnt in the fire.

"It may be mentioned here
that evidentiary documents
pertaining to investigation and
relied upon documents are in-
variably stored in the form of
digital records as well as stored
inan internal centralised record
keeping system. With regard to
the cases where Prosecution
Complaints have been filed, the
original records are available
with concerned Courts.

Justice Vishwajit Shetty cited
the danger of economic offences,
the huge quantity of gold allegedly
smuggled by Rao, 33, and her as-
sociate Konduru, 36, and govern-
ment facilities accorded to Rao at
the Bengaluru airport.

“Unlike conventional crimes,
which affect individuals or specific
groups, economic offences have
the potential to threaten the sta-
bility of the national economy.

Therefore, no impediment in
conducting investigation or trial
is expected,” the agency said.

The offices on the ground
and the first floors of the Kaiser-
I-Hind building in Ballard Estate
remain functional. The section
of the office on the fourth floor
affected by the fire is now oper-
ational at the Old Regional Office
in Janmabhoomi Chambers.

Meanwhile, the ED has expe-
dited the procedure for opening
independent offices at the ear-
liest at the land at Bandra Kurla
Complex that was allocated by
the state government.

Economic offences are grave and
they always pose a threat to the
health of the economy of the coun-
try,” Justice Shetty said in his 28-
page order on April 26.

“The modus operandi of the
accused, the number of their visits
to Dubai, and filing false declara-
tions in Dubai customsonall such
visits...raise a serious doubt thatin
all the earlier visits also chances of
gold smuggling cannot be ruled

present inside the vast Baisaran
meadow. While the number of
tickets sold at the park’s ticket
counter thatday is still being as-
certained, an early estimate has
placed the figure during the at-
tack at 400, with ticket sales
close to 1,000.

“If not for the intervention of
locals, the toll could have been
higher,” said a source.
Eyewitnesses have told investi-
gating agencies that at least
three people entered the area by
crossing over a chain link fence
surrounding the park and began
walking towards the centre,
“shooting precisely”.

This, according to the source,
left the park’s gate open, and the
local ponywallas who remained
outside helped tourists to safety.
Itislearnt that the militants then
ran towards the forest bordering
the meadow and crossed over
the fence again.

Eyewitnesses, including
Nazakat Ahmad Shah, who
helped rescue some of the
tourists at Baisaran on April 22,
told The Indian Express that they
have not seen security presence
at the meadow in recent times.
“I have been going to the park for
years and not seen anyone in
uniform there,” he said.

Govt blocks 16 Pak

YouTube channels,
objects to BBC use of
word the ‘militants’

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL &DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

THE GOVERNMENT has banned
16 Pakistani YouTube channels for
disseminating provocative and
communally sensitive content,
and false and misleading narra-
tives and misinformation against
India, its Army and security agen-
cies following the Pahalgam terror
attack, officials said Monday.

It has also conveyed its dis-
pleasure to the BBC over its cover-
age of the terror attack, objecting
to the use of the word “militants”,
instead of terrorists.

The Pakistani YouTube chan-
nels that have been blocked in-
clude some leading channels like
DawnNews,SamaaTV,Ary News,
and Geo News.

A source said the decision to
block the channels was taken on
the back of the Pahalgam terror at-
tack. The 16 channels have 63.08
million followers. “Geo News
channel has 18.1 million followers,
Dawn News has 1.96 million fol-
lowers,Samaa TV has 12.7 million
followers and Ary News channel
has 14.6 m followers,” a source
said. The other blocked channels
include GNN, Bol News, The
Pakistan Reference and Raftar, the
source said.

Meanwhile, after the BBCIndia
termed the terrorists as militants
inone of itsreports, the Centre ap-
proached channel head Jackie
Martin via the Ministry of External
Affairs, and conveyed its strong
sentiments to him. “New Delhi’s
concerns have been strongly con-
veyed to the BBC by the MEA XP
Division,and now the XP Division
will be monitoring further report-
ing of the BBC,” said a source.

Similar concerns have also
been expressed to American news
agency Associated Press and UK-
based news agency Reuters,
sources told The Indian Express. The
MEA will continue to monitor the
reportage and flag to those con-
cerned about anything which it
feels undermines the severity of
the situation, or is factually incor-
rect.

In response to a query by The
Indian Express inthisregard,a BBC
spokesperson said, “The BBC has
sought to report the attacks... ac-
curately, impartially and respon-
sibly. We have included Prime
Minister Modi’s response to the at-
tacks prominently in our coverage.
Our long-standing position, re-
flected in the BBC's Editorial
Guidelines, is to use the word ter-
rorist with attribution. Anyone
who has seen or listened to our
coverage will have heard the word
used in quotes and interviews.”

HC denies bail to Ranya

out. Therefore, merely for the rea-
son that the alleged offences are
compoundable and punishable
with imprisonment up to seven
years, bail cannot be granted as a
thumb rule,” he said.

The HC also pointed to the
quantity of gold allegedly smug-
gled, over 100 kg, and the exten-
sion of government facilities like
VIP protocols to Rao, the step-
daughter of senior Karnataka IPS
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officer K Ramachandra Rao.
“Considering the mannerin which
accused no.1 has managed to
smuggle huge quantity of gold to
India, for which she has alsomade
use of the Government facilities
provided to her, and since investi-
gation of the case is still under
progress, the benefit of the proviso
toSection480 of BNSS, 2023, can-
not be extended to her,” Justice
Shetty ruled.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

ALL PAKISTANI citizens in
Maharashtra have been identi-
fied and their departure being
closely tracked, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said on
Monday.

The CM told mediapersons
the Centre’s guidelines are being
strictly followed. All the param-
eters cited in the Centre’s guide-
lines mandating Pakistani citi-
zens to leave India are being
implemented, he added.

However, the Centre’s direc-
tives will not apply to Sindhi
Hindus who have come on long
visas and applied for Indian citi-
zenship, he clarified.

“The state government is

| Al
\ :
Maharashtra

CM
Devendra

closely monitoring the develop-
ments. While I cannot reveal the
exact numbers at this moment, |
can say all the Pakistani citizens
have been identified. As they
leave their movements are being
tracked,” Fadnavis said.

He also reiterated that there
were no cases of untraced
Pakistani citizens in Maharashtra.

Earlier, Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde had said, “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah

Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde during his visit to the
residences of Hemant Joshi, Sanjay Lele and Atul Mone, who
lost their lives in the Pahalgam terror attack at Dombivli in

Thane on Sunday. ANI

Cong’s Wadettiwar
faces BJP, Sena attack
over Pahalgam remark

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

CHIEF MINISTER Devendra
Fadnavis and Revenue Minister
Chandrashekhar Bawankule on
Monday slammed senior
Congress leader  Vijay
Wadettiwar for questioning the
survivors’ accounts that the
Pahalgam terrorists asked the re-
ligion of the victims before
killing them.

Speaking to reporters on
Monday, Wadettiwar said, “We
are being told that the terrorists
ascertained the religion of the
victims and then killed them. Do
terrorists have so much time to
go close to someone and whisper
in their ears? It is highly contro-
versial because some are claim-
ing such things did happen while
others are denyingit. Do not plan
anything around it. Terrorists do
not have caste or religion.” He
added that the government must
take responsibility of the attack.
“Why was security not there?
Was there nointelligence failure?
Is this not the failure of the gov-
ernment? No one is talking about
that,” he said.

Fadnavis slammed
Wadettiwar. “Such statements
are like rubbing salt in the
wounds of the victims’s relatives.
This is very bad. I don’t know
whether to call this stupidity,”

Fadnavis said.

“It has been repeatedly
proven that Hindus are targeted
in Kashmir, so in which world is
Wadettiwar living? By claiming
that terrorists have no caste or
religion, who is Wadettiwar try-
ing to please,” Bawankule asked.
“By his statement, Wadettiwar is
making a disgusting attempt to
shield terrorists and provide
them protection. This is not just
irresponsibility, it's a clear exam-
ple of an anti-national mindset,”
he said, adding that every Indian
who loves the country must con-
demn such remarks.

Wadettiwar also came under
attack from Shiv Sena Rajya
Sabha MP Milind Deora, who
said when Indians are killed by
terrorists in  Pahalgam,
Wadettiwar’s first instinct is to
defend Pakistan “just like when
he claimed that Pakistani bullets
didn’t kill Hemant Karkare dur-
ing 26/11”. The party protested
outside its headquarters against
Wadettiwar.

The Congress leader, how-
ever, later issued a clarification.
“The terrorists came and they
killed our people. If they have as-
certained their religion before
killing them, they did it with a
purpose to destabilise the coun-
try. Their aim is start a fight be-
tween two major communities
in India and eventually cause
major losses,” Wadettiwar said.
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have given directives that
Pakistani nationals must leave
India. This is the overwhelming
sentiment of every Indian. There
are some Pakistani citizens in
Maharashtra. There is informa-
tion that 107 Pakistani citizens
are untraceable.” “Irrespective of
their destinations all of them
should leave. If they don’t the po-
lice will track them down and
take action. Even those who are
giving Pakistani nationals shel-
ter will face action,” he warned.

On the 107 untraced
Pakistani nationals, Fadnavis
dismissed it as baseless.

“All the Pakistani nationals
have been tracked. And they are
being made to leave. The police
will furnish the final numbers
once the process is complete,”
the CM said.

Maharashtra
to set up
tourism
security force

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

IN THE wake of the terror attack
on tourists near Pahalgamin J&K,
the Maharashtra government on
Monday announced to establish
a ‘Maharashtra Tourism Security
Force (Tourism Mitra)’, which
will be tasked with the safety of
tourists visiting the state.

State Tourism Minister
Shambhuraj Desai said, “This force
will be deployed for the safety of
tourists. The personnel will un-
dergo special training so that they
can guide and protect tourists.”

“The ‘Maharashtra Tourism
Security Force’ will be launched
on a pilot basis during the
Mahabaleshwar Festival in
Satara to be held from May 1 to 4.
In order to create a sense of se-
curity in the minds of tourists
coming to the state and to pro-
vide necessary information
about the state’s culture, history,
tourist places, laws, rules and
tourism, the tourism security
force will be appointed on a con-
tractual basis,” Desai added.

In order to set up the force,
the Tourism department has di-
rected the Maharashtra State
Security Corporation and
Maharashtra Ex-Servicemen
Corporation Ltd to submit infor-
mation about their employees as
soon as possible.

Around 25 personnel will be
appointed by the Maharashtra
State Security Corporation
through the Satara district su-
perintendent of police office.
These personnel will be given
necessary training for ensuring
the safety of tourists. The expen-
diture incurred on this initiative
will be borne by the
Maharashtra Tourism
Development Corporation in co-
ordination with the Maharashtra
State Security Corporation and
the Satara district SP office.

Tourism Secretary Atul Patne
said the step is meant to create a
safe environment at tourist des-
tinations. “The force will have
trained personnel, modern tech-
nology and a well-coordinated
system, which will react imme-
diately inemergency situations,”
he said.

Haryana woman, 5-year-old
daughter gangraped, minor killed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 28

A35-YEAR-OLD woman and her
five-year-old daughter were al-
legedly gangraped and the mi-
nor smothered to death, report-
dely after the woman entered
into a spat with the accused who
were drinking alcohol outside
her shanty in Haryana's Jind.

Police arrested all the accused
— three men — and detained a
13-year-old following specificin-
formation. A local court Sunday
sent the three men — identified
as Hameed Khan, alias Amit,
(46), Shiva (19), and Biru (18) —
to one-day police remand. The
minor has been sent to a juvenile
correctional facility.

Though the incident took
place on the night of April 21, the
victim filed a police complaint
after three days, leading to the
arrest of the accused on April 26.
All the accused are the residents

of the same locality as the victim
woman, who makes ends meet
by ragpicker, and the accused are
residents of the same colony in
the town.

As per the police, the four
accused were allegedly con-
suming alcohol near the
woman’s shanty to which she
objected. A heated argument
ensued following which Khan
allegedly dragged her to a
nearby garbage dump and
raped her, they said. The minor,
who followed the woman on
hearing her screams, was also
sexually assaulted by the other
accused, police said. With the
minor screaming in pain, the
accused then smothered her to
death and then took turns rap-
ing the woman, they said.

The woman's husband was
not at home when the incident
occurred. On April 22 morning,
some locals and the family found
the child's body. “They noticed
some injury marks on her neck

apart from some bloodstains.
However, considering it a natural
death, the family buried the
body,” Jind's ASP Sonakshi Singh
said. The woman, who regained
consciousness two days later, in-
formed the family and filed a po-
lice complaint.

On April 24, the police ex-
humed the girl’s body and sent
it to the BPS Government
Medical College for Women in
Sonipat district for post-
mortem.

“The autopsy report stated
that the five-year-old had been
gangraped before being stran-
gulated to death. A medical ex-
amination of the mother also
confirmed gangrape,” the po-
lice officer said.

After the autopsy report
came in, the police added
charges under the POCSO Act,
along with sections pertaining
to gangrape and murder under
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).
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>y M.P. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
P19 - ORPORATION LTD.

(Government of Madhya Pradesh Undertaking)
Secretariat for Single Window System
21, Arera Hills, Bhopal-462011 M.P.
Tel. : (91) 755-2571830, 2575618, 3523555, 3523505
E-mail : helpdesk@mpidc.co.in, Website : www.invest. mp.gov.in
CIN : US1102MP19773GCO01392

NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR

QUALIFIGATION-CUM-REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

N.L.T. No. MPIDC/Tech-RFP/2025/209 Date : 28.04.2025
Madhya Pradesh Industrial Development Corporation Lid.
(MPIDC Ltd.) invites offers from interested consultants with
proven capabilities and demonstrated performance fo express
their interest to participale in the compelitive bidding for
“Engagement of Consultantto act as a Project Management
Consultant (PMC) for Infrastructure Development of PM
MITRA Park in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh”.

The Tender documents can be downloaded from the
e-procurement Portal https:/mptenders.gov.in-MPIDC HO.

M.P. Madhyam/119820/2025 CHIEF ENGINEER

BAJAJ FINANCE LIMITED rm'_.-l:qu

Registered Office: Bajaj Aulo Limied Complex, Murnbai - Puna Road, Akurdi, Pune - 411035
Branch Office: Baja| Financa Lid, Cls Ma GE1TE, 2ad Floor, Mukand lcon, Survey Ma 581, Plat
No 167, Tiak Road, Opposde Ayurded Hospial, Ahmadnagar, Maharashira 414001 Authorized
Officer's Details: Mama: Mr. Vaibhay Kadam, Emalil ID; vaithay kadamB@bajajfinsaryin Mob
Mo, 3TE6 231054
APPENDIN- IV-A [See provisa to nuke 8 (5|
E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAES! ACT 20402

Sale of Inmevable Azsels Under the Securitization and Reconstruchaon of

Finantial Assels and Enforcemont of Socurily Inbarest Act, 2002 CACT™)
Muotice i hereby given o the pulbllicin general and to the Borrowens! Co-bomowersMortgagar(shin
respect of below menficned secured assel whech is morlgeged wilh Bajgj Finance Limited
{"BFL"), and poszassion afl which had baén @ken by undersignad Authorised Clicer of BFL undar
the provigions of the ACT will be sold by Auction for racoveny of the amount mantiched hereurdar
and furiher appiicable interest, charges, and costs etc
The secured asset desoribed balow is baing zold on "AS 15 WHERE |5, AS |5 WHAT 15 AND
WHATEVER THERE IS° under Rule Mo, & & 0 of the Secunily interast (Enforcement] Ruses ("the
Flules™) far recovery of the dues detailed as under;

Particulars of E-suction

O
—

Kirrdiny = Koo bimald & Hecun Eirepases

Organised by IDEMI Mumbai Minigtry of MSME Govl, of India

Augmented reality AR and Virtual Reality VR for
Architecture, Interiors and Builders

All Training Sessions with hands on practices
Course Duration 2 Days Date-3,4 May 2025 Time-10.30 Am to 5.00 PM
Venue: IDEMI, Swatantryaveer Tatya Tope Marg, Chunabhatti, Sion, Mumbai
Email id : training@idemi.org ~ Web : www.idemiorg  Ph.: (022) 2405 0301/2/3/4

Fees-5000+18 % GST QR CODE FOR
Include Lunch + Tea (Fees are not refundable) REGISTRATION
After successful completion, certificate will be issued Li..l :
For architects, designers, contractors, real estate and interior designers

Call for details between 10am to 6pm

Wama & Address of
Barrawer

Mangesh Prakash Tars (Biorrower)
Sonali Tarte [Co-Barmower)

Baoth At: - Fiol Mo 3 Sub Plot Na. 2, Shinde Mala, Saved
Ahmadnagar - 474001

Loan Account Number 44.1|_.n,1i'[|3651?ﬂ1

[ Statutory Demand Notice ws. | Nalice dated 12-Jul-21 Demand amount Rs, 26,63, 196
1:42) Data & Amaunt

Dutstanding Amount as on R, 46,00, 760,771+ (Rupoes Forly-Sm Lakh - Seven Hundred and

24.04.2025 aluly Rupees and Seveniv-Seven Palse Onlyias on 24104125
Description of Immovable Cffice Mo, C-B-8.0-9, Cls Mo 5825 8, Firsl Floor, Adarsh Saenmnudhi
Frnpuarq' Apariment, Lhaupad Karang, Abmednagar Mararashira = 41401001
Reserve Price In INR Rz ZT 04 (00

EMD Rs. 2 70 S0

E-alsction date and time F105125 300 pmie 5.00 pm

E- auction Portal hisns:ibankaucions.in

Last date of submission of EMD| 200535

Bid Incremant Amount in Rs. Rz 25 000k
Encumbrance Known fo il Bncesm
Sgcured Credibee
Date of Inspndlnn of | Frnp-arl::.l Fream 010525 In 2000625 on '-'.IJN" day Detwaan D30AMW T 5|

P wish Prior appaoinimant

Public in Ganeral and Baerowers (0 parlicular plaase taka nolice that f in zasa auchion an dale
schadubad harein Fils for any reason whatseaver then secured cradilor may enforce security
inferest by way of sale through private freaty, ai ihe discretion on of the secured credior, For
detafed tarms and conditions of fha sale, plesss refer & the ink htips:ibankasctions.in and
hilfps iwabn. bajajlinsesd insarf@esi-au ciian-naloas
Date: 20/04/2025

Place: AHMEDNAGAR

Sl Authorized Oificer
Bajad Finance Limited

IN RE: INVITATION OF CLAIMS IN RESPECT OF
MIRROR TRADING INTERNATIONAL (PTY) LTD.

(IN LIQUIDATION)

Dear Sir/Ma’am,

1. We write to you in our capacities as the duly appointed joint liquidators of Mirror Trading
International (Pty) Ltd. (“MTI”), which has been liquidated in terms of South African
Insolvency Act, 24 of 1936 (“Insolvency Act’). The final liquidation order was granted by
the High Court of South Africa (Western Cape Division, Cape town) on 30 June 2021.

2. You may have known MTI as an internet based crypto-currency club carrying on its
business through its website https://mticlaims.co.za/userpanel/login.php. A copy of the
order of the High Court of South Africa (Western Cape Division, Cape Town) dated 30 June
2021isaccessible at https://www.investrust.co.za/mti-liquidation.html.

3. MTI was declared an unlawful Ponzi Scheme, the bitcoinwithdrawn by investors did not
represent their own investment capital or return on their investment. MTI did not generate
any returns on the investments received and utilised a later investor’s funds to pay the
capital and returns to an investor who invested earlier. The investors who withdrew funds
and received payment from MTI therefore, received funds deposited / invested by other
investors and benefited from someone else’s investment and not their own.An investor in
an illegal scheme is not entitled to any profit and therefore any profit made on investments
are dispositions made by MTI for no value.

4. As MTI is undergoing liquidation, all the stakeholders/investors of MTI are invited to
submit their proof of claim with the undersigned in a prescribed claim form in terms of
Section 44 of the Insolvency Act, which is accessible at https://www.investrust.co.za/mti-
liquidation.html

5. The following investors are entitled to submit claims (we refer you to the classes of
investors as detailed in the circular dated 26 January 2024):

a. Class 1 investors who invested in MTI and did not withdraw anything, can claim for the
loss of their entire investment at the Rand value thereof as at the date of the investment.

b. Class 2 investors who invested in MTI and withdrew a portion of their investment
(therefore withdrew less than what they invested), can claim for the nett loss of their
investment, i.e. the Rand value of their investment at the date of the investment less the
Rand value of the withdrawals at the date of the withdrawals.

c. Class 3 investors who invested in MTI and withdrew more than what they invested and
therefore made a profit do not have aninitial claim.

6. Process for the submission of claims:

a. Investors can obtain access to the MTI “back-office” to access their transactional history
with MTI at www.mticlaims.co.za.

b. An instructional video can be found on the home page of the abovementioned website,
which will assist you in accessing the necessary data and in completing and submitting
your claim electronically.

c. You will first be required to reset your password (if you have not yet done so) by using the
email address you used to register on MTI’s system and to provide your KYC (“Know Your
Customer”) documents.

d. Once you gain access to your data, you will be able to verify same and to download,
complete and upload your claim document electronically. Please refrain from submitting
claims via email orin hard copy format.

7. Supporting documents to be attached to your claim document:

a. Your Identity Document and/or passport,

b. Proof of residence not older than 3 months from the date of submission of your claim.

c. Bank statements as proof of the amount transferred from your bank account to an
exchange, for example LUNO, Binance or Bitmex.

d. A bank confirmation letter issued by your bank as confirmation that the bank account
referred to in paragraph 7.cis in your name.

e. Exchange statements as proof that the funds referred to in paragraph 7.c. was received
and then transferred to your MTI wallet.

f. MTI statements as proof that the funds referred to in paragraph 7.e. were received in your
MTIwallet.

8. The liquidators will inform the investor of their decision to accept, reject, reduce or
increase the claim.

9. Itis important to note that the full amounts claimed (whether a claim was accepted as is,
reduced or increased) will not be paid. Investors will receive a proportionate dividend,
which will be calculated based on the amount that is available for distribution in a particular
Liquidation and Distribution Account and the value of the legitimate claims that remain after
the claims’ investigation- and objection-processes are finalised.

10. By way of the present e-mail, we call upon you to submit your claim form in respect of
MTI by downloading the claim form from the link provided hereinabove, complete the claim
formand submititin PDF format.

11. Kindly do the needful on or before 23rd May 2025.

12. Submission of false or misleading proof of claim shall attract penalties.

13. For further details on the liquidation proceedings of MTI, kindly access the following
links:

a. https://www.investrust.co.za/mti-liquidation.html

b. https://www.tygerbergtrustees.co.za/mirror-trading-international-pty-Itd.html

Yours Faithfully,

Mr. Herman Bester,

Mr. Adriaan Willem Van Rooyen,

Mr. Christopher James Roos,

Ms. Jacolien Frieda Bernard,

Ms. Diedre Basson,

Mr. Chavonnes Badenhorst St. Clair Cooper
Mr Kevin Titus

Mr Daniel Sandile Ndlovu

(Joint Liquidators of Mirror Trading International (Pty) Ltd.)
clo Schabort Potgieter Attorneys Inc,
81 Thomas Edison Street, Menlo Park, Pretoria, South Africa.

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL,
AHMEDABAD BENCH
C.A.(CAA)/11(AHM)2025

In the matter of the Companies Act, 2013;

AND

In the matter of Sections 230 to 232 and other applicable provisions
of the Companies Act, 2013;

AND

In the matter of Scheme of Arrangement involving transfer and
vesting of the Advanced Materials Undertaking of Arvind Limited to
Arvind Advanced Materials Limited.

ARVIND ADVANCED MATERIALS LIMITED

(CIN U52100GJ2015PLC085165)

a company incorporated under the Companies Act, 2013

and having its Registered Office at

Main Building, Arvind Limited Premises,

Naroda Road, Ahmedabad — 380025

in the state of Gujarat........................ Applicant Transferee Company
NOTICE OF THE MEETING OF UNSECURED CREDITORS OF ARVIND

ADVANCED MATERIALS LIMITED

NOTICE is hereby given that by Order dated gth April, 2025 (‘Order’), the Hon’ble National

Company Law Tribunal, Ahmedabad Bench (‘NCLT’), has directed to convene Meeting of the

Unsecured Creditors including Creditors towards Lease Liabilities (hereinafter referred to as

“Unsecured Creditors) of the Applicant Transferee Company (‘Meeting’); for the purpose of

considering, and, if thought fit, approving, with or without modification(s), the proposed Scheme

of Arrangement involving transfer and vesting of the Advanced Materials Undertaking of Arvind

Limited (‘Applicant Transferor Company’) to Arvind Advanced Materials Limited (‘Applicant

Transferee Company’) and their respective shareholders and creditors (‘Scheme’).

In pursuance of the said Order read with latest General circularissued by the Ministry of Corporate

Affairs (‘MCA’) viz.General Circular No.09/2024 dated 1 oth September, 2024 (‘MCA Circular’) and

as directed therein, further Notice is hereby given that separate Meeting of the Unsecured

Creditors of the Applicant Transferee Company will be held on Friday, 3oth May, 2025 at4.00 p.m.;

through Video Conferencing or Other Audio Visual Means (‘VC/OAVM’), at which time the

Unsecured Creditors of the Applicant Transferee Company are requested to attend.

Copies of the said Scheme of Arrangement, Explanatory Statement pursuant to Section 102 of the

Act read with Sections 230 to 232 of the Companies Act, 2013 can be obtained free of charge at the

Registered Office of Arvind Advanced Materials Limited and/or atthe office of the Advocate Mrs. Swati

Soparkar at 301, Shivalik 10, Opp. SBI Zonal Office, Near Excise Chowky, S.M. Road, Ahmedabad

380015, Gujarat in accordance with second proviso to sub-section (3) of Section 230 of the Act and

Rule 7 of the Companies (Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations) Rules, 2016.

NCLT has appointed Mr. Bimal Ranjan Garg, Advocate, to act as Chairman of the said Meeting to

be held on 30th May, 2025 and in respect of any adjournment or adjournments thereof.

Mr. Keshav Khaneja, Insolvency Professional, has been appointed as the Scrutinizer to scrutinize

the voting through e-voting during the Meeting, and remote e-voting process in a fair and

transparent manner;

The Scheme of Arrangement, if approved in the aforesaid Meeting, will be subject to the

subsequent approval and sanction by NCLT and other regulatory authorities.

FURTHER NOTICE is hereby given that:

1) Pursuantto the directions issued by NCLT by the Order dated gth April, 2025 read with MCA
Circular and the provisions of Section 230(4) and Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013
read with Rule 20 of the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, the
business as set out in aforesaid Notice is to be transacted by Unsecured Creditors of the
Applicant Transferee Company through voting by means of remote e-voting facility or e
voting at the time of the Meeting through National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL).
The necessary instructions for remote e-voting and e-voting during Meeting have been set
outin the said Notice dated 18th April, 2025. This facility is being provided to the Unsecured
Creditors having outstanding debt of the Company as on cut-off date i.e. 3oth April,2025.

2) The voting right of the Unsecured Creditors shall be in proportion to value of outstanding
debt of the Transferee Company as on 3oth April, 2025, being the cut-off date.

3) The Company has sent by an email dated 2gth April, 2025, the Notice of NCLT Convened
Meetingstoallthe Unsecured Creditors ofthe Company whose names appearinthe records
of the Company as on 3oth September, 2024 and whose email addresses were registered
with the Company and completed dispatch of the physical copy of the Notice at their
registered address as on ogth April, 2025 to those who have not registered their email
addresses, in compliance with directions of NCLT.

4) The aforesaid Notices along with the requisite documents are also available on the website
ofthe ApplicantTransferee Company atwww.arvind-amd.com and onthe website of NSDL
at www.evoting.nsdl.com.

5) Theremote e-voting commences on Tuesday, o7th May, 2025 at 09:00 am and it willend on
Thursday, 2 2gth May, 2025 at 05:00 pm. During the voting period, Unsecured Creditors of the
Company may cast their vote through remote e-voting. The Voting through remote e-voting
will not be allowed beyond 5:00 p.m.on 2gth May, 2025. The remote e-voting module shall
be disabled by NSDL for voting thereatfter.

6) Any person who becomes an Unsecured Creditor of Applicant Transferee Company after
dispatch of the Notice and have outstanding debt due to them by Applicant Transferee
Company as on the cut-off date may cast their votes by following the instructions of e-voting.

7) Those Unsecured Creditors who will be present in the Meeting through VC / OAVM facility
and had not cast their votes on the business through remote e-voting and are otherwise not
barred from doing so, shall be eligible to vote through e-voting system available during the Meeting.

8) Unsecured Creditors, who have cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to the Meeting may
participate in the Meeting through VC / OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast their votes again.

9) The Scrutinizer shall submit a consolidated Scrutinizer's Report of the total votes cast in
favour of and against the resolutions and invalid votes, if any, after the conclusion of the
Meeting to the Chairman of the Meeting or a person authorised by him, in writing, who shall
countersign the same. The results of the Meeting along with the Scrutinizer's Report would
be displayed at the Registered Office of Applicant Transferee Company, and on its website
at www.arvind-amd.com and on the website of NSDL.

10) Unsecured Creditors facing any technical issue in login can contact NSDL helpdesk by
sending a request at evoting@nsdl.com or call at 022 - 4886 7000

11) In order to express their views and to seek explanations pertaining to Scheme of
Arrangement during the Meeting, the concerned Unsecured Creditors of Applicant
Transferee Company, are requested to register themselves as Speaker on or before
7 days prior to Meeting by sending their name, email id, mobile humber at
bhavesh.shah@arvind.in.

Place: Dehradun
Date: April 28, 2025

Bimal Ranjan Garg
Chairman appointed for meetings

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL,
AHMEDABAD BENCH
C.A.(CAA)/11(AHM)2025

In the matter of the Companies Act, 2013;
AND
In the matter of Sections 230 to 232 and other applicable provisions
of the Companies Act, 2013;
AND
In the matter of Scheme of Arrangement involving transfer and
vesting of the Advanced Materials Undertaking of Arvind Limited to
Arvind Advanced Materials Limited.
ARVIND LIMITED
(CINL17119GJ1931PLC000093)
a Company incorporated under the Indian Companies Act,
1913 and having its Registered Office at Naroda Road,
Ahmedabad-382345 in the state of Gujarat
........................ ApplicantTransferor Company
NOTICE OF THE MEETINGS OF EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS, SECURED
CREDITORS AND UNSECURED CREDITORS OF ARVIND LIMITED
NOTICE is hereby given that by Order dated 8th April, 2025 (‘Order’), the Hon’ble National
Company Law Tribunal, Ahmedabad Bench (‘NCLT’), has directed to convene separate Meetings
of the Equity Shareholders, Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors including Creditors
towards Lease Liabilities (hereinafter referred to as “Unsecured Creditors) of the Applicant
Transferor Company (‘Meetings’); forthe purpose of considering, and, if thoughtfit, approving, with
or without modification(s), the proposed Scheme of Arrangement involving transfer and vesting of
the Advanced Materials Undertaking of Arvind Limited (‘Applicant Transferor Company’) to Arvind
Advanced Materials Limited (‘Applicant Transferee Company’) and their respective shareholders
and creditors (‘Scheme’).
Inpursuance of the said Order read with General circularissued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(‘MCA’) viz. General Circular No. 09/2024 dated 19th September, 2024 (‘MCA Circulars’) and as
directed therein, further Notice is hereby given that separate Meetings of the Equity Shareholders,
Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors of the Applicant Transferor Company will be held on
Friday, 30th May, 2025 respectively at 10:00 a.m., 12.00 noon and 2.00 p.m.; through Video
Conferencing or Other Audio Visual Means (‘VC/OAVM’), at which time the Equity Shareholders,
Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors of the Applicant Transferor Company are requested
to attend.
Copies of the said Scheme of Arrangement, Explanatory Statement pursuantto Section 102 of the
Act read with Sections 230 to 232 of the Companies Act, 2013 can be obtained free of charge at
the Registered Office of Arvind Limited and/or at the office of the Advocate Mrs. Swati Soparkar at
301, Shivalik 10, Opp. SBI Zonal Office, Near Excise Chowky, S.M. Road, Ahmedabad 380015,
Gujarat in accordance with second proviso to sub-section (3) of Section 230 of the Act and Rule 7
of the Companies (Compromises, Arrangements and Amalgamations) Rules, 2016.
NCLT has appointed Mr. Bimal Ranjan Garg, Advocate, to act as Chairman of the said Meetings to
be held on 30th May, 2025 respectively and in respect of any adjournment or adjournments thereof.
Mr. Keshav Khaneja, Insolvency Professional, has been appointed as the Scrutinizer to scrutinize
the voting through e-voting during the Meeting, and remote e-voting process in a fair and
transparent manner;
The Scheme of Arrangement, if approved in the aforesaid Meetings, will be subject to the
subsequent approval and sanction by NCLT and other regulatory authorities.
FURTHER NOTICE is hereby given that:

1) Pursuantto the directions issued by NCLT by the Order dated gth April, 2025 read with MCA
Circular, SEBI Circular and the provisions of Section 230(4) and Section 108 of the
Companies Act, 2013 read with Rule 20 of the Companies (Management and
Administration) Rules, 2014 and Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the business as set out in aforesaid Notice is
tobe transacted by Equity Shareholders, Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors of the
Applicant Transferor Company through voting by means of remote e-voting facility or e
voting at the time of the Meetings through National Securities Depository Limited (NSDL).
The necessary instructions for remote e-voting and e-voting during Meetings have been set
out in the said Notice dated 18th April, 2025. This facility is being provided to the Equity
Shareholdersholding sharesinphysicaland dematerialised formas on cut-off datei.e.23rd
May, 2025. This facility is further also being provided to the Secured and Unsecured
Creditors having outstanding debt of the Company as on cut-off date i.e. 30th April, 2025.

2) The voting right of the Equity shareholders shall be in proportion to value of fully paid Equity
Shares ofthe Transferor Company held by themason 23rd May, 2025, being the cut-off date.
The voting right of the Secured and Unsecured Creditors shall be in proportion to value of
outstanding debt of the Transferor Company as on 3oth April, 2025, being the cut-off date.

3) The Company has sent by an email dated ogth April, 2025, the Notice of NCLT Convened
Meetings to all the Equity Shareholders, Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors of the
Company whose names appear in the records of the Company as on 3oth September, 2024
and whose email addresses were registered with the Company or with the Depository
Participants, as the case may be and completed dispatch of the physical copy of the Notice
attheirregisteredaddressason 2gth April,2025to those who have notregistered theiremail
addresses, in compliance with directions of NCLT.

4) The aforesaid Notices along with the requisite documents are also available on the website
ofthe Applicant Transferor Company at www.arvind.com, websites of the Stock Exchanges
i.e. BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.bseindia.com and
www.nseindia.com respectively and on the website of NSDL at www.evoting.nsdl.com.

5) Theremote e-voting commences on Tuesday, o7th May, 2025 at 09:00 am and it willend on
Thursday, 2gth May, 2025 at 05:00 pm. During the voting period, Equity Shareholders,
Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors of the Company may cast their vote through
remote e-voting. The Voting through remote e-voting will not be allowed beyond 5:00 p.m.on
2gth May, 2025.The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL for voting thereafter.

6) Any person who becomes a Shareholder/Secured Creditor/Unsecured Creditor of
Applicant Transferor Company after dispatch of the Notice and holds shares/have
outstanding debt due to them by Applicant Transferor Company as on the cut-off date may
cast their votes by following the instructions of e-voting.

7) Those Shareholders, Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors who willbe presentin the
Meeting through VC / OAVM facility and had not casted their votes on the business through
remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from doing so, shall be eligible to vote through
e-voting system available during the respective Meetings.

8) Shareholders, Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors, who have casted their votes by
remote e-voting prior to the Meeting may participate in the Meeting through VC / OAVM but
shall not be entitled to cast their votes again.

9) The Scrutinizer shall submit a consolidated Scrutinizer's Report of the total votes cast in
favour of and against the resolutions and invalid votes, if any, after the conclusion of the
Meeting to the Chairman of the Meeting or a person authorised by him, in writing, who shall
countersign the same. The results of the Meeting along with the Scrutinizer's Report would
be displayed at the Registered Office of Applicant Transferor Company, and on its website
atwww.arvind.com, onthe website of the Stock Exchanges where the Company’s securities
are listed and on the website of NSDL.

10) Incase Shareholders have not registered their email address with the Company / DP may
follow the process detailed below for registration:

Physical | By clicking on the below link, the Shareholders may register his / her email address,
Holding | mobile number and bank details:
https://web.in.mpms.mufg.com/EmailReg/Email_Register.html
After clicking the above link, the Shareholders have to fill the relevant details in the
respective fields and attach self attested copy of PAN and address proof and
cancelled cheque leaf
Demat By clicking on the link below, the Shareholders may register his / her email address
Holding | and mobile number:

https://web.in.mpms.mufg.com/EmailReg/Email_Register.html
For registration of bank details, the Shareholders may contact their respective DPs.

11) Helpdesk for Individual Shareholders holding securities in demat mode for any technical
issues related to login through Depository i.e. NSDL and CDSL.

Login type Helpdesk details

| Members facing any technical issue in login can contact
NSDL helpdesk by sending a request at
evoting@nsdl.co.in or call at toll free no.:
1800 1020 990 and 180022 44 30

Individual Shareholders holding
securities in demat mode with NSDL

| Members facing any technical issue in login can contact
CDSL helpdesk by sending a request at
helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com or contact at 022-
23058738 or 022-23058542-43

Individual Shareholders holding
securities in demat mode with CDSL
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In case of any queries or issues regarding e-voting, Shareholders, secured creditors and
unsecured creditors may referthe Frequently Asked Questions and e-voting user manual available
at www.evotingindia.com under help section or write as email to evoting@nsdl.com or call on
022-4886 7000.

12) In order to express their views and to seek explanations pertaining to Scheme of
Arrangement during the Meeting, the concerned Shareholders, Secured Creditors and
Unsecured Creditors of Applicant Transferor Company, are requested to register
themselves as Speaker on or before 7 days prior to Meeting by sending their name,
email id, mobile number, DP ID and client ID (if applicable). Folio no. in case of Shareholders at

investor@arvind.in.
Place: Dehradun
Date: April 28, 2025

Bimal Ranjan Garg
Chairman appointed for meetings

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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‘P’ FOR PATRAKAR

SAMAJWADIPARTY (SP) president Akhilesh Yadav on Monday
brought journalists under the umbrella of the “PDA”, a term
coined by him for “Pichhda, Dalit, Alpsankhyak”. During a
press conference on Monday, a journalist complained of a case
against him for raising questions on the Pahalgam terror attack
and said he was also receiving threats. In his reply, Akhilesh
said that ‘P’ in PDA also meant ‘Patrakar’ and the journalist
community, along with others, will be protected, too.

HIGH SEAT

of Rome)

AT THE funeral mass of Pope Francis, President Droupadi
Murmu was seated near Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. However, Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju too
was seated among the heads of the states — right behind
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban. The seating arrange-
ments for the dignitaries — other than the presidents of
Argentina (Pope’s native country)and Italy (Pope is the Bishop
— were based on the French diplomatic alphabeti-
cal order and since Rijiju was the senior most minister from
India, he got a prominent seat, sources say.

BRIDGE THE GAP

AMID DELAY in textbooks for some classes, the CBSE is learnt
to have communicated to the NCERT that if new textbooks
for higher classes, Class 9 for instance, are being planned for
the next academic year, they should be made available in ad-
vance, preferably by the end of this year. New textbooks for
Classes4 and 7 were made available only after the session be-
gan this month, while those for Classes 5 and 8 are yet to be
provided. These classes are now using ‘bridge’ courses to ease
the transition to the new material.

National Mission for
Clean Ganga now
‘authority’ under I-T
law, gets tax relief

The Mission was facing income tax
demands amounting to3243.74 crore

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

THE CENTRAL Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) has notified the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) as an authority
under clause 46A of section 10 of
the Income Tax Act, 1961, grant-
ing it exemption from taxes on
income. NMCG implements the
Union government’s ambitious
Namami Gange scheme.

The clause allows tax exemp-
tion for any income arising to a
body, authority, board, trust, or
commission, not being a com-
pany, which has been estab-
lished or constituted by or under
a Central or State Act for speci-
fied purposes.

“In exercise of the powers
conferred...the Central
Government hereby notifies the
“National Mission for Clean
Ganga”, an authority constituted
under the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 (No.29 of
1986), for the purposes of the
said clause,” states the notifica-
tion issued on April 22.

“This notification shall be ef-
fective from the assessment year
2024-25, subject to the condi-
tion that the assessee continues
to be an authority constituted
under the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 (No.29 of
1986), with one or more of the
purposes specified in sub-clause
(a) of clause (46A) of section 10
of the Income-tax Act,” it reads.

CBDT, which comes under
the Ministry of Finance, has also
allowed NMCG'’s application
seeking condonation of the de-
lay in filing revised return of in-
come for assessment years
2021-22,2022-23 and 2023-24.
The move will allow NMCG to
avail income tax exemption for
previous assessment years.

Last month, The Indian
Express had reported that NMCG,
facing tax demands amounting
to X243.74 crore, had contested
theI-T department’s assessment

The NMCG implements the
Centre’s ambitious Namami
Gange scheme. File

Crucial
® breather

EXPLAINED

THE MOVE by the Central
Board of Direct Taxes to
notify the NMCG as an
authority under the
Income Tax Act will bring
much awaited relief to
the mission. It will ease
the burden of compli-
ances from the NMCG
officials who can focus
on their core mandate

of cleaning of Ganga.

orders and had requested the
CBDT to allow it to revise its re-
turns. Following this, Jal Shakti
Ministry officials took up the
matter with their counterpartsin
the Ministry of Finance and held
around of meetings, sources said.

Initially registered as a soci-
ety onAugust 12,2011, under the
Societies Registration Act, 1860,
NMCG was later upgraded to an
‘authority’ on October 7, 2016,
under the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986. Despite
this transition, its PAN remained
categorised as an Association of
Persons (AOP). This led to
scrutiny by the I-T department’s
software, which flagged it as a
high-income entity, resulting in
repeated tax notices.
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ONE-DAY SPECIAL ASSEMBLY SESSION ON PAHALGAM ATTACK

J&K MLAs appeal on house demolitions:
‘Don’t hand out collective punishment’

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, APRIL 28

UNANIMOUSLY PASSING a res-
olution on Monday condemning
the Pahalgam terror attack,
members of the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly pointed to
the public outrage over the inci-
dent across the Valley and cau-
tioned against any “misplaced
action that alienates the people”.

They referred to the reports
of harassment of Kashmiri stu-
dents and businessmen in other
parts of the country, as well as
the demolition of houses be-
longing to the families and even
distant relatives of terrorists in
the Valley, with one MLA de-
scribing it as “collective punish-
ment”.

Referring to the fact that peo-
ple came out of their houses in
protest against the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack thatleft 26 dead, 25 of
them  tourists, People’s
Conference leader Sajad Lone
said the biggest challenge law
enforcers have had in the past s
that they could not distinguish
between aninnocent manand a

People’s Conference chief and MLA Sajad Lone and (right) CPM legislator M Y Tarigami speak
during the special session of the J&K Assembly in Jammu on Monday. P11

terrorist, with several innocents
dying in the process or suffering.

The violence will not end un-
less there are thousands of pony
wallahs such as Syed Adil
Hussain Shah who had come to
the rescue of tourists, Lone said.
“However, to nurture people and
make them like Syed Adil Shah,
you have to create the environ-
ment... To have such an environ-
ment, we cannot take measures
which are regressive.”

Stressing that the cooperation

Kharge targets PM:
‘When all-party meet
held, he was giving
poll speeches in Bihar’

PARUL KULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR,APRIL 28

CONGRESS NATIONAL president
Mallikarjun Kharge on Monday
criticised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for not attending
the all-party meeting held fol-
lowing the terrorist attack
against tourists in Kashmir’s
Pahalgam.

Addressing the crowd at a
'Save the Constitution’ rally at
Jaipur, Kharge said, “Every
Congress leader and party worker
is with the government in the
fight against terror activities on
our land. Butitis unfortunate that
when the all-party meeting was
called, representatives from every
party were present, except for PM
Modi. He was busy giving election
speeches in Bihar...”

Healso criticised the BJP for its
“obsession” with the Congress.
“BJP has been using CBI, ED, and
Income Tax officials to harass the
Opposition. They raided more
than 200individuals’ homes, but
only 1% were punished. BJPis ob-
sessed with Congress, although
we have been out of power (at the
Centre)for 11 years. Modi should
work for the upliftment of people
and leave behind petty politics,”
Kharge said.

Senior Rajasthan Congress
leaders were also present at the

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge in Jaipur on Monday.
Rohit Jain Paras

Ramlila Maidan for the event.
Addressing the gathering, state
Congress president Govind Singh
Dotasara took aim at the Centre
over the security situation in the
country. Congress leaders also
raised the issue of the law and or-
der situation in Rajasthan.

Sachin Pilot accused the BJP
of trying to destroy the
Constitution. “They have weak-
ened the Election Commission
of the country and have been us-
ing various government agen-
cies to silence the Opposition’s
voice. Hence, we have organised
this campaign to raise awareness
in people regarding the safety of
the Constitution.”

All the senior Congress lead-
ers raised the Pahalgam attack,
rising cost of living, unemploy-
ment, and the alleged misuse of
government machinery by BJP.

oflocal people was needed foren-
during peace, he said: “We have
to make corrections. If we do not
make corrections, we will bleed.”

The People’s Conference
leader referred to alleged inci-
dents of harassment of Kashmiri
students in some parts of the
country, and said this should be
checked. “We have to tell the
people that when you do some-
thing, it gets magnified and feeds
the mindset that terrorists want.
Let us not do what terrorists

want us todo.”
Muzaffar Igbal Khan, an
Independent MLA from

Thanmandi in Rajouri, Jammu,
who supports the ruling
National Conference, said that
while no words were enough to
condemn the “cowardly” terror-
ist act, “there should not be col-
lective punishment of innocent
people just because someone in
their distant family has become
amilitant”.

He said houses of even those

who no longer have any contact
with their relatives who had
joined terrorism had been de-
molished. “Such actions will not
end the terror ecosystem,” Khan
said.

Veteran CPI(M) leader M Y
Tarigami accused the terrorists
who struck in Pahalgam of “try-
ing to foist their divisive agenda”
on people. “Amessage should go
from this House that we are all
citizens of this country and it is
our collective responsibility to
ensure security of all”, including
tourists coming to J&K and the
students from Kashmir studying
elsewhere in the country, he
said. “Only then can we defeat
the terrorists’ agenda of dividing
people on communal lines.”

Calling for establishing “the
rule of law”, Tarigami said this
ran contrary to the demolition of
houses to target terrorists. Many
of these structures had been
standing for years, he said, “but
all of a sudden, you say today
that these are terrorist hideouts”.
“The fight against terror cannot
be successful unless the rule of
law is established in J&K,”
he said.

BACK FrROM PAK

Indian nationals return from Pakistan through the Integrated Check Post at Attari, Amritsar,
Monday. According to officials, more than 1,000 Indians have left Pakistan via Attari over the
last six days after their visas were cancelled in wake of the Pahalgam attack. Rana Simranjit Singh

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

On Monday, a militant’s
house that was demolished
in Tral, south Kashmir. Reuters

Trinamool MP
Ghose slams
‘bomb justice’
in Kashmir

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

TMC RAJYA Sabha member
Sagarika Ghose on Monday said
after “bulldozer justice” in Uttar
Pradesh, which was ruled illegal
by the Supreme Court, Jammu
and Kashmir was witnessing
“bomb justice”.

Ina crackdown following the
Pahalgam terror attack, security
forces have blown up at least
nine houses belonging to fami-
lies of those wanted for terror ac-
tivities in the Valley.

Ghose, in a post on X, called
for a “decisive fight against ter-
ror” instead of “optics”.

The deputy parliamentary
party leader of the TMC in the
Rajya Sabha questioned why the
government waited so long if it
knew that the houses belonged
to terrorists.

“.why did it require
Pahalgam terrorist attack for this
kind of action?” she asked.

“After bulldozer justice in UP
is ruled illegal by the Supreme
Court, now ‘bomb justice’ in
Kashmir,” she said.

Political leaders in the Valley
have also called on authorities to
exercise caution and to avoid
“alienating people”.

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah has
called for avoiding any “mis-
placed action”.

Former chief minister
Mehbooba Mufti of the PDP has
asked the Centre to distinguish
“between a terrorist and a
civilian”.

RJD, CPI call for special Parliament session

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

OPPOSITION PARTIES RJD and
CPI on Monday asked the gov-
ernment to call a special session
of Parliament to discuss the
Pahalgam terror attack and “its
broader implications”.

RJD Rajya Sabha member
Manoj Kumar Jha, in a letter,
called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to take elected
representatives into confidence
for a transparent dialogue so as
tosend a “powerful message” of
resilience. Besides the attack, the

session should discuss its
“broader implications for the se-
curity, well-being, and aspira-
tions of the people of India”, Jha
wrote.

CPI MP P Sandosh Kumar,
meanwhile, wrote to
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju.

The missives by the two par-
ties come amid the Congress’s
plans for the Opposition to send
a joint letter seeking the special
session to discuss the attackand
the steps the government plans
to take.

The joint letter is being
drafted by the Congress and the

party leadership was learnt tobe
in consultation with other
Opposition leaders on the mat-
ter.

In his letter, Jha said: “In mo-
ments of such profound national
pain, it is within the Parliament
that the anxieties, hopes and re-
solve of the people must find
their fullest voice.”

“Inmoments such as these, it
is essential that the government
takes the nation and its elected
representatives into full confi-
dence. Transparent dialogue and
open engagement across politi-
callines strengthen the people’s
trust in democratic institutions

and reinforce the collective re-
solve needed to overcome ad-
versity. A shared national re-
sponse,  built  through
consultation and consensus, is
the surest path to preserving
unity and safeguarding our na-
tion,” he said.

CPI's Sandosh Kumar said
that such a session would allow
members across party lines to
come together “to mourn the
loss, to express the will of the na-
tion and to send a clear and
strong message that India re-
mains united, resilient and res-
olute against those who seek to
harm us through acts of terror”.

In Pahalgam attack aftermath: Protect growing India
story, send a strong message to Pakistan and terror

'- THE NEERJA
' CHOWDHURY
COLUMN

Weekly insight into what's changing
in national politics —and why

THE MORE you think about it,
the more you realise how care-
fully crafted was the move of the
terrorists who gunned down 26
men in cold blood in the pictur-
esque meadow of Baisaran in
south Kashmir’s Pahalgam on
April 22.

It was designed to turn back
the clock in Kashmir, deepen the
Hindu-Muslim divide across
India, strike at the nation’s core
identity, and push the govern-
ment to scale up a conflict that
would hurt the India story. And
Pakistan, down in the dumps
anyway, would get a chance tore-
mobilise. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accurately
summed up the situation in
Kashmir when he said the terror-
ists and their sponsors set out to
destroy the peace and prosperity
that were returning to the region.

However, the most unex-
pected response to the attack,
and the counter to the terrorists’
design, came from the Kashmir
Valley that stood with the rest of
India in protest against the
killings that were on a scale not
seen in over two decades. There
was a shutdown in downtown
Srinagar, spontaneous protest
marches in Pahalgam and other
towns, worshippers at the Jama
Masjid in Srinagar wore black
armbands during Friday prayers,
and newspapers published their
front pages in black. Tourists
from across India who had a nar-
row escape in Pahalgam also told
stories of how local Kashmiris
had helped them get back to
safety. One pony operator was

among those killed.
Behind this response from
Kashmiris — National

Conference president Farooq
Abdullah described it as a “tip-
ping point” in the Kashmir story
— is that people in the Union
Territory were coming to acquire
a stake in peace. It led to a
tourism boom, with 2.3 crore
tourists visiting the state last year
and enabling locals to make
good money.

epaper.indfanexpre&s.eum.. .

The people in the Valley, an-
guished by the abrogation of
Article 370, were possibly recon-
ciling themselves to the new
power structure that had come
into existence, with peace allow-
ing them to experience economic
well-being and normal life after
years of turbulence and violence.

Few inIndiabuy the line that
Pakistan was not behind the ter-
rorists, given that, only days ear-
lier, Pakistan Army chief General
Asim Munir spoke of Kashmir
beingIslamabad's “jugular vein”
that they would not give up. The
terrorists struck at the heart of
this feel-good story of the last
two to three years. It sent the
tourists rushing out of Kashmir,
cancelling their bookings, and
given the uncertainty of the sit-
uation, this is unlikely to change
in a hurry. An economic down-
turn, combined with the fallout
of the search and combing oper-
ations, may go on to reinforce the
sense of alienation and uncer-
tainty among the locals, unless
handled with care.

Opposition’s support,
security lapses
While Kashmir has so far

stood with the rest of India, so
has the Opposition stood with
the government, even as it ques-
tions the security lapses that oc-
curred.

The Congress has said it is for
the government to decide the
most effective way to respond to
Pakistan-sponsored terror and
that it will have its full support.
Other Opposition parties have
also struck a similar note amid
questions about intelligence fail-
ure and the absence of security
forces in the upper reaches of
Pahalgam. That almost 2,000
tourists were in Baisaran that
day and no security forces were
present — they were an hour
away — has its own story to tell.

This has emerged as a subject
of immense concern even
within the government. Its offi-
cial explanation at the all-party
meeting on April 24 to discuss
the attack was that tour opera-
tors who took people to places
like Bairsaran did not inform the
police. However, it did not wash
with most parties. The govern-
ment appears aware that there
was an intelligence failure and
thatit needs to be fixed urgently
and systemically.

The terrorists must have also
calculated that gunning down
Hindus may provoke a reaction
in the rest of India and deepen
the Hindu-Muslim faultlines,
hoping that many incensed
Hindus will fall into the trap of
equating terror with Islam.
Again, the Prime Minister has
emphasised the critical impor-
tance of the country standing as
one today in the face of this chal-
lenge in the aftermath of the at-
tack. The real challenge lies in not
playing into the hands of the ter-
rorists and stopping them from
deepening the communal di-
vide.

Even as there is naturally out-
rage in the entire country, the
Indian leadership will have to
look beyond what people are
feeling now and exercise delib-
eration, foresight, and wisdom
inits decision-making to protect
the India story and, at the same
time, deliver an “enough is
enough” message to Pakistan.
That is not an easy call to take,
and, to that extent, the terrorists
have put the government in a
bind.

It will also be naive to sepa-
rate politics from what is hap-

pening around us. The bullets in
Baisaran have already gone on
to heighten Hindu conscious-
ness and deepen a sense of
Indian identity. After April 22,
the BJP may be in with a massive
advantage for the year-end elec-
tions in Bihar and the ones due
in 2026 and 2027. At the same
time, it may well be issues
around national unity, as op-
posed to those centred on cre-
ating acommunal divide, which
inform politics in the future.
Today, the BJP has the opportu-
nity to transition to a party that
canlead a united nation to stand
together in the face of any even-
tuality. As for politics, there will
be enough time for it.

A moment such as this
comes but rarely in the life of a
nation. But it is here now, in a
country united by grief, anger,
and resolve, and the leadership
of the day has the chance to con-
vert this crisis into an uplifting
opportunity.

Neerja Chowdhury, Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, has
covered the last 11 Lok Sabha
elections. She is the author of
How Prime Ministers Decide
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NEET-UG: Yr after
leak, police escort
for question papers,
increased security

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

AFTER LAST year’s NEET-UG pa-
per leak, the Ministry of
Education and the National
Testing Agency (NTA) have
stepped up measures to secure
this year’s exam — over 700 ad-
ditional centres compared to last
year, heightened involvement of
district administrations and a
police escort for transporting
question papers.

After the leak during last
year’s exam the government had
formed a high-level committee
headed by former ISRO
Chairman Dr KRadhakrishnanto
suggest measures for the smooth
conduct of public examinations.

In line with the panel’s rec-
ommendations, district-level co-
ordination committees headed
by the District Magistrate and in-
cluding a police officer have been
constituted, said a source in the
Ministry of Education.

As the panel had stressed
upon the need to establish links
between the district administra-
tion and the NTA while conduct-
ing exams, these district-level
committees are now crucial, the
source said.

The source said that NEET-
UG will be held at 5,500 centres
this year, up from 4,750 centres
last year, and 4,097 centres in

NEET-UG will be held at
5,500 centres this year, 700
more than last year. File

2023. The testing centres have
been identified and vetted by
these district-level committees.

While picking testing cen-
tres, efforts have been made to
ensure that more government-
runinstitutions have been used.
The NTA conducts examinations
in government-run schools, col-
leges and other institutions.
Service providers conduct the
exam at private centres.

While vetting examination
centres, the district-level com-
mittees were tasked with ensur-
ing that they were equipped
with CCTV cameras and had suf-
ficient infrastructure.

Last year, a third-party re-
view of NEET-UG exam centres
had found gaps including the ab-
sence of working CCTVsinafew
exam centres.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Bigwigs left out, BJP
picks old RSS hand
for Andhra RS seat

NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, APRIL 28

AFTER WEEKS of speculation
surrounding several high-profile
names, the BJP picked old RSS
hand Paka Venkata
Satyanarayana as its candidate
for the coming Rajya Sabha by-
pollin Andhra Pradesh.

BJP sources said they chose
Satyanarayana as he is a “loyal
party worker who had grown
along the ranks of the BJP”. With
Satyanarayana being from the
OBC Goud community, the BJP
hopesit can also send a signal to
the backward classes.

“He is from the RSS and is
well versed with the ideology of
the party. Besides, he was also
part of BJP’s manifesto commit-
tees before crucial elections in
the past two decades,” a BJP
leader told The Indian Express.

Former Tamil Nadu BJP
President K Annamalai and for-
mer Union Minister Smriti Irani
were among the names floating
around for the Rajya Sabha seat
vacated by YSR Congress Party
leader V Vijayasai Reddy. The
Rajya Sabha bypoll in Andhra
Pradesh is scheduled for May 9.
With no other candidate ex-
pected to file a nomination, his

road to the Upper House seems
Clear.

Another BJP leader echoed
this, saying that Satyanarayana
is a “deserving candidate who
had risen up the ranks from be-
ing a foot soldier to holding key
posts of the party”.

He canbe a “measured voice
in the Rajya Sabha”, the leader
said.

Satyanarayana joined the RSS
in 1976 as a 15-year-old. He was
actively involved in student pol-
iticsand was aleader of the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad, the
RSS's student wing, at DNR
College in Andhra Pradesh. He
officially joined the BJP in 1980,
and slowly went up its ranks.

He became the BJP town gen-
eral secretary, then a district sec-
retary, and the Bhimavaram
counsellor. Later, he served as the
BJP Assembly Convener from
Bhimavaram.

He contested the 1996 Lok
Sabha elections from Narasapur
but stood fourth, securing less
than 1% of the votes. He threw
his hat in the ring again for the
MLC elections in 2006 but was
unsuccessful.

However, his long and com-
mitted association with the party
paid off, resulting in several or-
ganisational posts over the years.

ACCEPTS PLEA FOR MAINTENANCE; CITES 2014 VERDICT

Sharia, Kazi court decisions not
legally valid or enforceable, says SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL28

GRANTING MAINTENANCE to a
Muslim woman, the Supreme
Court has reiterated that a Sharia
Court or a Court of Kazi has no
recognition under Indian law
and their decisions are not bind-
ing on anyone.

The bench of Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and
Ahsanuddin Amanullah, in a
February 4 ruling made public
on April 22, cited the top court’s
2014 ruling in Vishwa Lochan
Madan v Union of India wherein
it was held that fatwas have no
legal status in the country’s
Constitutional scheme.

Writing for the bench, Justice
Amanullah said the “‘Court of
Kazi’, ‘Court of (Darul Kaja)
Kajiyat’, ‘Sharia Court’ etcetera,
by whatever name styled, have
no recognition in law. As noted
in Vishwa Lochan Madan

(supra),any declaration/decision
by such bodies, by whatever
name labelled, is not binding on
anyone and is unenforceable by
resort to any coercive measure.”

The bench said “the only way
such decision can withstand
scrutiny in the eye of law could be
when the affected parties accept
such decision by acting thereon or
acceptingitand when suchaction
does not conflict with any other
law. Even then, such decision, at
best, would only be valid inter-se
the parties that choose to act
upon/accept the same, and not a
third-party.”

The woman had approached
the Supreme Court against the
August 3, 2018 decision of the
Allahabad High Court which dis-
missed her plea challenging the
Jhansi Family Court order refusing
to award her any maintenance.

It was the second marriage
for both the woman and her hus-
band, who was in the BSF, in
2002.Adaughter and a son were

born to them.

In2005, the husband filed for
divorce in the ‘Court of Kazi’,
Bhopal, but it was dismissed in
view of a compromise between
them on November 22, 2005.

The woman alleged that he
used to beat her demanding
dowry and turned her out of
home along with her childrenin
May 2008.

On September 16, 2008, the
husband filed a suit for divorce in
the ‘Court of (Darul Kaja) Kajiyat’,
Bhopal. On October 13,2008, she
filed a suit before the Family
Court, seeking maintenance of
X5,000 a month for herself and
1,000 a month for each child.

The Family Court partly al-
lowed the petition for mainte-
nance and granted 1,500 per
month to the daughter and
1,000 per month to the son. It,
however, dismissed her claim for
maintenance on the finding that
the husband did not leave her but
rather she herself, due to her na-

ture and conduct, was the reason
for the dispute and her departure
from the matrimonial home.
She then approached the
High Court which dismissed her
plea, noting that since she was
living separately from her hus-
band without sufficient reason.
Deciding her appeal, the
Supreme Court noted that the
compromise agreement dated
November 22,2005 only said that
the parties had decided tolive to-
gether and agreed that they
would not give each other any oc-
casion to complain. “We are of the
view that maintenance could not
have been denied to the appel-
lant-wife under the prevailing cir-
cumstances,” the bench said.
The bench asked the husband
to pay her a monthly mainte-
nance 0f34000 fromdate of filing
of the application for mainte-
nance before the Family Court. It
alsodirected that the children too
be paid maintenance from that
date until they become major.

PaADMA AWARDS CONFERRED

Of the 139 persons named for Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri,
71 were conferred the awards at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Monday

(Clockwise from top) President
Droupadi Murmu, PM Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah,
Union ministers and others at
Durbar Hall; President Murmu
confers the awards on former
hockey player P R Sreejesh, wife
of late BJP leader Sushil Kumar
Modi (posthumous), cricketer R
Ashwin, and Suzuki CEO
Toshihiro Suzuki on behalf of his
late father Osamu Suzuki.

Photographs: PTI & ANI

SCasks Govtto
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do ‘something
legislative’ over

OTT obscenity

Some regulation in place, someisin
contemplation: SG Mehta to court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

THE SUPREME Court Monday
called for legislative action to ad-
dress “obscene content” on OTT
platforms and social media.

Hearing a PIL by former infor-
mation commissioner Uday
Mahurkar and others, a bench of
Justices BR Gavai and A G Masih
issued notice to the Centre and
OTT platforms such as Netflix,
Amazon Prime, AltBalaji, Ullu
Digital and Mubi, and social me-
dia companies including X,
Google and Meta.

Advocate Vishnu Shankar
Jain, who appeared for the peti-
tioners, said the litigation is not
adversarial and raises a genuine
concern. Jain also submitted that
the content was floating on so-
cial media platforms without re-
striction.

Justice Gavai told Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, who ap-
peared for the Centre: “Do
something... Something legisla-
tive.”

Pointing out that objection-
able content appeared even in
some regular programmes,
Mehta said some are so per-
verted that even two respectable
people cannot sit and watch

them together. Mehta also said
there should not be censorship
and added: “There is some reg-
ulation in place, some is in con-
templation.”

Issuing notice, the bench said
inits order: “This petition raises
an important concern with re-
gard to the display of various ob-
jectionable, obscene, and inde-
cent contents on OTT platforms
and social media. Learned
Solicitor General fairly states that
the contents go to the extent of
perversity. He submits that cer-
tain more regulations are in con-
templation.”

Filed in March this year, the
plea highlighted “an urgent and
growing societal concern that
threatens to corrupt the moral
fabric of future generations, i.e.
unrestricted access to obscene
content, sexually perverted con-
tent, paedophilic, incestuous,
bestiality as well as other kinds
of pornographic content on the
internet.”

“The unchecked circulation
of such material, including child
pornography and soft-core adult
content, has contributed to aris-
ing trend of crimes against
women and children while neg-
atively shaping the psychologi-
cal development of young
minds.”

SC finds no error in HC
impleading Centre and
ASI in Shahi Idgah case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL28

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
found no error in the Allahabad
High Court's decision toimplead
the Centre and the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI)in suits filed by Hindu wor-
shippers seeking removal of the
Shahi Idgah mosque from the
Mathura site they claim to be
Lord Krishna’s birthplace.

“One thing is clear. The
amendment to the original
plaint by the Hindu plaintiffs has
tobe allowed,” said Chief Justice
of India Sanjiv Khanna, presid-
ing over a two-judge bench.

The bench, also comprising
Justice Sanjay Kumar, was hear-
ing an appeal by the mosque
committee against the March 5,
2025, high court order allowing
the Hindu side to amend its pe-
tition and to add the Centre and
ASI as parties to the case. The
Hindu side had sought to im-
plead the ASI saying the mosque
was under the agency and hence
exempt from the application of

the Places of Worship Act 1991,
which requires preserving the
religious character of a place of
worship as it was on August 15,
1947.

On April 4, the Supreme
Court issued a notice to the
Hindu petitioners. Hearing the
plea again on Monday, the CJI
said, “This plea is absolutely
wrong...The High Court should
have allowed the amendment to
add the parties to the suit.”

The court added that it
would, however, assess whether
the order was effective and also
its impact on the mosque side
seeking the rejection of the
plaint.

The counsel for the Muslim
side said there was also the issue
of whether the suit by the Hindu
plaintiffs was barred and
whether the high court had the
jurisdiction to entertain it.

Toaquery from the Supreme
Court, the mosque committee's
counsel said that it was yet to file
its written statement on the
amendment plea. The court di-
rected that the written state-
ment might be filed too.

Flagbearer of Malayalam new wave, In Ahmedabad man’s zipline video,
his films made it to Cannes thrice

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL28

INFLUENTIAL FILM director Shaji
N Karun, whose movies gar-
nered international acclaim,
died in Thiruvananthapuramon
Monday. He was 73.

His first film, Piravi (Birth),
was a 1989 Malayalam film that
won several national and inter-
national awards. The film
marked the birth of a director
who soon found a place in world
cinema and grew to become one
of the prominent Indian facesin
the international film circuits.

Karun, who was conferred a
Padmashri in 2010, had been
serving as the chairman of the
Kerala State Film Development
Corporation. A former chairman
of the state Chalachitra Academy,
he was conferred the J.C. Daniel
Award — Kerala government’s
most prestigious award in cin-
ema — in 2023 and was one of
the architects of the International
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Film Festival of Kerala, which was
held for the first time in 1998.
Karun had started his career as
a cinematographer in 1974. After
securingadiplomain cinematog-
raphy from Pune’s Film and
Television Institute of India, he had
a short stint as a cameraman at
ISRO and later worked as an assis-
tant in the film industry. His first
independent movie as a cine-
matographer was for G
Aravindan’s KanchanaSitain 1978,
and eventually went on to work
with Aravindan, adoyen of paral-

lel films in Malayalam, on all his
movies. Apart from Aravindan, he
alsowielded the camera forlead-
ing filmmakers of the 1980s such
asK G George,Hariharanand M T
Vasudevan Nair, working on as
many as 40 films in Malayalam.

His much-acclaimed Piravi,
the story of a father’s wait for his
missing son, won around 70 na-
tional and international awards
at festivals — including Cannes.
Its theme was compared to the
case of Rajan, an engineering
student who went missing dur-
ing the Emergency, triggering
political debate in Kerala.

The recognitions for Piravi in-
cluded the Charlie Chaplin Award
atEdinburgh, the Silver Leopard at
Locarno, the Camera d'Or Special
Mention at Cannes, the Silver
Hugo at Chicago and the President
of India's Gold Medal Award for
the best film in the year 1989.

Karun made six other feature
films. Throughout his careeras a
director, he has been known as a
filmmaker who never compro-
mised on the aesthetics of film. A

cinematographer-turned-direc-
tor, Karun has been known for
delivering well-crafted frames.
His second and third movies,
Swaham in 1994 and
Vanaprasatham in 1999, were
also selected for Cannes. The
2010 movie Kutty Srank, with
Mamootty playing the lead role,
won the best film award at the
National Film Awards 2010 and
was screened in over 45 interna-
tional film festivals, apart from
getting a theatre release in Kerala.
His last movie Olu — a fantasy
film — had been the inaugural
film of Indian panoramainIIFl in
2018 and had been selected as
the opening filmin several other
international festivals.
In Kerala, Karun had been as-
sociated with Left movements.
Offering his condolences,
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said the state had lost a
unique filmmaker. “He was a
flagbearer of new wave cinema
in Malayalam. He worked tire-
lessly for the progress of the film
industry...” he said.
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the moments of terror at Pahalgam

PARIMALADABHI
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 28

A VIDEO taken “for fun” by an
Ahmedabad tourist during a zi-
pline ride appeared to have in-
advertently captured the killings
in Baisaran valley at Pahalgam
on April 22 with sounds, be-
lieved to be of gunshots, being
heard in the background.

In the video that surfaced
Monday, as the man takes the
ride, some people are seen run-
ning across the meadow, with at
least one of them stumbling to
the ground.

The man, 36-year-old Rushi
Bhatt from Ahmedabad’s Paldi
area, told The Indian Express: “As
you cansee in the video, I had shot
it for fun.Idid not even know that
firing was on. But (the attack) was
captured on my video...”

Bhatt said he had planned
the Kashmir holiday with his
family from April 16-27 but cut
it short after the attack in which
26 people were killed. He was
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A shot from the video shows multiple people running through the meadow.

accompanied by wife Bhakti, 35,
and son Preet, 11.

“Irealised that there was a ter-
rorist attack after around 20 sec-
onds whenIsaw that4-5 persons
had sustained bullet injuries be-
low. During the first 2-3 shots,
could not make out...Butwhenthe
firingincreased and I saw 2-3 per-
sons falling down, I realised it was

a terror attack,” said Bhatt, who
shot the video with a selfie stick.
“My wife and my son were
shouting at me. I stopped shoot-
ing and jumped before the end
point by opening the belt. My
wife told me two people were
killed (by terrorists) after asking
their religion,” he said.
According to him, the family

crouched on the ground for
some time and started running
when the firing stopped.

Bhatt said that after seeing
the video on his phone on April
23, he shared it with a defence
officer in Ahmedabad. “He (the
officer) must have done inquiries
at his end and after three days al-
lowed me to share it.”
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

100 DAYS ON

So far, India has done well in navigating Trump 2.0. Delhi and
Washington must find an equilibrium that benefits both

TRADE WAR, an upending of the US's traditional relationships with its

Western European allies, a polarising immigration policy, attacks on the

established liberal order — Donald Trump's first 100 days in office have

marked a disruption of the international systems, and presented a chal-
lenge to countries like India that must navigate the consequent uncertainties. To under-
stand the impact and to try and anticipate what the future holds, it's important to look at
the ideological shift in US domestic politics under Trump, and the issues that matter to
his political base. Trump’s attack on the global trading system that has served the US so
well for decades is about catering to those left behind by globalisation and those suffer-
ing from a rising inequality. Second, many Trump supporters are tired of America's “se-
curity commitments” abroad, which they see as having led the country into costly and pro-
tracted conflicts. Third, among some sections, there was the impression that immigration
policies had become too liberal and that a new balance needed to be struck. Fourth,
Trump’s politics has targeted “wokeism”, which it sought to present as an elite concern.
Itis across these four registers that the most controversial of Trump’s moves — and some
would say, excesses — have taken place. The backlash from liberal circles is underway,
but it remains to be seen whether it can pose a credible political challenge.

Delhi has had to navigate the Trump Administration’s policies on trade and immigration,
and now, increasingly, global security. On each, it has managed to play a holding game and,
in many cases, made progress. India has been circumspect on Washington’s tariff regime,
choosing to work behind the scenes rather than engage in bluster on the international stage.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was among the first world leaders to visit the White House
in Trump 2.0, and US Vice President ] D Vance’s India trip earlier this month cemented the
gains from the Modi-Trump meeting. The Terms of Reference for a trade deal have been fi-
nalised, and itis in the interest of both countries to firm it up sooner rather thanlater. On the
security front, Washington seems eager to support partners with whom it shares interests
and who, in turn, are willing to work with it. Given that India is not an ally and is looking for
like-minded partners in the Indo-Pacific, the US’ s new outlook could work in its favour. On
immigration, Delhi has accepted deportation of illegal immigrants while trying to protect
the visa regimes that allow technology workers and other skilled labour to remain in America.

The challenge in the next 100 days will be to find an equilibrium that benefits both
India and the US. There is some reason to be optimistic. Both Trump and Vance have re-
iterated the importance of the Quad and India's role in it. The lack of equivocation vis-
a-vis Pakistan in the aftermath of the terrorist attack in Pahalgam is also a welcome sign,
as was the deportation earlier of Tahawwur Rana, the Pakistani-Canadian doctor in-
volved in the Mumbai attacks. Moving forward, the understanding Delhi and Washington
evidently share on security cooperation must be expanded to other areas, especially bi-
lateral trade and immigration.

PERIOD OF VOLATILITY

As Trump’s trade policies cause fluctuations in markets, the
near-term outlook remains uncertain

VER THE PAST month, stock markets in India and around the world have

seen a high degree of volatility. On April 2, when US President Donald

Trump announced his policy of reciprocal tariffs, the Dow plunged 1,450

points or 3.4 per cent. Markets around the world tanked. By April 7, the
BSE Sensex had fallen to 73,137, down from 76,617 on April 2. Over the same period, Brent
crude oil fell from $74.95 per barrel to $64.4. But, in the days and weeks after, global mar-
kets recovered, although partially, and the Sensex reclaimed the 80,000 level. On Monday,
itended the day at 80,218, up 2.2 per cent year-to-date.

The sharp upturn in global markets has been attributed to Trump pausing the impo-
sition of higher tariffs, allowing countries to negotiate deals with the US. The possibility
of early conclusion of an India-US trade deal — US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent is re-
ported to have said that India could well be the first country to sign one — has buoyed sen-
timent in India. The dollar is also weakening. The dollar index — which measures the
strength of the greenback against a basket of currencies — has fallen from around 111 in
January to roughly 99 now. In April, the RBI's monetary policy committee cut the bench-
mark repo rate by 25 basis points to 6 per cent, and signalled the possibility of further
easing in order to support the economy. Foreign investors have turned optimistic over
the past few days, pouring money into the markets.

The global economy is, however, expected to slow down this year. The IMF has pegged
growth at 2.8 per cent, down 50 basis points from its earlier estimate. The Fund has also
scaled down India's growth estimate. Some analysts are, however, more pessimistic, ex-
pecting growth to slow down even more sharply. The fourth quarter results of India Inc
already point towards subdued revenue and profit growth, with weakness being ob-
served across a range of sectors, spanning consumption, investments and exports. For
instance, HUL saw volume and sales growth at 2 per cent and 3 per cent, respectively.
Dalmia Bharat saw volumes decline by 3 per cent, and Infosys, which saw a sequential de-
cline in revenues, has pegged revenue growth at 0-3 per cent in 2025-26. The impact of
Trump’s tariffs, and the uncertainty they have unleashed, will only be visible in the weeks
and months ahead. This will have a bearing on the markets.

A 30-YEAR WAIT

Now, the tables have turned: As Manchester United toil,
Liverpool’s fortunes are on an upswing

ANCHESTER UNITED HAVE fallen off the rails since their legendary
manager Alex Ferguson retired in 2013. Michael Jordan’s Chicago Bulls
were never the same since his (second) retirement. Chennai Super Kings
seem to be fretting over the post-Dhoni era, if ever there will be one.
Even Liverpool had to wait for 30 very long years since Kenny Dalglish’s departure as the
manager to win England’s top-division league. But they didn’t have to wait for along time
to win again. On Sunday, the Merseyside club clinched its second Premier League title in
five years. And a lot of it is because they planned — and timed — the transition just right.

Jurgen Klopp, who ended Liverpool’s 30-year wait in 2020, left the club last summer
because he felt drained. Before he waved goodbye, the German left a solid team for his suc-
cessor and even had a say in picking him: Arne Slot. In his farewell speech, delivered
standing in the middle of the fabled ground, Klopp urged the club faithful to throw their
weight behind Slot. On Sunday, Slot turned to the same stands and returned the favour
by getting the fans to sing Klopp’s name. A lot of great teams would have grudgingly ad-
mired these scenes. None more so than their arch-rivals Manchester United, whose record
of 20 titles Liverpool matched.

In the 30 years when Liverpool struggled to win the title, Manchester United clinched
half of the titles to become the team with the highest number of English top-division tro-
phies. That record was held in high esteem because, by many metrics, the English Premier
League is regarded as the most competitive domestic club football competition in the
world. The tables have now turned. As Manchester United toil, Liverpool’s fortunes are on
an upswing and the Slot machine could just be getting started.

-
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WORDLY WISE
TOO OFTEN WE ENJOY THE COMFORT OF OPINION
WITHOUT THE DISCOMFORT OF THOUGHT.
— JoHN F KENNEDY

The Pahalgam moment

India has learnt lessons from the past. Lasting peace

needs world to loosen military’s grip on Pakistan

PAKISTAN-SPONSORED AND assisted terror-
ist attacks in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) have
a repetitive course. Every few years, there is
an attack in Kashmir or elsewhere in India
whose scale, brutality, visibility and toll trig-
gers enormous national pain and rage. Even
by the standards of the barbaric attacks we
have seen, Pahalgam crossed many lines.

Every major attack draws a set of meas-
ures from India. The Parliament attack in
December 2001, coupled with Kaluchak in
May 2002, led to one of the largest military
mobilisations, Operation Parakram; the
downgrading of diplomatic, commercial and
people-to-people ties; and intense diplomatic
efforts for international censure of Pakistan.
By January 2004, an agreement between
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
President Pervez Musharrafled to a period of
peace. The 26/11 terror attack in Mumbai in
2008 shattered that. India responded with fa-
miliar steps — to freeze bilateral ties and
launch a massive international effort against
Pakistan — butamajor military response was
eventually not pursued.

After 2014, India’s approach has been a
more aggressive mixture of counter-terror-
ism operations and heavy, disproportionate
and unpredictable firing across the LoC, cou-
pled with diplomatic initiatives, including at
the UNSC and Financial Action Task Force
(FATF). At the same time, like the prime min-
isters before him, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made a strong effort for an end to ter-
rorism through dialogue.

The attackin Pathankot followed his spon-
taneous stopover in Lahore. With Uri and
Pulwama, India once again took the usual
diplomatic measures. But its military response
demonstrated its willingness to retaliate be-
yond the boundaries of anticipated war-
gamed steps.

The global context and international re-
sponses also changed over time. It was not un-
til the Kargil and the Chittisinghpura massacre
in 2000 that the US and others began to ac-
cept the existence of cross-border “militancy”
from Pakistan. It took the Srinagar Assembly
attackin October 2001 and the Parliament at-
tack to acknowledge the reality of Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism. Engaged in a war in
Afghanistan through Pakistan, the US’s prior-
ity was to do enough to pressure Pakistan, as-

The US withdrawal from
Afghanistan in 2021,
Pakistan’s rapidly
diminishing strategic value
and the weariness of Gulf
countries facing their own
terror threats from radical
Islamist groups have
reduced tolerance for
Pakistan. China remains its
principal external lifeline.
The world, preoccupied with
geopolitical shifts, has low
patience for the dangerous
distraction of cross-border
terrorism. On the other
hand, India’s global stature
has risen. International
support for India after
Pahalgam has been the
strongest ever.

suage India and prevent a war that would de-
rail its own Afghan war. For much of that
decade, including after the Mumbai attack,
Pakistan used this leverage to insulate its India
policy from larger punitive Western measures.

The US withdrawal from Afghanistan in
2021, Pakistan’s rapidly diminishing strategic
value and the weariness of Gulf countries fac-
ing their own terror threats from radical
Islamist groups have reduced tolerance for
Pakistan. China remainsits principal external
lifeline. The world, preoccupied with geopo-
litical shifts, has low patience for the danger-
ous distraction of cross-border terrorism. On
the other hand, India’s global stature has risen.
International support for India after Pahalgam
has been the strongest ever.

India is at a moment of reckoning again.
The obvious measures to further downgrade
an already low-level of contact with Pakistan
were announced immediately. The major es-
calation is the decision to keep the Indus
Water Treaty in abeyance. That is not a sur-
prise. India had already called for its review.
Globally, many transboundary rivers have no
arrangements or have non-treaty-based
mechanisms under international conventions,
including in the Brahmaputra basin from the
Tibetan plateau in China to South Asia.

India will also mount a massive diplomatic
outreach to a receptive world to take concrete
steps, such as cutting off military assistance
to Pakistan, including the US F-16 upgrade
programme, and supplies of spares and com-
ponents; the curtailment of non-humanitar-
ian assistance; a review of multilateral fund-
ing; afreeze on projects in POK; a fresh listing
in the UNSC sanctions committee; the extra-
dition of wanted Pakistani terrorists; a de-
mand for effective dismantling of terrorism
infrastructure in Pakistan; and renewed FATF
strictures. Modi has signalled to Pakistan and
the world the security response with a twofold
objective: To bring the perpetrators to justice
and to go after the terrorism network.

The first order of business will be to pursue
the terrorists in J&IKK while protecting the civil-
ian population. The timing, target and method
of a response to Pakistan will be carefully
thought through and may not be as specu-
lated. It will take into account our prepared-
ness and Pakistan’s capabilities, avoid repeti-
tion, contain an element of surprise, draw

intelligence support from some of our part-
ners and, atits most expansive level,include a
comprehensive set of military and non-con-
ventional measures. We have learnt lessons
from the past and are better equipped. Our
immediate achievements may be short-term,
tactical and publicly visible, but the long-term
objective will be pursued relentlessly.

Pakistan’s withdrawal from the Simla
Agreement follows decades of disregard for
its provisions and LOC violations. Pakistan will
make a big mistake if it seeks to change the
status quo on the ground. As for nuclear
threats, as seen in the Ukraine war, nuclear
weapons are normally not instruments of war,
but guarantors of state survival. Global eyes
and ears will track any movements for pre-
ventive steps. Pakistan is aware of possible re-
sponses to even the limited use of tactical nu-
clear weapons, let alone a strategic one.

Inresponse to any Indian action, Pakistan
may not want a long-drawn full-scale war.
Pakistan’s war objective, given its constraints,
may be to trigger a limited conventional war
that would invite international mediation, re-
hyphenate Pakistan and India and re-interna-
tionalise the Kashmir issue. As has happened
in the past, at a difficult time internally, the
army will use this crisis to shore up its image
as the only guarantor of Pakistan's security.

But we must not let Kashmir’s quest for
peace and progress, or the kindness of its peo-
ple, be a victim of the Pakistan military’s de-
sign, nor fall for its enduring objective of light-
ing the communal fire. More than military
force, eliminating terrorism from Pakistan
would require the world to come together to
strengthen democratic forces and loosen the
military’s grip and militants’ sway over it.

Meanwhile, an honest appraisal should be
followed by enhanced security presence in
J&K. As the dust settles on this brutal tragedy;,
the much-needed security, defence and mil-
itary upgrade, including on technology and
equipment, should not be lost in bureaucratic
confusion and paralysis.

Nor should the passage of time lead us to
stop reflecting on a long-term solution or on
the destiny of South Asia, to which our own
fortunes are linked. The region needs more at-
tention than we have been giving it.

The writer is a retired Indian ambassador

REMEMBERING DAUD DA

The exiled poet carried Bangladesh in his heart

SWATI GHOSH

DOES MY COUNTRY remember me? — Let it
not./ Stay blessed, my motherland./ My heart
asunder with grief,/ I roam, rootless, on alien
shores/ Silence overwhelms my ways/
Darkness blinds the earth and the heavens,/
Stars adrift in wilderness/ Stars lose out to
wilderness —/ A deluge of despair/ grips days,
nights and times/ While I wither/ You stay
blessed/ My love/ Stay blessed (‘Stay Blessed’
by Daud Haider).

Daud Haider walked into The Statesman
features room on a sluggish afternoon. He
wished to get his memoirs on Doharpara,
Bangladesh, translated for the newspaper. I
was overwhelmed. Here was the exiled poet,
author, famed columnist of independent
Bangladesh, the one who penned the glorious
verse, Janmoi Amaar Aajanmo Paap (‘Birth Is
My Innate Sin’, 1973), right in front of me.
Memories flooded my mind. | remembered
my father instructing my sister years ago -
when she was on an office trip to Bangladesh
and asked what she should get for him — that
she must get afew of Haider’s books. Didi did
so, and for months, Baba was engrossed in
reading the rebel poet’s verses again and again.

Years later, I stumbled upon a coincidence.
Haider was born on February 21, 1952. My fa-
ther passed away on the same date in 1984.
And the momentous Bhasha Dibas wove
these two dates together — like “Doharpara
and its bamboo grove/ the field where hud-

A precious bond snapped on
Saturday. A bond that grew
stronger and invaluable over
Rabindrasangeet rendered
by Aditi Mohsin, his
favourite ‘exile’ poetry,
happy reminiscences of
Nabaneeta Dev Sen and her
family, all those quick
handwritten poems and
clicks of magical clouds and
changing seasons that he

frequently WhatsApped.

dled five banyans/ Padma and its ceaseless
songs/ Revellers at Gaajan.../ a collage of mem-
ories” thatrose like “songs serene” in the soli-
tary exile’s heart.

Our friendship started on that sultry after-
noon; he shared anecdotes of his home in
Doharpara, Pabna; his neighbours; his days as
a promising poet and literary editor in the
1970s; his expulsion from Bangladesh; the
years in Kolkata; his association with the fam-
ily of the eminent poet and essayist, Annada
Shankar Ray; as a student of Comparative
Literature at Jadavpur University,and how he
left for Germany in 1987, having spent more
than adecade in India.

Idon’trecall exactly whenI started calling
him “Daud da” and selecting poems together
tobe translated. On and off, there were urgent
mails from him with ideas for sundry articles
and collections of new verses. Going through
them, I could figure out there was an exigency
churning inside him. It was about a homeland
far away, long snatched from him: “Levelling
mountains and meandering streams/ I choose
arecluse’s freedom/ Shadows gather, like gur-
gling waters/ Crossing bridges —/ A surge to-
wards Pabna, towards Doharpara” A surge to-
wards aland which he often referred toas “my
love/ stay awake/ in my heart/ my land, my
storm-tossed Bangla...”

Daud da made sure we caught up for an
adda — he was a great addaholic — whenever

he was in Kolkata. We last got together at the
Kolkata Book Fair 2024. We sat down for hours
of chitchat and he gave me a copy of his Priyo
25 Kabita (‘Favourite 25 Poems’).

A precious bond snapped on Saturday. A
bond that grew stronger and invaluable over
Rabindrasangeet rendered by Aditi Mohsin,
his favourite “exile” poetry, happy reminis-
cences of Nabaneeta Dev Sen and her family,
all those quick handwritten poems and clicks
of magical clouds and changing seasons that
he frequently WhatsApped.

Despite spending years in Germany, this
Auslander’s (outsider’s) heart bled for
Bangladesh. Why else would he write,“Who
will be left standing on this scorched earth to
carry my flag?/ Someone I can call my own?”

As Daud da moves on with “Incredible
clouds bursting in my senses/ While silence
commands recollections”, I wish him “gute
reise” with a translation he approved: “She
holds the moon-crustin her hands/Sheis the
one I desire/ Alone, she breaks into thousands/
Her flowing tresses are afire/ My muse, my
life-spring/ She is the giver, she is the end/
Rhythms of flames swiveling/ In her, wonders
and woes blend/ The goddess in sleep, in the
waking hour/ My pulse beats with her/ A fairy
of blue-green splendour/ Beautiful Bangla for-
ever. (Beautiful Bangla, forever)”

Ghosh is a writer and translator
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SURAT VIOLENCE

THE ARMY WAS put onalertin Surat after the
police fired two rounds to disperse a violent
mob that set fire to a large number of huts in
the Ambanagar slum area. Incidents of arson,
rioting, looting of shops and stone-throwing
were reported. Four people were injured in
the firing. Two columns of Army jawans have
reached Surat to help the civilian authorities in
maintaining peace.

LONGOWAL'S STAND

AKALI DAL PRESIDENT Harchand Singh
Longowal’s repeated assertions in the capital
that the Akalis stand for the unity and integrity

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

of the country and are opposed to violence
seem to have made a good impact in political
circles, and the visit might create the basis for
further moves to solve the Punjab problem.
Punjab Governor Arjun Singh and Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi are understood to have
reviewed the Punjab situation in light of
Longowal’s speeches. Political circles seem to
feel that Longowal is taking a reasonable stand.

AFTER BLUE STAR

PARKASH SINGH BADAL, former chief min-
ister and a senior Akali leader, said the gov-
ernment would have to take “fairly major and
liberal steps” to win the confidence of the
Sikhs shattered by Operation Blue Star and

the November riots. The Akali leader, who
was addressing his first press conference af-
ter release from 10 months of detention un-
der the NSA, declined to specify the steps. He
further said that the Sikhs could not tolerate
the desecration of the Golden Temple and the
Akal Takht.

MGR’S DIRECTIVE

TAMIL NADU CHIEF minister M G
Ramachandran hasissued yet another direc-
tive for his party members not to criticise for-
mer party propaganda secretary Jayalalithaa.
This is the second such directive since he was
swornin as chief minister in February, the first
one coming shortly after assuming charge.
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Once upon a country

Gopalkrishna Gandhi’s new book reminds us that history is not shaped just
by great men and women, that ordinary people can often outdo them

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

YOU CAN SEE so much more once you get your
own nose out of the way. That's what I felt as
I closed Gopalkrishna Gandhi’s personal his-
tory of independent India, optimistically ti-
tled The Undying Light, released this month. It
is no small achievement to look at big and
small events, national and family drama, with-
out placing oneself at the centre.

This self-effacement, to a fault, is not justa
charming personal virtue. For Gopal Gandhi,
thisisa fly-on-the-wall method of reading and
viewing history. To be sure, he is not attempt-
ing an objective history of India since
Independence. So there are no fresh archival
sources, no sensational disclosures (except
one, to which we will come later), no attempt
at offering a new theory of history. Nor is this
amemoir. The bookis what it says: A personal
history, a history of the last 80 years, seen from
the eyes of a person. A story of how big events
of independent India unfolded in the life and
mind of one Indian.

Gopalkrishna Gandhi is not quite an un-
known Indian. If your paternal grandfather was
the Father of the Nation, and your maternal
grandfather was the last Governor-General of
India, you can’t possibly remain unknown. The
great achievement of Gopalkrishna Gandhi
(and also his siblings)is to remain sahaj with re-
spect to his ancestry. Neither does the author
flaunt this connection, nor does he bear it like
across. Of course, that does not shield him from
accusations of using his surname. He shares
this snippet from an angry letter he received
from an unnamed person: “You have always
encashed the Gandhi cheque and wrangled
plump cushy postings... You are a very
mediocre, average Jt Secy level officer... don’'t
you have any self respect?”

[first encountered Gopalkrishna Gandhi
in 2007. I had written an article (in this pa-
per, as it happens) explaining the rationale
for OBC reservation in educational institu-
tions. A few days later, | got an envelope (yes,
the postal department worked in those days)
marked Raj Bhavan, Kolkata, West Bengal. It
carried my address in neat handwriting with
an ordinary postal stamp (there used to be
separate postal stamps for official commu-
nication). Inside, on the letterhead of the
Governor, the same handwriting compli-
mented me for my article and looked for-
ward to a continued dialogue.

Icouldn’t get over it for days — a Governor
sending a handwritten letter and taking the
trouble of writing the address on the enve-
lope, something I had stopped doing in my
own small office. This couldn’t be just a hobby
or habit, this had to be sanskaar.

More than Mahatma Gandhi, who died
when he was barely two-and-a-half, Gopal
Gandhi was influenced by his maternal grand-
father, C Rajagopalachari, or Rajaji. Although
aself-confessed “grandfather-smitten grand-
son”, he is ready to acknowledge the truth
about the dubious manner in which Rajaji be-
came the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu in an
election in which Congress failed to secure a
majority: “The development was undemoc-
ratic, not so much for the nomination route
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butbecause it denied the spirit of the election
results its deserved culmination.” Nor does it
prevent him from recording this most embar-
rassing truth about his family. “Our family
withall the inherited halo of ‘Harijan seva’ over
its head, did not count,amongits close friends,
any Dalit. Not one. It had Muslim, Christian
and Sikh friends. It had friends from the Black
communities of the US, Jewish friends from
across the world, but not one Indian Dalit.”

In our troubled times, this story reminds
us of an era when public figures respected
some norms. E M S Namboodiripad, the
Communist leader whose government was
unfairly dismissed by Nehru, could wax elo-
quent about Jawaharlal after his death.
Jayaprakash Narayan could speak at St
Stephen’s College in the aftermath of the Sino-
Indian War of 1962 and remind his audience
that the “Chinese are, after all, our Asian
friends”. He insists that something of that tra-
dition survived until Dr Manmohan Singh, the
last politician to combine siyasat with sharafat
(politics with decency).

Gopalkrishna Gandhi contributed to this
tradition by creating a model of how people
in constitutional offices must behave.
Rectitude and fearlessness without ever cross-
ing the constitutional maryada defined his
term as Governor of West Bengal during the
most turbulent Nandigram phase. He met
Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharya four
days after his statement indicting the govern-
ment for the Nandigram killings. Gopal
Gandhi, who was welcomed by the Left Front
as the Governor, now offered to the CM: “You
can, if you want, ask Delhi to get you another
governor”. Buddha babu could have done so,
for his party was still a coalition partner at the
Centre, but he said: “I'm not that type of per-
son, I will never do such a thing.”

The book avoids salacious gossip, but of-
fers some personality sketches to savour. Here
is a sample on CV Raman, the famous physi-
cist who did not turn up to receive his Bharat
Ratna as he was too preoccupied with a PhD
interview! “An example of vanity masquerad-
ing as duty.” But the oneIlove mostis aboutT
N Seshan: “The god of governance has not cre-
ated a more potent self-loading, self-ejecting,
self-directing cannonball.” He also discloses
that in the wake of Rajiv Gandhi’s assassina-
tion, the Chief Election Commissioner ap-
proached President R Venkataraman and
asked to be made the Home Minister of India!
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Gopalkrishna Gandhi is not
quite an unknown Indian. If
your paternal grandfather
was the Father of the Nation,
and your maternal
grandfather was the last
Governor-General of India,
you can't possibly remain
unknown. The great
achievement of Gopalkrishna
Gandhi (and also his
siblings) is to remain ‘sahaj’
with respect to his ancestry.
Neither does the author
flaunt this connection, nor
does he bear it like a cross. Of
course, that does not shield
him from accusations of
using his surname.

CR Sasikumar

The book is laced with insights like this
one: “Deaths in India are magnets. Every
manner of metal, precious, semi-precious,
base, rusty, alloy, tin is drawn to it. And fu-
nerals are moving mounds of emotions
mixed with some open and many more con-
cealed motivations.” Here is another gem —
“All capitals breed gossip. Delhi does so with
a panache of its own.”

Italso reminds us that history is not shaped
just by great men and women, that ordinary
people can often outdo them.

There is a story about the Nizam of
Hyderabad gifting a diamond-studded neck-
lace to Rajaji’s daughter, Namagiri. Rajaji re-
turned the gift on the ground that his daugh-
ter,a widow, was not accustomed to wearing
ornaments of this kind. She said, a few years
later, that she did not regret her father’s deci-
sion but would have preferred that he had not
alluded to her widowhood. He could have
said, “We are Gandhi’s disciples and do not
own costly things.” Gopal Gandhi concludes,
“daughters of the great can, at the crosshairs
of dilemmas, out-great their forebears”.

If there is one story you want to read this
week; it is that of the martyrdom of Magbool
Sherwani — “among one of the greatest vic-
tims of bigotry, and the greatest symbols of
human courage”. In 1947, when Pakistani
armed forces used tribesmen to invade
Kashmir, 19-year-old Maqgbool, a follower of
Sheikh Abdullah, organised local resistance.
He was finally captured by the invaders, taken
to the town square of Baramulla and ordered
to shout “Pakistan zindabad, Sher-e-Kashmir
murdabad”. When he refused, he was tied to
the porch posts with ropes and nails were
driven through his palms. Legend has it that
Sherwani cried out “Victory to Hindu-Muslim
unity” before 14 tribesmen shot bullets into
his body. Gandhi describes Sherwani’s death
as“amartyrdom which anyone — Hindu, Sikh,
Muslim, or any other — can be proud”.

Last Tuesday, another braveheart lost his
life as he stood up for Kashmiriyat. Syed Adil
Hussain Shah, 29, a pony ride operator, and
the only local among the 26 killed in the ter-
ror strike in Pahalgam, was shot trying to con-
front the militants in an attempt to protect the
tourists he had ferried on horseback.

The writer is member, Swaraj India, and
national convenor of Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal

Answer 1s not to go private

Private universities may not be a panacea for Kerala’s education ecosystem

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN

There are areas in which Kerala has not been
aleader. The setting up of private universi-
ties is one. But now an ideological rubicon
has been crossed with the state’s legislative
assembly recently passing the Kerala State
Private Universities Bill (KSPUB). An article
in this newspaper (‘Why Kerala has finally
opened the door for private universities in
the state’, March 29) stated that Kerala is
the last state in the country to allow this.
The change of mind has very likely been
forced by the growing public attention
drawn to the exit of college-age Malayalees
to institutions outside the state. What will
follow the legislative act is a matter of in-
terest. Expectations would best be guided
by both the experience with private univer-
sities elsewhere in the country and the long
history of private presence in higher edu-
cation in Kerala itself.

There are 471 private universities in
India. That makes for over 15 universities
in a state on average, a number large
enough to influence the character of higher
education in their respective states. Has
their presence led to higher educational
standards? As views on what constitutes a
superior education vary, we may use a sim-
ple criterion to answer the question, which
would be whether students graduating
from the private universities are invariably
better informed within their area of study
and possess greater critical thinking abil-

ity. If you are to compare students from the
very best undergraduate colleges of the
public universities of India with those from
the best private universities in their neigh-
bourhood, the answer in many cases is
“no”. The reason is not far to seek. The best
private universities hire faculty with world-
class qualifications, who mostly deliver in-
struction to global standards. It has been
the experience, however, that this offering
is not necessarily imbibed. When students
are from the wealthiest sections of the
commercial classes, being assured of an in-
heritance, they have no incentive to learn.
Of the weak link between well-stocked
universities and the quality of their product
we should have learned long ago, from the
experience of private medical colleges in
southern India. India has allowed private
enterprise to produce doctors who have, at
no point in their past, faced competition,
nor will they have to face it at any stage in
their future. As long as India’s private uni-
versities function as client servers, it would
be naive to expect that they can raise the
standard of education in this country.
While Kerala may not have had private
universities, it has, for at least a century,
had private colleges. These are termed
“aided educational institutions”, as they
receive financial support from the govern-
ment. We can learn from this history. That
seats in the aided colleges are going abeg-

ging today shows that public perception
of their academic value is low even at the
very low fees set by the government. This
is not surprising. By far the greater part of
these institutions are virtually denomina-
tional, with strong caste or religious affil-
iations. They have been established to pro-
mote the career of sectional groups and to
reproduce their cultural values. Such a
mission is not aimed at providing a supe-
rior education, even as it has an ethically
questionable exclusionary bias. Most of
the private aided institutions have not up-
held democratic values either. Their infrac-
tions range from dismissing, rather than
backing, lecturers attacked by intolerant
religious fundamentalists to colluding
with conservative students who cancel the
screening of films with a depiction of al-
ternative sexuality. So, if private universi-
ties in Kerala are to emerge from the same
ecosystem, we may expect little improve-
ment by way of educational quality or a
shift to a liberal culture.

Finally, while private universities may
be secular, it is not necessary that they will
also be liberal, that is, open to contending
ideologies and permitting a critical stance
by members vis-a-vis the power elite. We
are seeing this play out right now in the
United States, with its leading universities
succumbing to the pressure to dismantle
whole departments at the behest of a

regime hostile to their politics. How the pri-
vate universities that may emerge in Kerala
will handle similar pressure is anybody’s
guess but it would be vital to their credi-
bility as universities. Given the immense
powers of the state, a tolerant one will be
essential to the emergence of liberal pri-
vate universities here. A university over
which the fear of the state hangs like a
sword cannot serve the purpose of being a
site for the pursuit of knowledge. The
KSPUB provides for a far greater presence
of the state in governance than is the case
in other states in India, with a provision for
government representatives in many of the
crucial steering committees. Even if such
an arrangement is not a deterrent to entry,
how it will pan out later on is yet unknown.
There is the possibility that it may suppress
voices critical of the state’s narrative or in-
sist on partisan schemes adopted by the
political party in power.

However, while one should not be
overly optimistic of the outcome, one need
not be pessimistic either. The future need
not be like the past. If even a few excellent,
secular and liberal private universities were
to emerge in Kerala, competition could
nudge its vast public university system to
perform at least a little better in serving the
aspirations of its youth.

The writer is an economist
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“We hope both these nuclear-armed nations will renounce retaliatory actions and
resolve their disputes at the negotiating table.” — THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

The opportunity
for China and India

US trade and tariff war undermines rules-based
order. It is time for global community, especially
developing countries, to stand up to it

b 4

XU FEIHONG

The “Liberation Day” of the United States
of Americaignited a war without gunpow-
der —atrade and tariff war that has caused
notonly a crash in domestic stocks, bonds,
and currency markets but also wiped out
vast amounts of global wealth. China has
firmly said “no” to the US’s tariff bullying,
drawing international attention. I would
like to share some perspectives on why
China has taken this approach.

The US abuse of tariffs, under the guise
of “reciprocity and fairness”, violates WTO
rules, severely undermines the rules-based
multilateral trading system, and disrupts
the global economic order. All countries,
regardless of their size, are equal. The US
abuse of tariffs is a typical act of unilateral-
ism, protectionism and economic bullying.
Its essence is to deprive the vast majority
of developing countries of their rights to
development and progress, keeping them
permanently at the lower end of the global
supply chain in labour-intensive and low-
value-added industries, and serving as the
workforce of developed economies.

Certain countries, unwilling to engage
indirect confrontation with the US, opt for
concessions in an attempt to appease itand
secure preferential treatment. Facts have
proved that making unilateral concessions
on economic and trade issues is like “bar-
gaining with a tiger for its skin”, which will
only embolden the US to escalate its de-
mands. The sobering lessons of the deval-
uation of the US dollar, the collapse of the
Bretton Woods system, and the Plaza
Accord should not be ignored. If the world
tolerates America’s arbitrary tariff abuses,
we risk plunging back into the Great
Depression, or even a regression to a law-
less jungle where “might makes right”.

Against the backdrop of millennia-
long human civilisation, America’s two-
century existence is a blink of an eye.
History marches onward, undeterred by
the will of any one nation. The US is
merely one country. It does not represent
the whole world. Its share of the global
GDP, once peaking at roughly 50 per cent,
has since dwindled to about 26 per cent.
Its foreign trade only accounts for 13 per
cent of global trade volume, while the re-
maining 87 per cent is conducted among
over 190 other countries. These nations
possess vast potential for cooperation and
are fully capable of driving stable growth
in the global economy.

Moreover, the international economic
order is not America's “one-man show”.
Major regional trade pacts like the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP), Digital Economy Partnership
Agreement (DEPA), and Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) have all
emerged as benchmarks for regional eco-
nomic cooperation — without the US’s par-

ticipation. The Financial Times has rightly
pointed out that if the US positions itself
against the vast majority of countries that
uphold free trade and support the multi-
lateral trading system, the ultimate out-
come will not be “economic deglobalisa-
tion”, but rather, "de-Americanisation of
the world”.

Since the dawn of the 21st century, the
rise of developing countries has been the
most striking feature of the evolving inter-
national landscape. Take BRICS as an exam-
ple: Its member states now account for
nearly half of the global population and
one-fifth of world trade. Their contribution
to global economic growth exceeds 50 per
cent, approximately double that of the G7.
In terms of purchasing power parity, the
total economic output of BRICS has already
surpassed that of the G7.

China’s development is a result of self-
reliance and hard work, not favours from
others. China does not flinch from any un-
just suppression. China’s resolute counter-
measures against the US tariff bullying are
not only to safeguard its own legitimate
rights and interests but also to uphold the
free trade system and protect the shared
interests of the international community.
It was precisely because China took the
lead in standing up to it that the US was
forced to announce a 90-day pause for
other countries. Now, the ball is in
America's court. China’s position is clear:
There are no winners in a tariff war or a
trade war. If a negotiated solution is truly
what the US wants, it should seek dialogue
based on equality, respect and mutual ben-
efit. If the US insists on continuing the fight,
China will fight to the end with firm will
and abundant means.

As major developing countries and
emerging economies, China and India
share the common goal of development
and revitalisation. China is actively pro-
moting high-quality development, while
India is committed to realising the vision
of “Viksit Bharat 2047”. As the only two
nations with populations exceeding one
billion, the convergence of the Chinese
and Indian markets could generate a syn-
ergistic “1+1=11" multiplier effect. The
IMF predicts that over the next five years,
China and India together will contribute
36 per cent to global economic growth —
more than all G7 countries combined.
China is implementing a strategy to ex-
pand domestic demand and a special ini-
tiative to boost consumption, which will
unleash enormous consumption poten-
tial. We welcome more high-quality
Indian products to the Chinese market.
China strictly complies with WTO sub-
sidy disciplines and market rules. We will
not engage in market dumping or cut-
throat competition, nor will we disrupt
other countries’ industries and economic
development.

The tariff and trade war has once again
placed the world at a crossroads. At this piv-
otal historical juncture, let us jointly uphold
multilateralism, safeguard the interna-
tional rules-based order as well as the de-
velopment rights and interests of the
Global South, and inject much-needed sta-
bility into a turbulent world.

The writer is China’s ambassador to India

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AFTER PAHALGAM

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A volatile
stand-off’ (IE, April 28). The security
forces of both India and Pakistan have ex-
changed intermittent fire across the bor-
der. Earlier, India declared its intention
to disrupt the flow of water to Pakistan,
whoseirrigation system depends largely
on upstream rivers. Pakistan has said it
would suspend participationin bilateral
treaties, including one that affects the
Line of Control. The tit-for-tat cycle could
move rapidly as Pakistan will never let
go of its confrontationist attitude
over Kashmir.

S SPaul, Nadia

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A volatile
stand-off’ (IE, April 28). India's response
must be centred on a controlled escala-
tion of kinetic responses aimed at
stretching the Pakistan army. The focus of
diplomatic, political and economic tools
must also be on the Durand Line
(Afghanistan-Pakistan border). The
Pakistan army cannot maintain its bal-
ance if simultaneously challenged on
both fronts. Instead of indulging in a tit-
for-tat verbal duel with Pakistan, India's
political class must hold its nerve for
maximum effect.

ShubhadaH, via email

NEW WORLD ORDER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Flow and
ebb’ (IE, 28 April). The tariff war un-
leashed by US President Donald Trump

and the protectionist response by de-
veloped countries are totally against the
philosophy of globalisation and dereg-
ulation. The international system was
promised a “New World Order” but is
facing a chaotic disorder both politically
and economically. Tensions between
nations and within nations are mani-
festing. The tide is likely to turn in favour
of welfare economic policies, leaving
globalisation behind.

Vasant Nalawade, Satara

A SPACE PIONEER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Man and
the mission’ (IE, April 28). K
Kasturirangan will be remembered for
his pioneering work in making available
the benefits of space technology to the
poor. India's space programme is seen
with admiration and respect all over the
world. Space scientists like
Kasturirangan were inspired by the likes
of Vikram Sarabhai and Satish Dhawan,
who dedicated their lives to making
India a formidable space power

Atul Thakre, Nagpur

BILATERAL ISSUE

THIS REFERS TO the cartoon, ‘Freeze
Frame’ (IE, April 28). Donald Trump has
said both India and Pakistan are his
friends. According to him, the Kashmir
problem is more than 1,000 years old. It
clearly indicates that India and Pakistan
should settle it between themselves.
Ravinder Kumar Jain, Ludhiana
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

OPERATION RAKSHAK
SUBEDAR (LATE) BAL KISHAN KATOCH
12 MAY 1958 - 29 APR 2007

We pay our deepest respects to Subedar (Late) Bal
Krishan Katoch, a brave soldier who made the ultimate
sacrifice while serving in Northern Command. On 29
Apr 2007, Sub Katoch lost his life in a tragic incident
while performing counter-insurgency duties in Rajouri, Jammu &
Kashmir

Subedar Katoch's dedication to duty and bravery in the face of

nclversity are an inspiration to us all. He embodied the spirit of a true
soldler, always ready to put the nation's interest above his own, His
sacrifice will never be lorgotten and his memory will live on in our
hearts.

We extend out heartiest gratitude 1o Subedar Katoch and his family,
phrticulardy his wite, Smt Meenn Katoch, for his sacrifice. May his
legacy continue to inspire future generations and may his family’s
sacrifice be remembered and honoured

We Salute Subedar Katoch's cournge selllessness and commitment o
serving the nation. His bravery will always be remembered and his
sacriflee will never be in vain

Col Comdt, OIC Records & All Ranks of Intelligence Corps

KUT-AL-AMARA DAY
You lnid down vour lives and made the supreme sacrifice in the
highest traditions of the FIFTH ROYALS. Your inspiring and selfless
deed has always been n source of motivation to each one of us.

Hav Knshnarao Pawar
Sep Baban Jathar
Sep Shikant Hadkar

Jem Gangaram Desai
Nk Babu Rewane, VrC
Nk Mugutrao Jagdale

Nk Vishnu Patil Sep Dnyanoba Takalkar
Lnk Ananda Chawan Sep Arjun Jadhav

Sep Kashiram Maore Sep Balaji Sawant

Sep Namdeo Chawan Lnk Tukaram Waghmode
Sep Mahadeo Kadam Lnk Ganpati Petk;r

Sep Laxman Gawas 2Lt MR Ghanekar

Sep Dayanba Gawas Sub Tukaram Nikam
Sep Dhondu Mahadik Hav Shripati L Chﬂugale
Sep Knshna Kale Hav Tukaram Yadav
Sep Knshna Patil Hav Kisan Jagdale, VrC
Sep Krishana Salunke Nk Bajirao la-dha-.r, SM

Nk Eknath Kardile, VrC
Lnk Cik K Purushottaman
Lnk Sadashiv Bait

Lnk Jagnnath Pawar
P/Lnk Jagu Bache
Lt Ronald Mathew Serrao

CHM Goma Gawas Sep Eknath Mane

Hav Sandipan Naikode Lnk Maruti Madilgekar

Sep Prahlad Saw PLnk Ananda Ganpati Yadav
Sep Rajaram Nikam Sep Dilip Krishna More

Sep Govind Sontakke Sep Kondekar Madhukar 5
5ep Vithal Misal Sep Bhagat Sanjay Dagadu
Sep Vilas Salunkhe Sep Mohan Kartekar

Sep Yadav Dattatray
Sep Anil Kumar Kadam

Sep Patil Narayan Bapu
Sep Raghunath Prasad Patel

Sep Ramchandra Kadam Sep Galkwad H Babasaheb
Sep Vithoba Patne Sep Shriram Talod

Sep Yashwant Mane Capt Vinay R Sachan

Sep Govind Masalkar P/Lnk Bharat Mhaske. SM
Capt N Murlidharan Sep Patil Prakash Bhuﬁwan
Nb 5ub Namdeo Kore Sep Pachngge Fakkad Dagdu
Nb Sub K Tukaram Mundhe  |Sep Shrikant Bodake

CHM R Soma Gawade

Hav B Gulab Ghale

Hav Sudhakar Jadhav

Nk Vilas Jotl Powar

Lnk (T5) Vasudeo R Sawant

Maj Akash Singh, 5C

Nk Nale Dinkar Maruti
Hav C Hambirrao Bapurao
Nk (T5) llake Pandurang J
Lnk Kadam Sambhaji ¥

Fondly remembered
COMMANDING OFFICER & ALL RANKS
FIFTH ROYALS

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBF)
29 April, 2025
Constable Shashi Kumar

ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable Shashi Kumar of
23rd Baralion, who made the supreme sacrifice in the
line of duty on this day in Urtarakhand in 2014.
Resident of :Vill.- Bajhera, PO.- Jaror, Dist.- Kangra,
(Himachal Pradesh)

GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
O/o The Superintending Engineer (Projects-WZ), GHMC, Hyderabad

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Tender Notice No. 01/SE (P-WZ)/GHMC/2025-26

Ttem No. Name of Work

1. Project Management Consultancy Services for Proof checking, construction supervision, Quality Assurance,
Quality Control & Quality Audit for the work of “Construction of 4 lane composite steel girder bridge on
the pipeline road across Fox Sagar Surplus Nala under Engineering Procurement Construction
(EPC)/Turnkey Basis™.

2. Project Management Consultancy Services for Proof checking, construction supervision, Quality Assurance,
Quality Control & Quality Audit for the work of “Construction of Steel Flyover and Underpass at Jubilee
Hills Check Post Jn., KBR Park Entrance Jn., and Mugdha Jn. near KBR Park, GHMC (Package-1) under
Engineering Procurement Construction (EPC)”.

Date: 28-04-2025

3. Project Management Consultancy Services for Proof checking, construction supervision, Quality Assurance,
Quality Control & Quality Audit for the work of “Construction of Steel Flyover and Underpass at Road
No.45 JIn., Film Nagar Jn... Maharaja Agrasen Jn. and Cancer Hospital Jn. near KBR Park, GHMC
(Package-2) under Engineering Procurement Construction (EPC)”.

4. Project Management Consultancy Services for Proof checking, Construction Supervision, Quality
Assurance, Quality Control & Quality Audit for the work of "Construction of Multi Level Flyovers/ Grade
Separators at two junctions namely Khajaguda Junction, IIIT Junction and Widening and Development of
215 feet Road from CP, Cyberabad office to Gachibowli Jn. and Widening and Development of Road to 150
feet from Anjaiah Nagar to Ramky tower Road under Engineering Procurement Construction
(EPC)/Turnkey Basis".

5. Consultancy services for providing State of the Art architectural aesthetics for proposed Grade separators
Ia.nd At-grade roads at IIIT Junction and providing 3D rendered videos.

S.No | Events Date and Time

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Iq- q-'

% s,

L

SH JAI CT SUSHEEL CT SHABEER
SINGH, AC, AHMAD
PMG, PPMG PANDILA, KHAN, PPMG
14.08.1955 — 21.03.1972 - 10.04.1976 -
29.04.2001 29.04.2001 29.04.2001

Director General and all Ranks of BSF pay tribute to Sh Jai Singh, AC,
PMG, PPMG, Constable Susheel Kumar Pandita, PPMG and Constable
Shabeer Ahmad Khan, PPMG, on their Balidan Diwas. On this day, they
fought valiantly with militants near Budgam, J&K and made supreme
sacrifice in the line of duty.

CTCH . L/NK SITA RAM
KRISHNAMA RAJU E MEENA
‘ 13.07.1980 — In 30.08.1960 —
) F:' 3 29.04.2001 29.04.2001

Director General and all Ranks of BSF pay tribute to Constable
C H Krishnama Raju and Lance Naik Sita Ram Meena on their Balidan
Diwas. On this day, they fought valiantly with militants at Manu area,
Rajouri, J&K and made supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.

Office of the Superintendent Engineer Cum

Project Manager WCDC, Karauli

Date :- 25/04/2025

NOTICE INVITING BID
NIB No. : 03/2025-26

Bids for anicut, pakka checkdam work Project MJSA 2.0 Phase 1 Block - Shri
Mahaveerji of estimated value INR 141.11 Lacs [01 Package] are invited from
interested bidders up to 06.00 PM, 25-05-2025, Other particulars of the bid may
be visited on the procurement portal (https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in/) of the state, departmental website.

NIB CODE :- WSC2526A0078,

UBN No. :- WSC2526WSRC00143
Raj.Samwad/C/25/1409 Superintending Engineer and Project Manger

MNotice Inviting Tender

SH S C GAUR, 2IC
28.06.1949 - 29.04.1994
Director General and all Ranks of BSF pay tribute to
Sh. S C Gaur, 2IC, on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
sustained fatal grenade injuries while fighting with
militants in Srinagar area, J&K and succumbed to it,
while being evacuated to AIIMS, New Delhi.

=~ 1 NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, SILCHAR

Q2 . tAn institute of Mational Impartance under MHRD, Government of India)
T P MIT Silchar-TBA010, Adsam, India
wane nits.ac.in

E-tender(s) are invited from Reputed firms/Manufacturer/Autharized
Dealer for supply and installation of Induction Heating Machine with
Accessories for ME Dept, NIT Silchar-10, Assam.
E-tender(s) can be downloaded & uploaded through
http:/leprocure.gov.in. /https:/feprocure.gov.infeprocure/app
All ther conlact details & registration procedura are available in the above
menticned website.

Registrar, NIT Silchar-10

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
29 April 2007

On 29th April 2007, troops of 70 Battalion of CRPF
launched an operation against Maoists in the MV-79
area, PS MV-79, District Malkangiri. During the
encounter, SI Delip Chand, leading from the front,
sustained bullet injuries but continued the assault,
resulting in the neutralization of two Maoists. In
securing victory for the nation, this braveheart made
the supreme sacrifice. His valour and leadership will
always be remembered by CRPE

Veer Balidani
SI/GD
Delip Chand
70 BN.
6-4-1952 To
29-4-2007

Prafed srder sifdraeaT, FT0ferofd0 ga ge
FoTD 116 R :-16.04.2025
$-forfdrer wrgam weam 01/2025-26
soga MfiEmRt | Rier 9% # 9@ A o (7 ife 9d & | R 9 guR s[f) ¢ 2 9@
STt B STATT @RI R W0 543.92 ARG o1 ST smfaad o1 ol | &1 & faer yox fisie
16.05.2025 ¥F 6.00 do1 TH SIS ITTCE HAT IMAeISH BN | I (Afder & wwafra favor <o
IREHR & WadRHT Uice http:/sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, http://eproc.rajasthan.giv.in 7 v Jgase
http:/pwd.rajastha.gov.in T ¥ S Fd T |

NIB No-PWD2526A0131
UBN No:-

1- PWD2526WSOB00399.
2- PWD2526WSOB00401

BT/~
areftaror 3ifdrerear

DIPR/C/5375/2025 arferfer go g

29 April 2006
On 29th April 2006, while returning after providing

security to a Medical Health Camp, troops of 111
Battalion of CRPF and TSR were ambushed by the
extremists at Budhjoy Para, PS Ganga Nagar, District
. . |Dhalai, Tripura. In the fierce encounter, Constable Shiv
. 4%*  |Raj Chawan displayed exceptional courage, swiftly
Veer Balidani |[countering the attack despite grave threats to his life.

Constable |Gravely injured, he continued firing, playing a crucial
Shiv Raj [role in eliminating an extremist and recovering
Chawan |ammunition before making the supreme sacrifice.

111 BN.

8-7-1980 To

29-4-2006

OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CHIEF ENIGNEER,
PWD, ZONE BIKANER
No:- 52

NIB CODE:- PWD2526A0125

Dt.: 16-04-2025

NIB NO. 01/2025-26
Bid for Various Budget Announcement works Sanctioned are invited from interested bidders upto
6.00 PM dt. 06.05.2025 (tuesday) Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurment
portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state and DIPR department website.
The approximate values of the procument is Rs. 2706.30 Lakhs.
UBN Code No.

PWD2526WLOB00384, PWD2526WLOBO00385,
PWD2526WSOB00386, PWD2526WSOB00387

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,

DIPR/C/5443/2025 PWD, Circle Bikaner

Rajasthan State Industrial Corridors Development Corporation Ltd.

29 April 2001

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable Constable Constable
Sushanta Montu Pada A.A. Prakash Chitte

Kumar Sinha Halder 122 BN. Gajendra

10152 %9%?& 5 : 12 %9]215\;} 22->-1970 1o 15112 ?9];121}
-5- o) -11- o) -1- o}

29-4-2001
29-4-2001 29-4-2001 o4 29-4-2001

On 29th April 2001, CRPF troops of
122 Battalion launched an operation
against militants in village Malapur,

PS Birwaha, District Budgam.

Although the search of the village

did not establish contact with

militants, while returning to their

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani |hages, the troops were ambushed
Constable Constable  |\ith an IED blast followed by

Badri Prasad Chandra Kant |indiscriminate firing. One of the
122 BN. Shinde |yehjcles bore the brunt of the

1-1-1971 To 122 BN. explosion, causing severe injuries to
29-4-2001 20-6-1979 To |jts occupants. Despite their injuries,

29-4-2001 _|the brave troopers held on to their

weapons and retaliated fiercely. Thwarted by the determined response,
the militants abandoned their plan to loot weapons and fled. In this
valiant action, six courageous troopers — Constable Sushanta Kumar
Sinha, Constable Montu Pada Halder, Constable A. A. Prakash,
Constable Badri Prasad, Constable Chitte Gajendra, and Constable
Chandra Kant Shinde — made the supreme sacrifice for the nation.

1A Project 5PV of Gol & GaR)
Lidwog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-5chame, laiper [Raj.]
Emaif:aterda@sico.cosin
MIT Mo 2025- 36 RIDCOF LG

Short Term Notice Inviting e-RFQ cum RFP
RFQ cum RFP for Ergagement of Consultant to act as & Programme Manager for New Citles [PRanC]|
Tar lnfrastmictiong Development of Industrial Township o Jodhpus-Pali-Maraisr Industrial fnes-
Special Investment Region [IPRMIASIR],
REOCD, a Gavt campany registered under the Companies Act 2015, invites oaline competstece badis)

Date: 3&-Lper-2025

from reputed Praject Management Carsultants for the wark of Engagement of Consultant toact asa
Programma Manager for New Cities (PMNC) for Infrastructure Davelopment of Industrial Township
in bodh puir-Pali-Marwar Industeial Area-Special Investment Regian (IFMIA-SIR), The Terdar/Bld chall
be submitted thiough online tendering system e, www eprog rajasthan gentin epte 0500 P an
dated 21,05, 2025,

Eligibility critzria and requesite details -alongwith RFQ cum RFP document can be seen on the
e-pracuremernt portal of Gofl wwweproorajasthan.gowin and official website of RBHDD ie

Addl. Chief Engr.
IPRALA RO (RIDCO]

v, Nico, rajastharn, gowin & MICOC e, www, mecdc.in

Correspondence address:

Al Chief Enginear

ROCO-RDA, Roam Mo, 232, Udpop Bhawan, Tilak Marg,
LaSchems, lalpurs 20N,

Ph, Mo GLA1-4593 300, 4533207 Radsamwad,) Ci25/ 1470

1. |Start date (Downloading) 30-04-2025 from 05.00 PM

2. |Pre-Bid Meeting 07-05-2025 at 03.00 PM
Location: Office of the Chief Engineer (P), GHMC 6th Floor CC

Complex, Tank Bund, Hyderabad.

Last Date & Time for Receipts of Bids 21-05-2025 upto 03.00 PM

21-05-2025 after 04.00 PM
| 23-05-2025 after 04.00 PM

Technical bid Opening

w.»l.w

|Price bid Openingf

Note: The Bidders are advised to visit www.tender.telangana.gov.in to download Bid Document and EPC
project Tender Drawings. Any Queries can be addressed to sesrdppwz@gmail.com
Address of the officer concerned Sri.G. Sree Lakshmi, SE(P-WZ)
Superintending Engineer (Projects-WZ), Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation, Tank Bund Road,
Hyderabad. Further details can be seen at ‘e’ Procurement https://tender.telangana.gov.in.
Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

R.O. No. : 969-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Date: 28-04-2025 (Projects-WZ) GHMC

I, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND PANCHAYAT RAJ DEPARTMENT

Tender Notice No.A10/3660/2024 Dated: 26.04,2025
=" "FORM OF CONTRACT: ITEM RATE (Two Cover System)

Forand on behalfof the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Additional Collector (D),
DRDA, Cuddalore District invites e-bids (Two Cover System) for
Procurement of steel rods for the year 2025-26.

1. For details visit www.intenders.gov.in

2. The e-bid document can also be downloaded free of cost upto
13.05.2025.

3. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit will be 1% of the estimated value.

4. Important dates:

=

1.|Last Date and time for downloading

and submission of e-Bid Document | 13.05.2025 upto 3.00 pm
2. |Date and Time of online opening

of the Bid Document 13.05.2025 upto 5.00 pm

5. Other details can be seen in the bidding document.

[P 1T I et [ 312 Additional Collector (), DRDA, Cuddalore.

FrafaT A0 A sifdrersar, ardafers frarfor fremor. Feror-die
T Here/25-26/8- 171-180 Rai® : 17.04.2025
ferferer gaam e : 02/2025-26
RIS & TSI HBIgd &1 3R URafid dufc a¥ 2024—25 & €IN0T & S=<id
HIIT S & 9 g i |aTs AR & 02 0T B g 79 uie ay b Awea
Td HYRU 1 ae forg Sugead Aol # arasie FEfor T oRem e TS
WHR & 3 9T H Uolipd TR Y7 g “§1 ol den & WRBR & 3fepa
HTeAl /B Al AT fRT /18 vd g FaR favmT /Xed ganfe | doiid
HIgHi, Sl & IO WReR & Iugad Sl Hdadl & FAGE 8, F Bl Bq
SR & wreEm § FiRT guF 3 02 FHioT SR &g e | IR 662.65 ARG
2, U @1 SeRft | fAfder 9§ 9wfed faaver 99 Ae http:/dipr.rajasthan.gov.in

g http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in 9 http:/sppp.rajasthan.gov.in W &1 ST
qehdT ¥ | dRIAR UBN S f=gar 2|

NIB code PWD2526A0174

UBN is: PWD2526WSOB00529

PWD2526WSOB00531 (Barerer 3fta)
0 e ifdraer
arfor . Torrer de

RAIL COACH FACTORY

KAPURTHALA

Oin-line bids are‘irvited by PCMMRCE on behaifof President of India for the fodowing itemis)-

ScMo,) Tender Mo, & Due Date Description Oty NoeSeis| | EMD|T)

1, | 17251126/12 05.2025 |Set of Seats & Berths with|__16 Sels
| Imtegrated Cushion and upholstery for L.H.B. SCHN Coaches,

330400

2. | 17251144/19.05.2025 ICabIeTraﬁ:{?DH‘IES L=3M| 145921 Nos. | 520810
| for LHB Coaches

3. | 17251128/21.05.2025 |1) Automafic Smoke/Fire]!) 333 Sel . .
Detection System for Stand-Alone in LHE AC|2)1225et 20000004
Sleeper Coaches. 2) Automatic SmokelFire Detection System for

| Stand-Alone in LHB AC Chair Car.

4. | 142510501 9.05, 2025 | Adhasion Promoling Prirner | 445690 Litee | 2000000/

KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Central Offices, Stores and Purchase Dept, K.H. Road, Shanthinagar, Bengaluru-560027

NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO 02 Dated: 28.04.2025

Tenders (Pre-qualification and or commercial offers) through e-procurement portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
are invited for supply of the following Goods/Services/ Equipments:

Tender Nos as Nomenclature of Items/! Services/ Tgad':;rﬂ:“ stﬁiﬁ::;m of
per E-portal Equipment (Approx) | tender @ 17.00hrs
SHORT TERM TENDER
; Engaging an agency for providing Driver Services on
KSRTC/2025-26/SEI697 Contract Basis to Divisions of KSRTC. 45 37 03.05.2025
KSRTC/2025-26/IND20G **Supply, Installation & Commissioning of UPS on 0.12 03.05.2025
Turnkey

KSRTC/2025-26/IND210 |**Procurement of Server 0.03 03.05.2025

“ Only Pre-qualified vendors as per GOK order no DPAR/113/EGM/2020 Dated:9.10.2023 are eligible to participate.

Further any addendum / corrigendum in respect of change in calendar of events, specification, scope of work other
tender terms and conditions etc, will be uploaded/ published through e-portal only.

NOTE:-Interested suppliers need to register in the e-procurement portal. For further information log into
http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in In case of further assistance, contact e-procurement cell (Phone. No. 080-
46010000/080-68948777). Interested bidders may also contact e-procurement cell for training on bid submission.
Mail to Supporti@eprochelpdesk.com for further information if required. In case of bidders need assistance from
KSRTC, can communicate at cosp@ksrtc.org, (contact: 7760990225, 7760990224)

CHPRACP A0 202526

Sd/-
CONTROLLER OF STORES & PURCHASES
(Tender Inviting Authority)

5. | 02251089/26.05.2025 |Feeder Junction Box for|1857 Set pif 2000000
| LHB Coach. no. 33640580
' 173 Sel pl no. 33647860

B, | 13255140/18,05.2025 |Bearing Handing Manipulator| 01 Nos. | 198800/-
Pl No./ltem Code 659038650018

7 ;05251159.'EIEI.DE.2-325 End Part Complete 190 Mos. | 7977 00-

B. |04241079/19.05.2025 [110v, 120AH VRLA, SMF,

i L.
Battery Set 00 set | 362370

9, |04251025/26.05.2025 [BLDC Fan 1857 Nos, | 2000000:-

10 |02251004/26.05 2025 |[Double Inlel Centrifugal =
Blower (Two TEI"FJHE] G338 Noz. | G930/

11, | 022510652904 2025 | Switch plate assly (10 Types) | 2268 Set | B28450/-

1. For details and making On-line bids, visit Website http:/fireps.gov.in
Drawings/specifications, wherever required can be downloaded from
RCF Website http://www.rcf.indianrailways.gov.in. Class llib
digital signature certificate required for on-line bidding, can be
obtained from licensed certifying agencies listed at weabsite
http:/iwww.cce.gov.in. 2. All Limited tenders and Advertised {enders
will normally close at 11:25 Hrs and 1425 Hrs respectively on the
stipulated date and will be opened at 11.30 Hrs.and 14,30 Hrs. 3, Tender
at Sr. No. 1to 6 will be openad at RCF, Kapurthala and Tenderat Sr.No. 7
& 11 will be opened at Tilak Bridge, Mew Delmi-110002. 4. For queries
confact IREPS Helpdesk at 011-24102855, 011-24105180 or RCF
Helpdesk at 011-23378658, NOTE: "GST No. of RCF Is
03AAAGMOZBICT1ZT. All the suppliers are advised to quote this in
dispatch documents for the supplies made by them" PCMM

CORRIGENDUM: (1) Tender No. 17231508 Due date may be read as
09.05.2025 instead of 20.04.2025_ (2) Tender No. 02251065 for Switch
Plate Assly (10 types) Due date may be read as 09.05.2025 instead of
29.04.2025. (3) Tender No. 12231419A dua on 089.05.2025 for Set of
Fartition Frame for LHB AC 3T Coach Quantity may be read as 100 set
instead of 50 sat and EMD may be read as Rs. 700000/- instead of Rs.
350000/-. (4) Tender No. 12231398C due on 06.05.2025 for the
procurement of NON AC Area Ceiling Arrgt. for LHB AC 3Tier Coaches
Tender Quantity may be read as 100 Nos. instead of 50 Moz, and EMD
may be read as Rs, 352160/- instead of Rs. 176080/, PCMM

R.0O. No. 010-5/2024-25 Dated: 28.04.2025

epaper.indfanexprea.mm-. .

Centre tells SC :Will
notify in a week
cashless treatment
scheme for road
accident victims

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

WITH THE Supreme Court
pushing it, the Centre on
Monday said it will notify
within a week the scheme for
cashless treatment of road ac-
cident victims during the
“golden hour”.

A bench of Justices AS Oka
and Ujjal Bhuyan pulled up the
Secretary of the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways (MoR-
TH), seeking to know why the
government was yet to notify the
scheme under Section 162(2) of
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.

Justice Oka told the
Secretary, who appeared before
itMonday: “People are dying in
road accidents. You are con-
structing huge highways but
people are dying there because
there is no facility. There is no
scheme for golden hour treat-
ment. What is the use of con-
structing so many highways?”

The Central Government
under Section 162(2) of the Act
isrequired to frame a scheme to
provide cashless treatment to
motor accident victims during
the “golden hour”. Section 2(12-
A) of the Act defines “golden
hour” as the period of one hour
following a traumatic injury
when prompt treatment has
the highest likelihood of pre-
venting death.

The scheme is yet to be im-
plemented though Section 162
came into force on April 1,2022.
On January 8 this year, the SC
had asked the Centre to frame
the scheme by March 14.

Hearing it on April 9, the SC
noted that the scheme was yet to
be framed and asked the Secre-
tary, MoRTH, to appear before it
through videoconferencing.

On Monday, the bench told
the Secretary that he was in
contempt of court and won-
dered why he had not even filed
an application seeking exten-
sion of time.“You are in con-

The scheme is yet to be
implemented though
Section 162 came into
force on April 1,2022.
On January 8 this year,
the SChad asked the
Centre to frame the
scheme by March 14.

tempt. You have not bothered to
seek extension of time. What is
this going on? You tell us when
will you frame the scheme? You
don't care for your own statutes.
This is one of the welfare provi-
sions. Three years (since) this
provision has come into place.
Are you really working for the
welfare of common man?”
asked Justice Oka.

The Secretary said that a
draft had been prepared but the
government faced a roadblock
due to issues raised by the
General Insurance Council
(GIC).

“The GIC has not been coop-
erative,” he said, adding that it
has contended that it should be
permitted to check the status of
insurance policy of the motor
vehicle involved in an accident.

Justice Oka asked, “Can you
be so casual? Are you not seri-
ous about this provision?”

The bench pointed out that
another agency could be ap-
pointed if GIC is not cooperat-
ing. The Secretary agreed to do
this.

Senior Advocate Gaurav
Agarwal, who is amicus curiae
in the matter, said the issue
could be sorted out by authoris-
ing the State Health Agency
(SHA) to release payments di-
rectly to hospitals.

In its order, the SC also
recorded that the “Secretary
states that the government ten-
ders an apology for non-com-
pliance with the direction” to
frame the scheme and notify it.

SC not to cancel Balaji
bail in ED case after he
quits as TN minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

WITH DRAVIDA Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK)leader Senthil
Balaji stepping down as minister
from the M K Stalin-led govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu on Sunday,
the Supreme Court on Monday
decided not to cancel the bail
granted to him in a money laun-
dering case registered by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

The court had on April 23
asked Balaji to choose whether
he wanted to retain his Cabinet
post or remain on bail in the on-
going case. Kapil Sibal, repre-
senting the DMK leader, had
sought time till Monday.

On Monday, a bench of Just-
ices AS Oka and A G Masih was
informed that Balaji had quit as
minister and that his resignation
was accepted by Tamil Nadu
Governor R N Ravi. The bench
said there was no reason, there-
fore, to entertain the application

seeking cancellation of his bail.
The SC had granted bail to
Balaji on September 26, 2024,
noting that the trial in the case
was unlikely to begin soon and
that he had already spent over a
year in custody. On September 29,
2024, he was reinstated as a
Cabinet minister in the DMK. The
ED had then approached the apex
court seeking cancellation of his
bail on the grounds of being in a
position to influence witnesses.
Hearing the matter on April
23, the court took stern exception
to his reinstatment, saying that
one of the grounds on which he
had sought bail was that he was
no longer a minister and was not
ina position to influence the trial.
On Monday;, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, representing the
ED, urged the bench to stipulate
that he will not become minis-
ter during the pendency of the
case. He said similar conditions
had been laid down in the case
of former Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal in another case.

Jharkhand: Man arrested
on conversion charge, 7
others held for violence

SHUBHAMTIGGA
RANCHI, APRIL 28

TENSIONS PREVAILED at a Jhark-
hand village after a 32-year-old
was booked on charges of
forcible religious conversion. A
mob set his house on fire, pelted
stones at it, and attacked police
triying to stop them, officers said.

The man was arrested, as have
seven local residents accused of
attacking his house Saturday.

The incident took place in
Saraikela-Kharsawan’s Jhimri
village. An FIR was registered
against the 32-year-old man fol-
lowing a complaint that alleged
he had abducted a girl from the
Kudmi community and forcibly
converted her.

Officials said the girl is not a

minor and that she denied the al-
legations raised by the village res-
idents. Her statement will be
recorded in court within two days.

SPMukesh Lunayat said, “One
man was arrested soon after the
FIR... we were informed that
some villagers tried to harass the
accused’s family, pelting stones
and setting fire to their home...”
The mob allegedly pelted stones
at police, injuring two personnel
and damaging a police vehicle.

Leader of Opposition Babu Lal
Marandi called it a case of reli-
gious conversion and urged Chief
Minister Hemant Soren to order
action. He also shared a pur-
ported marriage certificate of the
couple which said they got mar-
ried in West Bengal’s Birbhum.

Police said the certificate is
being verified.
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TRUMP"S 100 DAYS: RATINGS TANK,
WAITING FOR HIS TAXBILLNOW

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI,APRIL28

AS DONALD TRUMP completes 100 days
in office on Tuesday, his approval rating
has taken a nosedive, marking the low-
est for any American Presidentin at least
seven decades.

He has made a flurry of promises dur-
ing this period, including pledging to end
the Russia-Ukraine War, stem undocu-
mented immigration, and withdraw the
US from the Paris Agreement.

The verdict on Trump

It does not flatter the President.

A poll by Pew Research Center shows
that his approval rating has declined by 7%
since February and stands at40% currently.
His rapidly evolving tariff decisions have
beenreceived poorly, with 59% of respon-
dents disapproving of these measures.

His move to minimise government
has been divisive, with 55% disapproving
of the administrative cuts on federal de-
partments and agencies.

An analysis by The Institute on
Taxation and Economic Policy last week
indicated that Trump’s tariffs could in-
crease the tax burden on the poorest 20%
of American households (incomes less
than $29,000) by 6.2%, around four times
more than those in the top 1% (incomes
exceeding $195,000).

This was based on the state of Trump’s
tariffs then, specifically 10% on goods
from most countries, 25% sector-specific
tariffs on some goods from some coun-
tries, and the 145% levy on China.

The Pew poll also indicates a decline
in public expectations of economic per-
formance — 45% of Americans expect
economic conditions to worsen. Among
these, the prices of food and consumer
goods as well as housing costs are the
chief concerns, with 67% very concerned

TRUMP TARIFFS
DAILY DECODE

www.indianexpress.com/explained

about the former, and 61% very con-
cerned about the latter.

‘Big, Beautiful’ tax bill

A key development will play out in
the coming weeks in Congress, as Trump
seeks torealise his “Big, Beautiful” tax bill.
This promised bill has been a cornerstone
of Trump 2.0, and both houses of
Congress approved versions of this bill
earlier this month.

In a nutshell, this bill aims to expand
the scope of Trump’s 2017 tax cuts to the
wealthy while introducing new tax
breaks, to cut federal spending and in-
crease defence spending, and raise the
debt ceiling by up to $5 trillion.

The goal is to get the bill on its legs by
early May, or latest by Memorial Day
(May 26).

While the budget resolutions passed
by both houses have been identical, the
House of Representatives has advocated
for deeper spending cuts on programmes
like Medicaid and clean energy, amount-
ing to at least $1.5 trillion (as opposed to
the Senate’s $4 billion in proposed cuts).

The two bills are undergoing a
process of budget reconciliation, in
which lawmakers from both houses
work together to present a unified bill,
amid resistance from party lawmakers
to specific details.

HOW FEMALE BONOBOS BUSTMYTHOF
INEVITABLE MALE DOMINATION: STUDY

MALE DOMINATION is the natural order
of things, some people say. But bonobos,
primates with whom we share nearly
99% of our DNA, beg to differ. Despite
males being bigger than females, bono-
bos live in female-dominated societies.
Scientists have long won-
dered how female bonobos
maintain their matriarchies.
A study published last week
in Communications Biology
provided the first evidence-
based explanation.
Researchers, who tracked
six bonobo communities in
the Congo over nearly 30
years, found females forming
coalitions against males to tip the balance
of power in their favour. When male
bonobos stepped out of line, females
banded together to teach them a lesson.
From 1993 to 2021, the researchers
observed 1,786 instances of a male start-
ing a beef with a female. Examples in-
cluded acting aggressively toward a fe-
male or her infant, or monopolising food.
Inroughly 61% of these fights, the female

Wikimedia Commons

teamed up with other females and
emerged victorious.

As a result, males lost and females
gained social rank, researchers said, lead-
ing to the average female bonobo out-
ranking approximately 70% of the males
in her community. This af-
forded females better access
to food, and mates for their
sons, among other things.

Martin Surbeck, a behav-
ioural ecologist at Harvard
University who was a part of
the team behind the study,
said that the findings support
the idea that male dominance
is not a biological inevitabil-
ity. “Some might think that patriarchy is
somehow an evolutionary trait in our
species, that's really not the case,” he said.

Along with chimpanzees, the endan-
gered bonobos, found only in the Congo,
are humans’ closest extant relatives.
Bonobos are difficult to track in the wild,
making the latest research a major mile-
stone in their study.
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Emissions intensity targets

What do the Greenhouse Gases Emissions Intensity (GEI) Target Rules, 2025, say? Why are they needed,
how will these targets help India’s carbon credit trading market and the country’s wider climate goals?

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

THE GOVERNMENT has notified draft Rules
introducing targets for the reduction of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by “obli-
gated entities” in energy-intensive sectors
and industries.

The Draft Greenhouse Gases Emissions
Intensity (GEI) Target Rules, 2025, notified
by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change on April 16, puts in place a
compliance mechanism for the Carbon
Credit Trading Scheme, 2023 (CCTS).

The CCTS was launched to create a frame-
work for the trading of carbon credits, to fa-
cilitate the reduction of emissions in energy
intensive industries, and to support India’s
climate commitments under the Paris
Climate Agreement of 2015.

The draft Rules are open for objections
and suggestions in a 60-day window from
the date of their notification.

What is meant by greenhouse gases
emissions intensity (GEI)?

GHGs are gases that trap heat in the at-
mosphere and contribute to the “green-
house effect” that raises surface tempera-
ture on Earth.

The five most abundant GHGs in the at-
mosphere are water vapour, carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrous oxide, and ozone. Other
GHGs include synthetic fluorinated gases
such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and hy-
drochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs).

GHG emissions intensity, or GEI, is the
amount of GHGs that are emitted per unit of
product output — the amount of GHGs that
arereleased in the production of, say, 1 tonne
of cement, aluminium, or paper, etc.

The draft Rules define GEl as “greenhouse
gases emission intensity in tCO2e/ equiva-
lent output or product”. tCO2e, or tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent, is the standard
unit used to measure the impact of all GHGs,
not just CO2, based on their potential to
warm the planet.

So what do the draft GEI target Rules say?

The Rules set forth baseline emissions
for 2023-24 and define gradual reduction
targets for the years 2025-26 and 2026-27
as part of the mechanism to make India’s
Carbon Credits Trading Scheme, 2023, op-
erational.

GHG intensity reduction targets and
benchmarks have been set for the highly en-
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PAT notified energy consumption
reduction targets to select energy-
intensive industries. Companies
would receive energy savings
certificates for excess savings, which
they could trade with those falling
short of their reduction target.

ergy-intensive aluminium, chlor-alkali, pulp
and paper, and cement industries.

These targets, for a two-year period start-
ing 2025-26, cover 282 entities or industrial
units in these industries — 13 aluminium
plants, 186 cement plants, 53 pulp and pa-
per plants, and 30 chlor-alkali plants.

Among the large corporations that have
been assigned targets under the Rules are
Vedanta, Hindalco, Bharat Aluminium, JSW
Cement, Ultratech, Nalco, JK Cement, Dalmia
Cement, Shree Cement, Grasim Industries,
and JK Paper.

The Rules also lay down the mechanism
for industries to comply with these targets,
and specify penalties for their failure to
do so.

CCIS is far more ambitious in terms of
targets, as well as scope of industries
and the carbon trading market. It looks
at GHG emissions intensity as a whole
instead of only energy intensity, and
has an annual compliance cycle,
instead of PAT’s three-year cycle.

Why is it important to have the targets?

The introduction of industry-specific tar-
gets is crucial to meet India’s climate goals.
The ultimate objective is to push industries
towards a low-carbon growth trajectory
through reduction, removal or avoidance of
GHG emissions.

A cement plant can, for example, reduce
its GEI by adopting cleaner and greener
processes in the various stages of produc-
tion. It could replace the use of coal with
biomass, and adopt cleaner, more energy-
efficient kilns.

More importantly, the Rules aim to help
India meet a key commitment made under
the Paris Agreement — to reduce the emis-
sions intensity of its gross domestic product

(the amount of energy used per unit of GDP)
by 45% by 2030 compared to 2005 levels.

An overall objective of the Rules is “to
promote the adoption of sustainable, cut-
ting-edge technologies across traditionally
high-emission industries, for addressing cli-
mate change”.

Not all of this is entirely new. While tar-
gets have been set for the reduction of GHG
emissions intensity for the first time, a
scheme to improve energy efficiency, known
as PAT — Perform, Achieve, Trade — has been
running since 2012.

And how do these draft Rules tie into
India’s carbon credit trading scheme?

The CCTS established a framework for
generating, trading, and using carbon credit
certificates.

Under Article 17 of the Kyoto Protocol, the
international treaty that committed indus-
trialised countries and economies in transi-
tion to limit and reduce GHG emissions in
accordance with agreed individual targets,
countries that have emission units to spare —
permitted but “unused” — were allowed to
sell this excess capacity to countries that
were over their targets.

Since carbon dioxide is the principal
greenhouse gas, this trade is spoken of as
trading in carbon in the “carbon market”.

With the introduction of the GEI targets,
industries will know what exactly to achieve
inorder to earn carbon credits. They will also
have to create action plans towards achiev-
ing those goals.

Industries will be issued carbon credits
for cutting emissions intensity, which they
can trade on India’s carbon market.
Industries that fail to meet their obligations
under the carbon trading scheme would
have to buy credits to meet their compliance
shortfall, or be penalised by the Central
Pollution Control Board, as per the Rules.

Carbon credits are traded through the
Indian Carbon Market platform, with over-
sight of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency un-
der the Union Ministry of Power.

The availability of credits provide indus-
tries with the incentive to decarbonise.
Industries with resources to adopt clean
technology can use their credits to earn
profits, while those with fewer resources
can make the shift gradually by buying car-
bon credits.

Similar carbon credit markets have been
operational elsewhere in the world — in
Europe and China since 2005 and 2021 re-
spectively.

Hanuman Garhi priest’s journey to Lord Ram

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, APRIL 28

ON APRIL 30, the chief priest of Ayodhya’s
Hanuman Garhi temple will make a short
journey. He will travel all of 1.6 kilometres,
but he will be watched with great interest
inside and outside of Ayodhya. That is be-
cause the priest will be breaking a tradition
that is believed to be centuries old.

Mahant Prem Das will visit the Ram
temple in Ayodhya — defying the “consti-
tution” of Hanuman Garhi, which states
that the gaddi nasheen (literally, the one on
the chair, the chief priest) must not leave
the premises of the Garhi.

The rule appears to have been followed
strictly, with a gaddi nasheen having left the
temple in the recent decades only once — to
be admitted to hospital.

Why is this rule in place, and why is
Mahant Prem Das about to break it?

Hanuman Garhi

Hanuman Garhi is believed to have been
built in the 10th century. A prevalent belief

is that a visit to the Ram Janmabhoomi tem-
ple is complete only after one visits
Hanuman Garhi first.

The land for Hanuman Garhi is believed
to have been given by the Nawab of Awadhin
the 18th century, who was grateful after the
priest of the temple cured the unwell son of
the Nawab.

The temple is in the shape of a fort. Apart
from the temple, the plot has
hundreds of shops, houses, the
Shri Ram Hospital, and the
Hanumat Sanskrit Maha

TRADITION

and the temple’s gaddi nasheen as his repre-
sentative, who can’t leave the post.
“Hanuman Garhi ka samvidhan (consti-
tution) dates back more than 200 years, from
the time of Baba Abhay Das ji Maharaj. When
the three main sadhu akharas were formed,
Hanuman Garhi became the main seat of
Nirvani Akhara, and is governed by it to date,”
Dr Mahesh Das, Pracharya of Hanumat
Sanskrit Maha Vidyalaya and
one of the primary disciples of
Mahant Prem Das, said.
Mahesh Das explained that

Vidyalaya.

Garhi’s ‘constitution’

Under the “constitution” of Hanuman
Garhi, which lays down the rules by which it
is run, the chief priest can only remain on the
land in the possession of the temple, which
covers 52 bighas.

In Ayodhya, it is believed that when Lord
Ram departed Earth, he left his kingdom in
the charge of Hanuman, who oversaw the
birthplace of the Lord from his own adobe,
Hanuman Garhi. Thus, the people of Ayodhya
often refer to Lord Hanuman as their king —

as per the rules, the gaddi
nasheen, whose seat is established in front of
the Hanumanidol in the temple, cannot leave
the 52-bigha premises as he is the representa-
tive and also the “servant” of Lord Hanuman.

“When Hanumanyji is invited for any ma-
jorreligious function, it is his symbol, or chin-
nah — a flag with Hanuman’s portrait, en-
graved with silver and golden threads — that
goes with proper rituals, and not the gaddi
nasheen himself,” he said.

‘Lord’s command’
Disciples at Hanuman Garhi said that

Mahant Prem Das has been saying for a few
months that Lord Hanuman has been ap-
pearing to him in his dreams and command-
ing him to visit the Ram temple.

“Following the mahant’s request to visit
the temple, a meeting of the Nirvani Akhara
Panchayat, which has about 400 members,
was called on April 21. The panch, after along
discussion, decided to allow the visit, con-
sidering that the call is by Lord Hanuman
himself,” a priest at the temple said.

The priests said that if the gaddi nasheen
does step out, it has to be with the
Hanuman Chinnah, on a chariot, with a
royal procession of elephants, horses,
camels, silver sticks, and thousands of fol-
lowers. The panchayat has decided that this
“historic visit” will be on Akshaya Tritiya,
which is on April 30.

The mahant will leave Hanuman Garhi
from the back gate, referred to as the “VIP
gate”.He will carry 56 types of bhog and other
offerings for Lord Ram.

However, as the Ram Temple has its own
security protocol, he will leave his chariot at
a distance and enter the temple in a car
through Gate number 3.

Amid Stalin federalism push, recalling Rajamannar’s blueprint for state autonomy

comprising Dr A Lakshmanaswami

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,APRIL 28

MORE THAN half a century after it warned
of creeping centralisation, a long-forgotten
Tamil Nadu report has resurfaced at the
heart of India’s ongoing federalism debate.

Earlier this month, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin, citing concerns over the
erosion of the powers of states, announced
the formation of a high-level committee
headed by former Supreme Court judge
Justice Kurian Joseph to revisit the Centre-
state relationship and suggest measures to
strengthen the constitutional rights of states.

Backin 1969, Tamil Nadu'’s strongly fed-
eralist Chief Minister CN Annadurai had es-
tablished the Centre-State Relations Inquiry
Committee under the leadership of Dr PV
Rajamannar, a former Chief Justice of the
Madras High Court.

The three-member committee — also

Mudaliar and Justice P Chandra Reddy —
was asked to study the Constitution and rec-
ommend steps to ensure “the utmost auton-
omy of the State in the executive, legislative
and judicial branches...without prejudice
to the integrity of the country as a whole.”
The Rajamannar Committee concluded:
“There has been a growing realisation of the
strong domination of the Centre...and the
tendency on the part of the Centre to exer-
cise control over the States, drastically af-
fecting the autonomy of the States.”

‘Administrative units of Centre’

The report complained that while the
Constitutionis federal, it had worked ina way
that “the States had practically become the
administrative units of the Centre” (p 18).

The committee backed its claim with
detailed analyses of provisions such as
Articles 256, 257, and 365, which gave the
Centre sweeping powers to issue directions

to states, and enforce them through
President’s Rule.

“Article 365 highlights the subordinate
position of the States... This obviously re-
sults in the assumption of the legislative and
executive powers of the State by the Union,”
the Committee said (p 21).

It recommended that Article 356 — the
provision that allows the
Centre to impose President’s
Rule in a state — be repealed,
and that a strong Inter-State

HISTORY

those who call themselves Members of the
Planning Body” (p 8).

This, it said, had made the Finance
Commission — which has a constitutional
mandate — irrelevant. Worse, it had ren-
dered states “suppliants for aid” in their
own jurisdictions. The report warned that
the “Triple” of central planning, massive

grants, and party politics was
eroding the federal balance.

Meaning of

Council be setup under Article
263 toresolve differences through dialogue.

Control over money

The Committee also criticised institu-
tions such as the Planning Commission,
which was created by an executive order of
the Centre. “The Centre has gota whip inits
hands. ..because the grants are given by the
Centre atits discretion. .. The Plan allocation
is left entirely to the whims and fancies of

‘strength’

The Committee questioned the under-
standing that a strong Centre is essential for
India’s unity.

“By taking upon itself too many obliga-
tions...the Centre will become incurably
weak,” it cautioned, adding that true
strength lay in restraint and clarity of pur-
pose, not expansionism (p 19).

The Committee quoted from

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Annadurai’s “trenchant criticism” of the im-

plications of a “strong” Centre (1967): “I
want the Centre to be strong enough to
maintain the sovereignty and integrity of
India [but]... lwould putitin another way. It
is to safeguard the independence of the
country... Anybody will accept...that all
these powers needed to make the Centre re-
sponsible for the safety of this country ought
to be with the Centre. But that does not
mean that the Centre in order to safeguard
India from Pakistanis or the Chinese or the
Baluchis, should think of having a health de-
partment here. In what way does that
strengthen the sovereignty and independ-
ence of India? Should they have an educa-
tion department here? In what way does
thatimprove the fighting capacity of the mil-
itary personnel there ?”

Now, once again

Annadurai’s successor as Chief Minister,
M Karunanidhi, submitted the report to

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1974. And

half a century later, under vastly different
political skies, the Stalin-led DMK govern-
ment is once again asking uncomfortable
questions about federalism.

Tamil Nadu has had high-profile dis-
putes with the BJP-led central government
over NEET, GST compensation, delimitation,
and language policy, among others.

By invoking the Rajamannar
Committee, Stalin seeks not just policy re-
form, butideological realignment — return-
ing to the Dravidian movement’s core be-
lief in state empowerment.

The newly constituted committee will
study the current legal framework and rec-
ommend steps to restore state rights.

Whether its findings will be heeded in
New Delhi is uncertain. The Rajamannar
Report was never acted upon by the Centre.
Its recommendations, echoed later by the
Sarkaria Commission (1988) and Punchhi
Commission (2010), remain largely shelved.
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2 groups clash at MP village over Dalit man’s last rites

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, APRIL 28

A MADHYA Pradesh village saw
stone-pelting and a road block-
ade after a group of people dis-
rupted the funeral of a Dalit man,
police said. The incident took

place Monday in Sheopur’s Lee-
Ida.

Five days ago, Jagdish Jatav,
who worked in Bengaluru, died
in a road accident. His body was
brought to the village Monday
morning, and by 1 pm, his family
with others were performing the
last rites at a government plot.

However, police said, some
people had encroached on the
property and they objected to
the rites being performed there.
This led to an argument that
then escalated to stone-pelting
between the groups.

Jatav's community members
then blocked a main road where

they placed his body in protest.

Sheopur SP Virendra Jain said
the Jatav community’s desig-
nated crematorium was ac-
quired by the Railways for a line
to Kota, forcing them to use the
disputed government land,
which was encroached by peo-
ple from the Rawat community.

THE SPECIAL OFFICER AND COMPETENT AUTHORITY,
(UNDER KPIDFE - IMA & OTHER SCAM)
3rd Floor, Podium Block, V.V Tower, Dr. Ambedkar Veedhi, Bengaluru-560001

NOTICE/INVITATION FOR E-AUCTION FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Pursuant to attachment of Immovable properties by the Government under the provisions of the Karnataka Protection of
Interest of Depositors in Financial Establishments Act, 2004 (KPIDFE Act) and pursuant to the absolute attachment order
by the Hon'ble Special Court, the Special Officer & Competent Authority is issuing notice for e-auction of the immovable
property through e-auction on'as is where is and whatever there is basis’.

The intending bidders will be required to furnish Earmest Money Deposit (EMD) (as mentioned against each auction in the
e-portal provided by the Service Provider/Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only).

Short Description of the Inmovable Property

Properties are free of all encumbrances and are in the name of Competent Authority appointed by Government and confirmed
by the Special Court under KPIDFE Act, 2004. (Khata stands in the name of Competent Authority and Auctioning Authority)

sl DETAILS OF THE SCHEDULE PROPERTY Minimum Bid Bid Increase
| No. (Clear Title by Court in order No. MISC No. 691/2019) Price (Rs) Value (Rs)

#803/18/25, PID No. 58-36-25, 36th ‘G’ Cross, 4th 'T' Block, Ward No. 168(580 Jayanagar, Bangalore. Eastto West40 ft North to
1. | South50f Total measuring 2000 Sg.ft { Ground + 2 Floors) Location: https:/maps.app.goo.giMkgbZ TZAXsduACuwS

EMD (Rs)

(a) | Ground Floor, Flat No.GF-01, UDS-666.66, SBA-1570 Sq.ft 1,90,00,000/- | 19,00,000/-| 1,90,000/-
(b) | 1st Floor, Flat No. FF-102, UDS-666.66, SBA-1570 Sq.fi 1,92,00,000/- | 19,20,000/- | 1,92,000/-
() | 2nd Floor, Flat No. SF-103, UDS-666.66, SBA-1570 Sq.ft 1,94,00,000/- | 19.40,000/- | 1,94,000/-

Last Date of Submission

Date of Pre-bid meeting & time and Place of Bids & EMD submission

Date of Inspection & time Date & Time of E Auction

27th May 2025, 3 pm to 4 pm
Place: O/o SPLOCA, 3rd Floor,
Podium Block, Visveswariah Tower,
Bengaluru-01

28th May 2025,
11:00am to 05:00pm

30th May 2025,
Before S5pm

31st May 2025,
MMamto 1 pm

For Registration & Online Auction, you can login to: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in (Helpdesk No: 080-46010000,

080-68948777) The interested bidders who require auction related information can contact Assistant

Commissioner, Office of the Special Officer & Competent Authority, 3rd Floor, Podium Block, Visveswariah Towers,

Dr.Ambedkar Veedi, Bengaluru-560001, e-mail ID: splocasauction@gmail.com or Contact Mob. No 63644037 15.
Sdi-

Special Officer & Competent Authority
DIPR/CP/394,2en/2025-26 (Under KPIDFE -IMA & Other Scam) Bengaluru.

Date: 22-04-2025
Place: Bengaluru

ASSAM MAN ABDUCTED IN ARUNACHAL

Three linked to Myanmar-based
outfit killed in security force ops

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, APRIL 28

A 25-YEAR-OLD man from
Assam is missing after he and
another construction worker
were abducted from Arunachal
Pradesh’s Longding district on
Friday. Three cadres of a militant
group were killed on Sunday by
security forces in an operation
linked to the abduction.

According to a Ministry of
Defence statement, the two con-
struction workers were ab-
ducted on the night of April 25
from Pangchao, around 28 kilo-
metres from the Longding dis-
trict headquarters.

Longding SP Dekio Gumja
told The Indian Express that they
were working there under a
contractor to construct a local
school.

The contractor told police

they had not received a ransom
demand, but police suspect the
incident is an extortion-related
abduction carried out by the
Myanmar-based  National
Socialist Council of Nagaland
(Khaplang-Yung Aung) or NSCN
(KYA).

According to a statement by
a Ministry of Defence
spokesperson, “Based on spe-
cific intelligence, troops of the
Indian Army and the Assam
Rifles launched a joint operation
inthe general area Pangchao on
April 27. Contact was estab-
lished, and in the ensuing fire-
fight, three cadres of the NSCN
(KYA) group were neutralised.
Four automatic weapons, am-
munition and other war-like
stores were also recovered in the
operation.”

While one of the workers,
Wangpana, alocal from the area,
was rescued in the operation,

the other, who police have iden-
tified as 25-year-old Giyasudin
from Assam’s Sribhumi district,
remains missing.

“The gunfight took place on
Sunday morning, and now
search operations are taking
place. Weapons from the HK se-
ries were retrieved from the
three bodies, but there were no
IDs on them, and they have not
yet been identified. The where-
abouts of the second worker is
not yet known,” said SP Gumja.

Longding is situated along
the porous Indo-Myanmar bor-
der in Arunachal Pradesh, and is
also close to border areas in
neighbouring Nagaland. Itis one
of the three districts of the state
where the Disturbed Areas noti-
fication of the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act is in place,
and has seen several instances
of kidnapping and extortion by
rebel groups.

Jharkhand says efforts on to bring back
5 migrant workers abducted in Niger

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI, APRIL 28

THE JHARKHAND government
on Monday said it has intensified
efforts to bring back five migrant
workers from the state who have
been abducted in the West
African country of Niger,and was
working with the Ministry of
External Affairs in the this regard.
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SOCIETY NOTICE

of COSMOPOLITAN - i CO-OP
TENDER NOTICE

{Issued Withoul Prejudice)

VENCOBB Ex-Farm S.K. Patel Small: 124/-, 182G, Sector-17, Merul
lmm Yesterday'’s price in Big: 120/-. 8082040343/ UEBHELEE"EDUH érl::nafl_l._r:a.w rfqrnuai | 400
Pune Rs. 88/-. 24460095/ 24459098. To asundhara Co-op. §. Tha sociaty plot is
Suggested Retail Price subscribe to paper rate : . ﬂﬂ 'f:;?_:if;’ ﬂfﬁf'ﬁﬁf Lid.
POULTRY is Rs. 112/- & purchase rate. HI]IJSIIIE Sﬂ[iE’W Ltad. G 'd' ettt T
I 2ol TEEWars drg inviie
. 00709577731 9320460095/ 9930193010. REG.NO: NOBM,/CIDCO/HSG/ frarh repotad, experianted
NECC Mumbai Zone 0070957795-1 (T.C)/10562/0.R./ 2024-25. and financially sound

Developers for Redevednpment
{ Reconsiruction of the
Bulbdings. The Sochaly hanng
108 flals in loweer building, 27
row houses & 20 shops.
ahating 20 meter wide road,
prirme bocalicn of Marul

suggestive farm-gate
egg price for today
(29/04/2025) is Rs. 470/-
per 100 eggs. (for the
information of Trade &

ZORABIAN Today’s Ex-
Farm Live Broiler Rate
Rs. 94/- Retail Market
Rate Rs. 122/- Mobile :
8879050887/ 9372663242
Office : 022-26604937/

B-10 Type, Plot 1, Building
No. 1-15, Sector - 4, Nr. Rajiv
Gandhi Stadium, CBD Belapur,
Navi Mumbai- 400614,

Data: 28/04:/2025

AMIR Broiler, Small: Rs.
125/-, Big: Rs. 121/-
Contact.: Phone: +91-
8828895000 / 8080432388
/ 022-25251901 / 022-

industry). 38/ 39. 23860517 0070056162.2 Invitation of Proposals Tander documents will be
0070962347-1 0070960403-1 - from Interested SYBHBRIE AL S0y ailice

Builders and Developers| |, 5ins Soc. Lid Ponii

SITUATIONS VACANT RECRUITMENT BBt ol ll ETMARL R
asunanara Lo-\ Y yymbai - 400 706 Between

10.30 AL o 12:30 PM and
from 5.30 &0 B30 PM. all
cays, on paymaent of Hs
1000004 {non-refundabla
basis] through DOV Pay arder
im favor of "Cosmopolitan-||
Co-Op. Housing Soc, Lid
The sabs of tender docurmnent

operative Housing
society Limited is
inviting proposals from
bullders and developers
for the redevelopment of
its society. The project is

spread over an area of ?E‘gj 2:;;? 30.04.2025 Hl
6164 sq m and consists TR

of a total of 300 fiats Hon, Chairman [ Hon. Secretary

3 For, Cosmopoditan-1i Co-0p,
Interested builders and

PART TIME JOB

Vacancy for Bankers,
Professionals, Teachers.
Work Part time without
affecting your job.
Salary+ Huge
Incentives. Age: 40+.
Call: 7718802915
/9594501495.

0070963000-2

Aldel Education Trusl's
£ ALDEL COLLEGE OF @
acoee PHARMACY AND RESEARCH

St. John Technical and Educational Campus, Vevoor,
Manor Road, Palghar (E), Dist. Palghar 401404
(A Christian Religious Minonty Institution)
Approved by PG, DTE and Affiliated to the University of Mumbai

CORRIGENDUM

Hoasing Soc, Lid,
Flease rater to the University approved adverfisement published on develo PETS & hould

Opportunity!! For

Cantact:
: +01 EAZIA0EAET & SBI041 2145
submit their proposals
along with details of

1A Apnl 2025 in The Indian Express Page no. 3 and in Loksatta

Faga Mo, 9 newspapers torthe Teaching postsin our Gollege, In this Retired/ VRS/ NRI

Seniors to work with

0070964336-1-1

advertisament, against the “Applications are invited for the

(ollowing Unaide Postsfor the Academic Year 2025.26',to be ead Govt Registered

Company. Wonderful
Package, Promotions,
Foreign Conventions
and Many. 9321362047.

0070964 155-1

completed and ongoing
projects to the society
office from 29/04/2025

14/05/2025. Tenders
available for sale from
29th April 2025 to 14th

EDUCATION

ADMISSION

th Ac .;[Jemw Year 2[}?5 26, "I'w ahn'.le correction may n'Pa*-:P be
niatadd. Othar terms and conditions will remain the sama Sd/-

Chairman

A.S.P.M.

May 2025 Last date for
SITUATIONS VACANT
14th May 2025 till 7 pm £ :
— . Detailed information and | | MAACAcredited endEycie B: Grade
awds wa, BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN (BHAVAN'S COLLEGE), ANDHERI a-copy of the tender can ) ADM ISSI D“ v
BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN Private Aided/Private Sanstha  crowumesren w e sriiraremeed =0 he obtained from the Y b
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EDUCATIONAL

PASS directly “Khardikar
Classes” VIl Fail...?
Direct X, Xl Fail...?
Direct XIl, Regular/
Distance BA, B.Com.,
B.Sc....?2 Admission
Open. Dombivli-
9820627580/ 9820904646.

0070961433-2

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

| have changed my name
from Saini Harminder
Singh Balbir Singh To
Saini Harminder Singh
as per Maharashtra
Government Affidavit
dated - 26/04/2025

0070964307-1

I Have Changed My Old
Name Kailas Ganpat
Nimbalkar to New
Name kailas Ganpatrao
Nimbalkar as per my
Aadhaar card.

0070964287-1

I, Gawali Pravin Nhanu,
Ex - Nk, No. 2790733W
R/0. A/201, Shree
Sadguru Krupa Apt.,
Kalyan Shil Road,
Dombivli (E), Dist.

The five workers were kid-
napped by armed men on April
25, a statement said.

After being informed about
the incident, the State Migrant
Control Room contacted the
company thatemployed them, it
said. “According to the informa-
tion, all the workers were work-
ing in the Telabari area... It was a
complete military operation, in
which 26 locals and 12 workers

from other countries were in-
volved. 12 people have also been
reported dead in this incident,” it
added.

The Indian embassy in Niger
is aware of the incident and tak-
ing up the matter with the author-
ities concerned for the safe and
early release of the workers, the
statement said. All five workers
belong to Dondlo and Mundro vil-
lages in Giridih district.

Day after attack
on MP’s convoy,
Assam Police

blames expelled
Congress leader

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, APRIL 28

ADAY after a convoy of Congress
leaders including Nagaon MP
Pradyut Bordoloi was attacked
on Sunday, Assam police say that
the attack was planned by a
Congress member who was re-
cently expelled from the party.
Bordoloi and Batadrava MLA
Sibamoni Bora had minor injuries
and their vehicles were damaged
as they were attacked by uniden-
tified miscreants with rods and
hockey sticks in Dhing in Nagaon
Sunday evening. They were trav-
elling as part of their campaign for
the upcoming panchayat polls.
Bordoloi had alleged Sunday
thatit was a premeditated attack
orchestrated by the BJP. “In my
nearly three decades in politics, I
have never seen such a break-
down of law and order in Assam
as we are witnessing today un-
der BJPrule...” he had stated.
On Monday, Nagaon SP
Swapnaneel Deka told reporters
that the “main suspect” in the at-
tack is an individual named
Imdadul Islam after an FIR was
registered in connection with
the incident on Sunday
“We have come to know that
one Imdadul Islam, who was ex-
pelled from the Congress Sunday
is behind this. There were some
more people with him, who had
come from the Lahorighat
Bhuragaon area,” he said, adding
that police are currently looking
for the suspect.

‘He was sleeping... no one
heard his cries’, says Mother of

4-yr-old killed in fire in Delhi

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

VOLUNTEERS FROM the sub-di-
visional magistrate’s office are
walking across the ash-black
surface of the Bengali Basti in
Rohini Sector 17, trying to jot
down the names of people
whose shanties were gutted ina
fire on Sunday.

From a distance, Shaina Bibi
looks on with a dazed expres-
sion. Her four-year-old son,
Alam, was one of two children
who died in the fire which en-
gulfed over 400 jhuggis in the 5-
acre slum.

Sitting on the ruins of what
was once her family’s home, she
is waiting for word from her hus-
band, Mithu, whois at Ambedkar
hospital to collect their youngest’s
body. “My husband and I, and our
three other children, were out

yesterday. Itti buri kismat thi. (It
was our fate). Only Alam was in
the house. He was sleeping when
the fire started. No one even
heard his cries,” she sobs.

Bibi was in Rohini Sector 16
at the time of the fire, at a flat
where she works as a domestic
help. Mithu, a rag picker, was out
too. Alam’s older brothers, aged
16 and 14, along with their sister,
12, were helping their father.

The oldest sibling says, “Pehli
baar sab bahar the. And that’s
when it happened.”

Police have registered an FIR
pertaining to criminal negli-
gence against unknown persons
in the case.

Nearby, Gulshan, 49, is hur-
riedly walking towards his tent,
with three white plastic contain-
ers, filled with what looks like
pulses, potato curry and rotis.
“My son and wife have been
waiting for me since morning.

Thane - 421204
(Maharashtra), have
changed my Daughter’s
name & DOB from
Hindavi to Hindavi
Pravin Gawali &
Dhanika & 29/11/2003 to
Dhanika Pravin Gawali
& 29/10/2003 vide
Affidavit.

0070964345-1

I, Mrs. Shubhangi alias
Shubhangi, wife of Ex -
Nk, Sakharam Nahnu
Gawade, S.No.
2776040N, R/0 H/402
Mauli Complex, Gouri
Pada, Kalyan (W), Dist.
Thane - 421301
(Maharashtra), have
changed my name from
Mrs. Shubhangi alias
Shubhangi to
Shubhangi Sakharam
Gawde & DOB from 1966
& Not Recorded to
05/06/1966 vide
Affidavit.

0070964334-1

I, Pramila, widow of Ex -
Sep, Khanvilkar Bhikaji,
S.No. 1509334 R/o.
B/202, Kailash Gardens,
Gauripada, Kalyan (W),
Dist. Thane - 421301
(Maharashtra), have
changed my Name from
Pramila to Pramila
Bhikaji Khanvilkar &
DOB from Not Recorded
to 19/05/1942 vide
Affidavit.

0070964328-1
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising copy, it
is not possible to verify its
contents. The Indian Express (P.)
Limited cannot  be held
responsible for such contents,
nor for any loss or damage
incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers or
Publications.  We therefore
recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before
sending any monies or entering
into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting
on an advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation Ltd

Registered Office : Mafatlal House, 1st Floor, H.T.
weras wsss Parekh Marg, 169, Backbay Reclamation, churchgate,
Mumbai-400020. Phone-022-41580922.

E-Request for Proposal Notice

RFP No.-MTDC/RO/Caravans/2025

REQUEST for Porposal for "Appointment of Tourism
Consultant for Procurement & Setting up of Resources &
Mechanism for Operationalizing 12 Caravans." The Detail
RFP Documents including terms and conditions are
available on www.mtdc.co & http://mahatenders.gov.in
web sites for the bidders from dated on 29.04.2025,
05.00 pm onwards and deadline for bid submission is
dated 28.05.2025, 11.00 am.

Sd/-
Managing Director,
M.T.D.C., Mumbai

Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation Ltd

Registered Office : Mafatlal House, 1st Floor, H.T.
wesar s Parekh Marg, 169, Backbay Reclamation, churchgate,
Mumbai-400020. Phone-022-41580922.

E-Request for Proposal Notice

RFP No.-MTDC/R.O./ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE/2025

REQUEST for Porposal for "EOl FOR DEVELOPMENT AND
OPERATIONS OF RENEWABLE ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
AT MTDC PROPERTIES." The Detail RFP Documents
including terms and conditions are available on
www.mtdc.co & http://mahatenders.gov.in web sites for
the bidders from dated on 29.04.2025, 05.00 pm onwards
and deadline for bid submission is date 28.05.2025,
11.00 am.

Sd/-
Managing Director,
M.T.D.C., Mumbai

People in societies are giving us
food. Many political leaders
came here, but no one has sent
food or water. We haven't even
received tents,” he says.

Gulshan claims the fire de-
partment was just minutes away
from jhuggi cluster, and yet, they
weren’t here on time. “Most of
the homes were already burnt
by the time they came,” he says.

Fire officials, on Sunday, had
said the tenders were unable to
enter the narrow lanes, sur-
rounded by boundary walls of a
nearby society, and it took them
more than three hours to douse
the flames. The incident also
triggered a political blame game
between the AAP and BJP.

AAP Delhi convenor Saurabh
Bharadwaj on Sunday;, hit out at
the Delhi government for it’s de-
layed response to the fire and
claimed CM Rekha Gupta did not
even post about it.

April 23 Agra
murder: Man

who runs Cow
Raksha Dal
among 3 held

ALOKSINGH
AGRA,APRIL28

FIVE DAYS after the murder of a
21-year-old biryani seller in
Agra’s Tajganj area, the police
claimed to have arrested three
people—two for involvement in
the murder and one for posting a
video of the two shooters, who
stated that the killing was retri-
bution for the Pahalgam attack.

Two of the accused—Priyansh
Yadav, 21, and Shivam Bhagel, 20
— were arrested for allegedly
shooting Gulfam Ali and his co-
worker Sai Ali at their eatery, lo-
cated just 1.5 km away from the
Taj Mahal, on the night of April 23.

Manoj Chaudhary, 25, whois
facing a murder case and also
runs a “Cow Raksha Dal”, was ar-
rested for posting the video to
create tension between commu-
nities, police said.
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TALKS FOR A LONG-PENDING PACTENTERFINAL STAGES

Goyal, Reynolds meet to pushIndia-UK Govt working with
airlines to assess extent

of impact, find solutions

freetra

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, APRIL28

AS RADICAL changes in US trade
policy speed up bilateral trade
deal-making globally, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal met his
counterpart, UK Secretary of State
for Business and Trade Jonathan
Reynolds, in London, for the con-
clusion of a long-pending trade
agreement.

“Arrived in London for two
days of engaging discussions
aimed at strengthening bilateral
trade and investment relations.In
my first engagement, held a pro-
ductive meeting with the UK
Secretary of State for Businessand
Trade Jonathan Reynolds to ad-
vance Free Trade Agreement ne-
gotiations, reinforcing our com-
mitment to deepening India-UK
economic ties,” Goyal said in so-
cial media post.

The Indian Express had earlier
this month reported that no new
round of talks was being planned,
as negotiations had entered their
final stages, with only a few
thorny issues pending between
the two countries. Agreement on
rules of origin and short-term
service visas were among the re-
maining issues.

Goyal’s visit comes within a
month of Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s visit to the
UKamid parallel discussions fora
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT)
alongside the Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) negotiations.

Meanwhile, Politico reported
that India has accepted that
Britain will only offer “minor
changes to its visa regime” as ne-
gotiations for a trade deal enter

— BRIEFLY —

Govtforms
manufacturing
mission panel

New Delhi: The government
has set up an inter-ministerial
committee to frame the broad
contours of the proposed na-
tional manufacturing mission,
announced in the Budget in
February, an official said. The
committee, established under
the chairmanship of Niti Aayog
CEO BV R Subrahmanyam, is
holdinga series of stakeholder
consultations. PTI

UltraTech posts

2,474-crore
net profitin Q4

New Delhi: UltraTech Cement
Ltd onMonday reported a con-
solidated net profit of Rs
2,474.79 crore for the March
quarter. It posted a consoli-
dated net profit of Rs 2,258.58
crore in the year-ago period,
the Aditya Birla group flagship
firm said. PTI

IDBIBank Q4
profitrises 26%
tot2,051 crore

New Delhi: IDBI Bank on
Monday reported 26 per cent
increaseinnet profitatRs 2,051
crore for the March quarter of
FY25.The LIC-controlled bank
had posted a net profit of Rs
1,628 crore for the year-ago pe-
riod. PTI

Indusind Bank’s
deputy CEO Arun
Khuranaresigns

Mumbai: Indusind Bank on
Monday announced the resig-
nation of deputy CEO Arun
Khurana, weeks after it dis-
closed accounting lapses inits
derivatives portfolio. REUTERS

Urban Company
files draft papers
for¥1.9K-crIPO

New Delhi: Urban Company on
Monday filed preliminary pa-
pers with capital markets reg-
ulator Sebi to raise Rs 1,900
crore through an IPO. PTI

\O |

CARITON LA

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal with UK
Secretary of State for Business and Trade Jonathan Reynolds

in London on Monday.

@PiyushGoyal

their final stages. The new rules
will lead to “around 100 new
visas” for Indian workers each
year, a UK official told Politico.
The UK’s visa concession is a
long way from New Delhi’s open-
ing gambit, the official said, with
India originally proposing larger
quotas for professionals, particu-
larly in sectors like IT and health-
care. This could be bad news for
Indian negotiators, as the services
sector was a key area where India
could have benefited through
greater access to service sector
visas. A Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) report stated that
the India-UK FTA is expected to

yield only limited trade benefits
for India, as many of its exports to
the UK already enjoy low or zero
tariffs. On the contrary, the UK’s
exports face considerable tariffs in
India, particularly on items like
cars, Scotch whisky, and wines.
The tariff on cars is 100 per cent,
and on Scotch whisky and wines,
itis 150 per cent. The FTA could
lead to tariff reductions on these
goods, potentially offering the UK
deeper access to Indian markets.

While the UK has asked India
to reduce duties on cars and
whisky among other items, India
has sought better access for its
service sector workforce in the UK.

The deal could see Indialower du-
ties to a greater extent, asitisa
high-tariff country. The average
tariff on goods imported from
India into the UK is 4.2 per cent,
but the average tariff in India on
goods imported from the UK is
14.6 per cent.

Negotiations on cars and
whisky have been hectic,as Indian
industry has been seeking greater
access to the UK market too.
Indian whisky manufacturers
have said that the UK should ease
its three-year maturation rule,
which acts as a barrier for Indian
whisky brands seeking entry into
the UK. The UK is seeking duty
concessions in the auto sector,
particularly in the EV segment.

India’s labour-intensive sec-
tors are expected to see major
gains from the India-UK FTA, es-
pecially the textile sector. Indian
textile exports face tariffs as high
as 10 per cent in the UK, and a
trade deal could put India on par
with competitors such as
Bangladesh, helping to revive tex-
tile exports. Meanwhile, greater
integration in the services sector
with the UK could help create
more jobs in the fast-growing in-
dustry.

Notably, the UK’s carbon tax
has been a concern for India, as it
could restrict Indian exports of
metal products. The UK is cur-
rently in talks with the EU toalign
its Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), expected in
2027,withasimilar tax in Brussels
on high-carbon emissionimports
such as steel, aluminium and ce-
ment. Progress to align the sys-
temsin Londonand Brusselsis ex-
pected ata key UK-EU summiton
May 19.

de agreement beyond finish line

One of first
US trade
deals may be
with India:
Bessent

Washington: US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent on Monday said
many top US trading partners had
made ‘very good’ proposals to
avert US tariffs,and one of the first
deals to be signed would likely be
with India. “I would guess that
India would be one of the first
trade deals we would sign,”
Bessent told CNBC, adding that the
US had also held very substantial
negotiations with Japan and dis-
cussions with other Asian trading
partners were going well.

“Vice President Vance was in
Indialast week, talked about sub-
stantial progress. | have men-
tioned that the negotiations with
the Republic of Korea have gone
very well, and I think we’ve had
some very substantial negotia-
tions with our Japanese allies,”
Bessent told CNBC.

Speaking to reporters after
two early morning television in-
terviews, Bessent said the first
such trade agreement might
come this week or next.

He told CNBC that China’s re-
cent moves to exempt certain US
goods from its retaliatory tariffs
showed that it wanted to de-es-
calate trade tensions with the
United States, and said the US had
refrained from escalating by em-
bargoing those goods. REUTERS

Factory output grows marginally to
3% in March; FY25 growth slows to 4%

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

FACTORY OUTPUT growth picked
up pace marginally torise sequen-
tially to 3 per cent in March from
asix-monthlow of 2.7 per centin
February, even as it stayed lower
than 5.5 per cent growth seen in
the corresponding period a year
ago, primarily due to weak min-
ing growth, data released by
National Statistics Office(NSO)on
Monday showed. For the full fi-
nancial year 2024-25, factory out-
put, as measured by the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP) grew by
4 percentasagainst 5.9 per centin
the previous year.

Economists said advance-
ment of the IIP data release date
could be one of the reasons for
lower-than-expected print in
March. The IIP data for March was
the first release after the NSO an-
nounced the change in timing to
28th of every month instead of
12th earlier. The time lag for the
release of the industrial output
data hasbeenreduced to 28 days
from 42 days at present.

“The IIP growth for March
2025 came in slightly lower than
our forecast of 3.3 per cent. It is
possible that the lower response
rate associated with the prepon-
ing of the data release has damp-

|IP DATA RELEASE DATE HAS BEEN ADVANCED

THE IIP data for March was
the first release after the
NSO announced the change
in timing to 28th of every
month instead of 12th
earlier

THE TIME lag for the
release of the industrial

ened the estimated growth rate,
which may subsequently undergo
arelatively larger revision as com-
pared to that seen in the past,”
Aditi Nayar, chief economist, ICRA
said. She also said that while there
is some evidence as well as com-
mentary around frontloading in
exports to the US, it needs to be
seen whether this is driven by
redirection away from other ge-
ographiesorabump upinoutput
in the ongoing month.

As per the NSO, the quick esti-
mate for IIP for a specific month
will undergo revision only once,
in the next month as the final es-
timate. Now, there will be only
two estimates (quick estimate and
final estimate) of a particular
monthinstead of the earlier prac-
tice of releasing three estimates
(quick estimates followed by a first
revised estimate and second re-
vised (final) estimate).

output datahasbeen
reduced to 28 days from 42
days at present

ECONOMISTS SAID
advancement of the IIP data
release date could be one of
the reasons for lower-than-
expected printin March

Manufacturing output, which
accounts for 77.6 per cent of the
weight of the IIP, picked up pace
slightly to grow 3 per cent in
March from 2.8 per cent in the
previous month, even as it was
lower than 5.9 per cent in the
year-ago period. “In sequential
terms, the improvement in
growth of electricity and mild
uptick in that of manufacturing
was offset to a large extent by the
dip in the growth of mining,”
Nayar said.

Electricity output grew by 6.3
per cent in March from 3.6 per
cent in February, but it was lower
than 8.6 per cent in the year-ago
period. Mining output growth
slumped to 0.4 per cent in March
from 1.6 per cent in February and
1.3 per cent in March 2024, the
data showed.

Infrastructure industries per-
formed well with 17-month high

M&M eyes market share boost
riding on SML Isuzu buy for 3555 cr

SWARAJBAGGONKAR
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

THE SML Isuzu acquisition is
strategically aimed at growing
market share in the truck and
bus segments, while also achiev-
ing greater cost efficiencies in the
tractor segment, said Mahindra
& Mahindra (M&M) on Monday.

The board of M&M on
Saturday approved a proposal to
acquire a 59 per cent stake in
SMLIsuzu for a total outlay of Rs
555 crore.

SML Isuzu, based in Punjab
and India’s seventh-largest com-
mercial vehicle manufacturer,
saw its stock fall 10 per cent on
the BSE, hitting the lower circuit
limit.

SMLIsuzu has a strong pres-
ence in the intermediate and

The board of M&M has
approved a proposal to
acquire a 59% stake in
SML Isuzu for a total
outlay of Rs 555 crore.
SMLIsuzu, based in
Punjab, is India’s 7th-
largest commercial
vehicle manufacturer

light commercial bus segment,
an area where M&M has been a
smaller player. SML’s market
share in the light bus segment is
close to 16 per cent. Along with
M&M'’s own portfolio, the share
jumps to 21 per cent after the ac-
quisition.

Rajesh Jejurikar, executive di-

rector, M&M, said: “We have a 3
per cent share of the overall
trucks and buses segment. In
FY19, it was close to 5 per cent.
Last two years, we have been try-
ing to get back this share. Our as-
piration is to get to a 10-12 per
cent share in FY31. A lot of this
share gain will come from the
LCV and ILCV segment.”

SML also has products in the
medium and heavy commercial
vehicle (MHCV) segment,
where, according to the Society
of  Indian Automobile
Manufacturers, its share stands
at 2 per cent.

“In the MHCV segment,
where we do not have a presence
in the bus segment, our share
was 3 per cent butis now at 2 per
cent. We want to increase it to 5
per cent over the next 5 years,”
Jejurikar added. FE

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

growth of 8.8 per cent in March
over 7.4 per cent in the year-ago
period. “...this can be attributed a
lot to the frontend spending by the
government on projects,” Madan
Sabnavis, chief economist, Bank
of Baroda said. The infrastructure
goods output may have also
gained from the year-end rush to
meet capex targets both by state
and union governments, Paras
Jasrai, senior economic analyst,
India Ratings and Research said.

Output of capital goods — an
indicator of investment — also
moderated 2.4 per cent in March
from 8.2 per cent in the previous
month and 7 per cent in the year-
ago period. “Capital goods growth
was subdued at 2.4 per cent with
differential performance across
machinery and motor vehicles be-
ing good while the category of
‘other transport equipment’ reg-
istering negative growth,”
Sabnavis said.

Consumer durables output —
an indicator of consumption de-
mand — surged to 6.6 per cent in
March froma 15-monthlowof 3.7
per centin February despite a high
base of 9.5 per cent growth in the
year-ago period, an indication of
the high consumer durables out-
putamid the onset of the summer
season and excess heat waves.

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Address infra

gaps to prevent
UPI disruption:
FM to NPCI

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday
urged all stakeholders to work col-
laboratively to address infrastruc-
ture gaps while underscoring the
need to target 1 billion UPI trans-
actions per day within the next 2-
3 years. A review meeting was
chaired by the Finance Minister.
UPI users experienced trans-
action failures on April 12, the
third in less than a fortnight. “FIM
Smt. @nsitharaman urged all
stakeholders to work collabora-
tively to address infrastructure
gaps, enhance the end-user expe-
rience and cybersecurity architec-
ture. The Union Finance Minister
directed @NPCI_NP(I to reinforce
UPI's robustness and prevent fu-
ture disruptions,” the Finance
Ministry saidinapostonX. PTI
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GOLD USD RATE OIL SILVER
& 98,400 (@ 85.23 &) $67.26 © 98,500

Note: Gold, silver rates at Delhi spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) per barrel as of April 25

PAKISTAN AIRSPACE CLOSURE

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

THE GOVERNMENT is working
withIndian airlines to get a better
assessment of the impact of
Pakistani airspace closure, and to
work out the best possible solu-
tions for the passengers and car-
riers, Givil Aviation Minister KRam
Mohan Naidu said Monday.
According to Naidu, options onal-
ternative routes will also be dis-
cussed in arriving at potential so-
lutions, and the government’s
priority is to try and see that the
airspace closure does not ad-
versely impact the average Indian
passenger too much.

“The very next day (after
Pakistan closed its airspace to
Indian carriers), we sat with the
airlines. We got all the initial feed-
back, but I told them to work out
more thoroughly what the assess-
ment is going to be if this contin-
ues for six months or one year,
what routes are going to be af-
fected, and how the difference is
going to be in future between the
Indian carriers and the foreign car-
riers. We need to have a thorough
understanding on all of this before
we decide,” the minister told re-
porters. With Pakistan closing its
airspace to Indian airlines from
April 24 evening, over 800 inter-
national flights a week operated
by Indian carriers are likely to be
impacted by longer durations, in-
creased fuel burn,and a few other
complexities related to crew and
flight scheduling, shows an analy-
sis of airlines’ schedule data. All
these flights were routinely over-
flying Pakistan on their way to var-
ious destinations to the west of
India. Theinitialimpactis already
visible with Indian airlines’ flights
from North India to West Asia, the
Caucasus, Europe, the UK, and
North America’s eastern region
switching from their routine
paths to longer routes.

Flight tracking data shows that
some of Air India’s ultra-long-haul
flights to and from North America
are now taking technical halts—
planned stops for refueling or
crew change—at European air-
ports, breaking the journey of the
otherwise non-stop flights. The
Indian carriers are working to ad-

File

just their schedules tofactorinthe
ban from Pakistani airspace.
IndiGo has already suspended its
flights to Central Asian cities of
Almaty and Tashkent as the clo-
sure of Pakistani airspace renders
these destinations beyond the
range of its aircraft. According to
industry insiders, Indian airlines’
costs are bound to rise, which
could translate into higher airfares
for passengers. Additionally, air-
lines from other countries will get
cost and time advantage over
Indian airlines as the Pakistani air-
space remains open for them.

“The Indian passengeris going
to be affected, especially someone
going to Europe or America, long-
haul flights from the northern sec-
tor. So, we’ll have to assess how
much impact it is going to create,
then we’ll try to come up with
some solutions. And for that, we
are going to closely work with the
airlines,” Naidu said.

AllmajorIndian airlines oper-
ate international flights to desti-
nations to the west of the country,
and many of these flights were
routinely overflying Pakistan. Air
India operates flights to West Asia,
Europe, the UK, and North
America, while IndiGo operates
flights to West Asia, Turkey, the
Caucasus, and Central Asia. Air
India Express, Akasa Air, and
SpiceJet’s west-bound interna-
tional flights are to destinationsin
West Asia.

On being asked if there is any
alternative route that flights head-
ing north and north-west of India
could take without entering
Pakistan’s airspace, the minister
that that while there may be such

International market data till 1900 IST
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INDIAN AIRLINES’ costs
are bound to rise, which
could translate into higher
airfares. Additionally, air-
lines from other countries
will get cost and time ad-
vantage over Indian air-
lines as the Pakistani air-
space remains open for
them.

aflight path going through China,
but it poses its own challenges.

“Technically speaking, they
can go up north and take a route
from the eastern side (through
Chinese territory)..But the chal-
lenge there is that it’s a high-alti-
tude route. You have to goover the
Himalayas and then enter that re-
gion. So again, the technical capa-
bility of the aircraft and the pilots
and the crew, all that comes into
the picture...Any decision thatyou
take in aviation, you can’t ignore
safety. So, that becomes the ut-
most priority, evenif it takes little
longer you have to find a safer
route,” Naidu said.

In response to a question on
whether the government would
be opentoassisting Indian airlines
financially for any loss they might
incur due to the closure of
Pakistani airspace, the minister
said that he would not goasfaras
talking about any financial assis-
tance to carriers at this stage.

When Pakistan closed its air-
space forover four monthsin 2019
following the Balakot airstrikes by
the Indian Air Force, Indian airlines
are estimated to have lost around
Rs 700 crore due to higher fuel ex-
penses and operational complica-
tions that came with longer routes
and additional stopovers some of
their flights were forced to take.
Air India was the worst affected
Indian carrier at the time, as it op-
erated more west-bound interna-
tional flights than other airlines.
Moreover, it was and continues to
be the only Indian airline that op-
erates long-haul and ultra-long-
haul flights to Europe and North
America.

Markets rally on buying in
RIL, foreign fund inflows
S

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

LED BY Reliance Industries (RIL)
shares, domestic stock markets
on Monday rallied by 1.3 per cent
on arevival in buying by foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) and
firm trend in other global mar-
kets. The Sensex gained 1,005
points, or 1.27 per cent, at
80,218.37 and the NSE Nifty in-
dex rose 289 points, or 1.20 per
cent, at 24,328.50 amid the buy-
ing euphoria.

The rally was led by energy
(up by 3.02 per cent) and oil &
gas companies (2.90 per cent
gain) with RIL shares in the fore-
front. The Mid-cap index rose by
1.34 per cent.

RIL shares jumped by 5.27
per cent to Rs 1,368.50 on the
back of heavy buying after the
company announced better than
expected financial results for the
March 2025 quarter. Despite a
challenging global business en-
vironment, Reliance Industries
on Friday reported a 6.4 per cent
rise in consolidated net profit at
Rs 22,611 crore for the quarter
ended March 2025 as againstRs
21,243 crore in the same period
of last year. The net profit attrib-
utable to the owners of the com-
pany was at Rs 19,407 crore for
the March quarter as against Rs
18,951 crore ayear ago, showing
arise of 2.40 per cent. The board
of directors of the company also
declared adividend of Rs 5.5 per
share for the year. RIL has also
become the first company to
have a networth of over Rs 10
lakh crore.

Other Asian markets also
made gains on Monday while the
dollar dithered as confusion over
the US trade policy showed little
sign of easing, in a week packed
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with major economic data and
mega-tech earnings. US stock
markets rallied significantly last
week, with all major indices post-
ing substantial weekly gains as re-
ports suggested easing trade ten-
sions between the US and China.
Potential agreements with other
trading partners further bolstered
market sentiment. The Nasdaq
Composite led witha 6.7 per cent
surge, powered by tech giants
Nvidia and Alphabet, while the
S&P500r0se 4.6 per centand the
Dow Jones Industrial Average
gained 2.5 per cent.

Analysts said there is a dis-
tinct trend reversal in FPI strat-
egy inIndia. During the last eight
days FPIs were sustained buyers
in the Indian market. The cumu-
lative buy figure through the ex-
changes during this eight-day
period is Rs 32,465 crore. “Anin-
teresting point in this reversal of
FPI strategy is that it has hap-
pened at a time of heightened
India-Pak tensions following the
Pahalgam terror attacks,” said an
analyst.

FPI flows into India have hap-
pened, ignoring the serious
geopolitical tensions.

The sustained rise in dollar
which triggered the momentum
trade towards US equities has re-
versed with the dollar index
falling froma peak of 111 in mid-
January this year to around 99
now. The steep decline in US

growth expected this year will
impact corporate earnings in US
while the Indian economy will
continue to remain resilient with
growth of above 6 per cent ac-
companied by recovery in cor-
porate earnings.

Despite this upswing, in-
vestor caution persisted as
President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration continued de-
manding substantial conces-
sions from China, tempering
expectations for a quick resolu-
tion to trade disputes.

Analysts are of the view that
the Trump administration’s un-
conventional approach across a
range of policy areas will proba-
bly cause some longer-lasting
damage to confidence in the US
as a safe haven. The US dollar is
still hostage to the administra-
tion’s whims, said an analyst.

Geopolitical tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan con-
tinue to weigh on sentiments.
Forecasting possible geo-politi-
cal flashpoints or accurately as-
sessing their cascading repercus-
sions globally is challenging.
Rather than attempting to pre-
dict the unpredictable, a more
prudent approach is strategic
preparation.

For investors, this translates
to building resilience within
their portfolios to withstand po-
tential geopolitical shocks and
avoiding overly speculative po-
sitions based on uncertain out-
comes.

Analysts said maintaining
adequate liquidity is vital for the
financial markets. This allows
flexibility to either capitalise on
distressed asset opportunities
that may arise during turmoil or
to navigate adverse market con-
ditions effectively, providing a
buffer against unforeseen even-
tualities.
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developments to cope with. If
you're starting to run into the
mud at work, don't worry;
take the opportunity to have

]
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some time off.

TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)
Ifyou have ever
wondered why you
experience bouts of
financial indecision,

it'sbecauseit's all in the stars!

Actually, there is a way out if

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
The Moon makes a
helpful relationship
toyour sign, and it
should be
responsible for a fairamount
of emotional support. It may
therefore not matter that you
might forget a couple of
important engagements or
promises! Others should
share the responsibility.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Social stars do seem
to be strong and
growing stronger,
anindication that
you can find solace in other
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S POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH

CORRIGENDUM
Ref : Global Tender Enquiry Notice No. PI(EP)/24-25/G/09
Following changes are made:-
Il S. Equipment/Item Original Bid Revised Bid Original Bid | Revised Bid Deptt. Name
No Name Submission Date |[Submission Date| Opening Date| Opening Date pHt.

Polymerase Chain Reaction Machine

(Multi-Block/Gradient/ Droplet Digital/Real Time 28.04.2025

12.06.2025 29.04.2025 13.06.2025

| 13 . Immunopathology

All other details shall remain the same.

Professor In-Charge (EP)

SRR Al (v iae @ e-Tender Notice

Tender No : Re/E T No.190&191/2024-25/SE/Q

JIM- Construction of 6MLD WTP & 3.00LL capacity OHSR in
Piravanthoor and Pattazhy Vadakkekkara panchayath EMD : Rs. 500000,
200000 Tender fee : Rs. 16540+2978, 11025+1985 Last Date for
submitting Tender : 30-05-2025 02:00:pm Phone : 0474 2745293
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in
Superintending Engineer

PH Circle Kollam

KWA-JB-GL-6-33-2025-26

7%  MAHARASHTRA METRO RAIL CORPORATION LTD.

CIN : UBD100MH20155GC262054
g (A joint venture of Govt. of India & Govt, of Maharashtra)
{Thane Metro Rail Project)
i b “Metro Bhavan”, VIP Road, Near Dikshabhoomi, Ramdaspeth, Nagpur-440010.
THANE METRO Telefax : 0712-2554217, E-mail : plnmrcl@gmail.com,
Website : www.mahametro.org

It is for information of all concerned that Maharashtra Metro Rail Corporation Limited (Maha-
Metro}is implementing Thane Integral Ring Metro Rail Project. The total length of the corridor
is 28 kmwith 22 stations and one depot.

RITES Limited on behalf of Maha-Metro will conduct Social Impact Assessment study (SI1A) and
Public Consultation at project level for Thane Integral Ring Metro Rail Project wherein public
participation will be solicited, The SIA study will be commenced from 02 May 2025. During the
course of the study RITES's Survey Team will interact with the stakeholders of the project
including project affected people, government departments, citizens, Resident Welfare
Association (RWA) representatives, trade union/market representatives, educational
institutions, scientists, CBOs, NGOs etc, All stakeholders are hereby requested to cooperate
with the Survey Team, Director (Project)
Maharashtra Metro Rail Corporation

WESTERN RAILWAY

Senior Divisional Commercial - Manager, Mumbal Central Division, Western Railway
Divisional Rallway Manager, Commerclal Department. NFR section Mumbal Central, Mumbai - 400 008

Work - Display of Adwnisemam"lhmugh various NFR media over Mumbai Division
AUCTION START (ALL LOTS)

AUCTION CATALOGUE NO.

MMCT-ADVT-25-5 |

O7-05-25 15:00:00

Sr. CLOSE DATE & TIME |
No. LaT N, J LOCATION I AREA DAYS nF E—M.IE‘I’II:IH
1 |ADVT-BCT-MRU-OH-407-25-1 HI_r'k. adu-artls.lnq rlgn[ﬂ;r{nrrhspla:,- af adverisement| 1826 07-05-25
{Advertising - Cut of Home) h,l erection of 02 new LCDVLED Unipale struchsres 15 30:00
of dimansions 10 fl Height X & it Widlh with display
| area measuning 120 54, 1. al Matunga Road .
2 |ADVT-BCT-MM-OH-206-25-1 !Eulhadmrtisiuﬂ rigghts for display of advertisement| 1826 Oy-05-2h
{Advertizing - Cut of Home ) | by erection of 08 new LCD/LED Unipole structueres 1540040
| of dimansions 10 ft Height X & ft Width with display
{ | area measuring 480 5q. fL al Mahim .
3 | ADVT-BCT-BA-DH-412:25-1 | Buik advertizsing rights for display of advertsemen]| 1826 07-05-25
{Advertising - Chut of Hame?) | by eraction of 05 new LCDVLED Unipole structures 155000
| of dimensions 10 ft Helight X & ft Widih with diagplay
| area maasuring 450 s5q. 1. al Bandra Wasl Hailway
| Colony west side of boundany wall, .
4 |ADVT-BCT-DDR-DOH-408-25-1 | Bulk advertising nghts for display of adverlisemant| 1826 07-05-25
(Advartising - Oul of Home) | I]',' grection of 4 new LODVLED Unipole stmicteres TEAL00
| of dimensions 10 ft Helght X & ft Width with display
. area measuring 240 =q. ft. at Dadar. .
3 |ADVT-BLT-5T-0H-411-25-1 Bulk adverlising nghls for display of advorisament by | 1826 Ov-05-26
{Actvartising - Ot of Home) araction of 10 new Ghlow Sign Unipole structures of TE1 000
| dimenslons & it Heaght X'4 ft Width with display afea
| measuring 240 s0. . at Surat Stalicn on boundary
| wallfacing road side near Sahara Danwaja

AUCTION CATALOGUE NO. AUCTION START (ALL LOTS)

MMCT-ADVT-25-T | 08-05-25 15:00:00
2= S -
No. LOT NO. | LOCATION | AREA DAYS | ELEEEmuTJ"E
1 .ﬁD'H"F-B[:T-PL-DH-lﬂEI-EE-‘F | Budlk advertising raghts for display of advertisement| 1826 Oa-05-25
(Advertising - Chut of Home) by erection of 03 new LCDILED Unipole structures 15:30:00
| of dimensicns 10 B Height X &6 i Widlh wilh display
Larea measuring 180 54, 11, at Lower Parel

Mote; Prospaciive bidders are raqupﬁted to visit e-Auction leasing module on IREPS '.I'.I'F'hSHF [Www.ireps.gow. |n].
The lol wise detalls are avallable there in under the mentioned catalogue.

Like us ont i facebook.com/\WesternRiy = Follow us on: E}:,:nmmu!hrmlr
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S ALL INDIA IHETITUTE OF MEDICAL

SCIENCES, GUWAHATI

(A statutory body under the aegis of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Gol)
Changsarl, Kamrup, Assam-TE1101, Waebsite: www.alimsguwahati ac.in

RFP Mo: 05/01/Cafeteria/Engg/AlIMS-GHY2025-26/01 Dated: 11.04.2025
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
Superintending Engineer (i/c), AlIMS Guwahati invites
bids from eligible bidders fulfilling the eligibility criteria
as stipulated in the bid document for “Leasing/Running
of Cafeteria at AlIMS Guwahati”. The Bid documentis
published in (aiimsguwahati.ac.in). Hard copy of bids
(technical and financial in different sealed envelope)
along with all forms and supporting documents shall
be submitted offline to the Superintending Engineer
(i/c), AlIMS Guwahati, Changsari, Kamrup (R)

Guwahati: 781101, Assam.
Date of issue of bid document 11.04.2025.

Last date of submission of bids 02.05.2025 at 15.00 hrs.
Sd/-
Supdt. Engineer (i/c)
AlIMS Guwahati

i ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, BHOPAL

Saket Nagar, Bhopal-462020 (India)
NIT No. AIMSBHOPAL-TENDER/NIT/25-26/30 Date:28/04/2025
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

AlIMS Bhopal
manufactures/dealers!
mentiocned items:

invites e-Tender from registered
distributors/Contractors for below

E-Tender ID No. | Required ltems/Services| gt Gost
at AlIMS Bhopal

AlIMS/Bhopal/Path | Rate Lontract for the Supply of 41,00,000/-
Lab/RC/2024-25/33 Antibodies for flow cytometry

investigation of laukemia,

Ilymphoma cases for the

Department of Pathology and

Lab Madisine,
GEM/2025/B/6068192 | Microwave Ablation Svstem 57.50,000/-
AlIMS/BPLIGel Rata Conlract for Mot
Cardi2025-26/034 Procurement of Gel Card for Disclosed

the depariment of TMBE at

AlINMS Bhopat
AlIMS/BPL/Antisera/2 | Rate Contract for Not
025-26/035 Procurement of Antisera for Disclosed

the department of TMEB st

AlIMS Bhopal

For further details of the above e-Tenders, the prospective bidders may
please visit  email: www.alimsbhopal.edu.in and Email:
spso@aiimsbhopal.edu.in, Tenders may be downtoaded from the e-
procurement portal _ www.aiimsbhopal.edu.in and CFPP Portal
www.eprocure.gov.in. Any corrigendum/ amendments related to this
MIT shall be publishad in the same websitas only.

llc Senior Procurement Cum Store Officer
For & On behalf of Director, AlIMS Bhopal.

RAJASTHAN STATE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY

(A body constituted under Rajasthan State Highways Act, 2014)
Corporate Office: Nirman Bhawan, Jacob Road, Civil Lines, Jaipur-302006
E-mail: ho.rsha@rajasthan.gov.in

No. F.7(644)/RSHA/WB/Tr-01/HAM-04/2021-22/D-44
NIT No. 06/2025-26

Bids for Services of Independent Engineer during Operation and Maintenance
of “Ramseen-Bhinmal-Raniwara Section of SH-31 from Design (Km 0.000 to
Km 62.619) existing (Km. 43.800 to Km 107.600 (Total length 62.619 Km) in
the state of Rajasthan under on Hybrid Annuity mode (Package No. RSHIP I1
Package WB/RSHIP II/Tr.01/HAM-04) are invited from interested bidders
upto 11:30 AM on 15.05.2025.

Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state.
The estimated cost of the service is 2.18 Cr.

UBN: PWD2526SLOB00402

Date: 15-04-2025

Sd/-
Member (Tech.)

DIPR/C/5366/2025 RSHA, Jaipur

5 Government of India,

Ministry of Defence

0/o. Defence Estates Officer Mumbai
Circle, Colaba. Mumbai- 400005
i@ Telephone No. 022-22153232 (Telefax)

femien: 24.04.2025

IR TR, & WA
I@_@ T8 TS BRI T R,
= g, g Yooooy,

GUHTE: 0R3-3RAUIIIR
_Wl‘s‘a &= GEN/NEW/64/Project/X/93

E-Auction Notice

DEFENCE Estates Officer Mumbai Circle invites interested
bidders to attend the E-auction on 19.05.2025 between 1000
hrs to 1300 hrs at online portal of Government e-auction
System website www.eauction.gov.in towards disposal of 34
standing trees under the project: Demolition and
reconstruction of high security perimeter wall at INS Hamla
Marve Malad (W), Mumbai. Document submission/ Payment
Start date is 01.05.2025 and Document submission/ Payment
end date is 13.05.2025. The trees will be shown on 30.04.2025
at 11.00 A.M. Necessary terms and conditions, list of
documents required, e-auction form etc. shall be uploaded on
online portal of Government e-auction System website
www.eauction.gov.in or can be seen/ obtained in the office
hours at Office of Defence Estates Office, Mumbai Circle,
Colaba Mumbai.

Y]

Sd/-
(Harsha H. E. IDES)
Defence Estates Officer
Mumbai Circle

5. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

e-Tender Notice No. EL-G-RNC-OT-
SOLAR-17-25, dated 25.04.2025.

:.nuar 5 |r|l.||[|§|| ||:||' 5 Divisianal
E|EII.T|.I'IE3 Enginear [G)Ranchi, 5.E.Railwany
far and on behalf of the President of lndia
far the Pallowing wadk winich 15 scheduled
to apan on 189,05 2025 at 16.00 hrs.or later.
Brief description/MName of the work :
Supply, inslallation. commissioning and
teating of Solar Power Plant at Ranchi
Division. Tender cost - ¥ 12,86 56, 210,25
EMDIBid security : T 7,683,300/, Tendear
clesing date & time : 16,00 hrs. an
159,05, 2025 Website particular : hitps:f
www.ireps.gov.in/ The tender datail can
be wewead al the wehsite https:/wnaw.

iraps.gov.in The lendeters/bidders musl
hawve Class-lll Digial Signature Certificata
and must be reglsiered on IREPS portal
Cinly registarsd tenderars/bidders can

participate on e-tender (PR-BT)

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

NPCL Noida Power Company Limited
Electric Sub Station, Knowledge Park-|V, Greater Noida-201310
T L (CIN: U31200UP1992PLC014506)
TENDER NOTICE Date:29.04.2025
Sealed tenderunder two Bid System (Commercial & Technical) are imvited for following job from allinterested bidders
NIT No. Tender Description EMD Start and Due Date &
[Rs. in Lakhs} | Time of Submission |
NPCLIFY25-26/AMCI04  |AMC 11kV & 33kV Network|Let1:15.0
Maintenance across NFCL area Lot2: 3.0
Lot1 &2:18.0
NPCLIFY25-26/SS-PTRI0S| Supply of 33/11kV 12.5 MVA & 16
MViA Power Transformer 180
NPCL/FY25-26/S5-AISI06 | Supply of 11kv & 33kv AIS 1D Panel 70
Switch Baard | 29.04.2025 & 20.05.2025
NPCLIFY25-26/55-GISIOT | SITC of 33kV GIS ID Panel Switch {up to 15:00 hours)
NPCL/FY25-2680T-FMSI08 | Implementation of Fund
Management System U.60
MPCL/FY25-26/Vehicie/09 | Hiring of Vehicles on Rental Basis 20
Costof Individual Tender Document (Incl. GST) Rs 1180/-
For other tender details and further amendment/corrigendum, please visit our website www.noidapower.com-
>Procurement-->Tenders Head {CMM)
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At 14, century for the ages

Teenager Suryavanshi overshadows India batters Gill, Jaiswal with 35-ball ton to fire RR to victory, keep their playoff chances alive

Under Gautam Gambhir, Harshit
Rana has debuted for India
across all three formats. Sportzpics

Aura associated with
Gambhir slightly
missing for me: Rana

New Delhi: The sense of aura and
thrill associated with Gautam
Gambhir's presence in the KKR
dug-out is slightly missing during
the ongoing season, feels India
speedster Harshit Rana, who was
singlehandedly fast-tracked into
international cricket by the
current national head coach.
Under Gambhir's mentorship,
Harshit had a breakthrough IPL
2024 season in which he snapped
19 scalps in KKR's IPL-winning
campaign and never looked back.
Before another 12 months ended,
Gambhir had ensured that the
burly pacer, who gets some zip off
the surface makes his India debut
across all three formats and does
decently. Asked if the team misses
him, Harshit replied: “I won't say
that because composition of our
support staff is basically the same
(from last year). (Abhishek) Nayar
Bhai has also come back. Chandu
Sir, (Dwayne) Bravo are all good.
But yes, there is this thrill factor
which I miss alittle.am not
talking about anyone else.” When
prodded to elaborate on Gambhir,
he said: “You also know that
Gambhir has an aura, the way he
comes and takes the team along. I
was just talking about that.”  PTI

Podcasters told to

remove IPL content

New Delhi: A "polite legal letter"
from the BCCI has prompted the
creators of a popular Australian
podcast to take down "every
single video" related to their
coverage of the ongoing Indian
Premier League from their social
media accounts. Sam Perry and
Ian Higgins, who host The Grade
Cricketer, received a legal notice
from the BCCI and the IPL over the
weekend. "You may have noticed
that every single video from our
coverage of this year's cricket
tournament has been removed
from YouTube, YouTube Shorts,
Facebook, Instagram and X,"
Perry said on the podcast on
Monday. "This is something we've
done ourselves, it hasn't been
done to us, we have removed
these videos. On Saturday
evening Australian time we
received a very polite legal letter
about elements of our content
from the cricket tournament we
speak to you about pertaining
specifically to this season. "As a
result we decided to take those

videos down," he added. PTI

SYNOPSIS: It was a night that
belonged to 14-year-old Vaibhav
Suryavanshi, whose swashbuckling
38-ball 101 overshadowed the
batting displays of Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Shubman Gilltolead RRtoa
dominant win.

VENKATAKRISHNAB
APRIL28

ITWAS an evening where India’s batting tal-
ent came to the forefront across both the in-
nings. If Shubman Gill and B Sai Sudharsan
appeared to be two young blokes who want
to carry forward India’s proud batting legacy
that is tied to textbook shots in the classical
mould, in the run chase, 14-year-old Vaibhav
Suryavanshi showed what modern day T20
is all about with a century that came of 35
deliveries. Watching it from the other end
was Yashasvi Jaiswal, another special talent
whois already a household name, who made
an unbeaten 70 as Rajasthan Royals chased
down the 210-run target that Gujarat Titans
set for them with 25 balls to spare and 8
wickets in hand.

Power and muscle

Vaibhav and Jaiswal love hitting the
cricket ball. There is something about the loud
thud that they love when their willow comes
in contact with the ball. It gives them an
adrenaline rush. When it runs high, like it did
in Jaipur on Monday, they become an irre-
sistible force, who leave even the opponents
short on questions. Itis what Gujaratendured
when they came out with 209 runs to defend.

In his storied career, as a player and as a
coach, Rahul Dravid has seen many talents.
But as Suryavanshi kept sending the white-
ball high into the dark skies, he would follow
its trajectory with his jaws-dropped. From
Mohammed Siraj to Ishant Sharma, Rashid
Khan to Washington Sundar, none of the
Gujarat attack was spared by the teenaged
Suryavanshi. Perhaps, it was the unknown
package about him that made Gujarat re-
peatedly err by bowling in the slots that the
left-hander preferred. With a natural flair to
hit sixes, Suryavanshi didn’t need any sec-
ond invitation as runs poured. Such was the
deluge of sixes and fours, that before Gujarat
realised what hit them, it was all over. The
onslaught of Suryavanshi was such that
Jaiswal played second fiddle, remaining in
the shadows to finish unbeaten on 70.

The night belonged to Suryavanshi who
batted true to his age. He wasn’t overawed
by the occasion and didn't show signs of
flinching when he was nearing the three-fig-
ure mark. He was on 64 off 28 balls before
reaching his 100 in the next seven deliveries
witha6,4,6,4,4,6,6.It was his favourite pull
shot, off Rashid Khan no less, that helped him
reach the landmark. Balanced with his
stance, he is blessed with the ability to pick
the length early and if Gujarat pacers tried to
intimidate the 14-year-old by targeting his
body, he feasted on them by sending it over
the ropes on 11 occasions.

Gill & Sai, the Kkill joy

Unlike the Rajasthan Royals duo, their
counterparts Gill and Sai Sudharsan are all
about flamboyance and grace. As has been
the case so far, it was another outing where
the duo set up the game for Gujarat with a
93-run stand which came in 10.2 overs. With
a base intact, Jos Buttler walked in at No 3 to
finish the job with the help of the middle-or-
der as Gujarat put 209/4 when they seldom
appeared to hit top gear. Maybe they would
rue not pressing further.

Much of the damage as usual happened
in the powerplay where Gill and Sai
Sudharsan served a feast of the most eye-
catching boundaries. The left-hander started
it all in the first over with a graceful flick off

14-year-old Vaibhav Suryavanshi hit 101 from 38 balls, including seven fours and 11 sixes against Gujarat Titans in Jaipur on Monday.
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PLAYING TODAY
Delhi Capitals vs Kolkata Knight Riders,

7:30 pm, New Delhi;

Live on JioHotstar & Star Sports network

Sportzpics/BCCI

STANDINGS

M W/ LINR[Pts| NRR |
RCB 10| 7 /3| 0|14/ 0521
M 10|64 0|12| 0.889
GT 9|6/3|0]|12]| 0.748
DC 9(6/|3|0/|12] 0482
PBKS9 |53 | 1| 11| 0177
LSG 10|55 0| 10| -0.325
KKR 9 |3 /51| 7| 0212
RR 10|3 /7|0 6 |-0349
SRH 9 ({3 /60| 6 |-1103
CSK 92|70/ 4|-1302

Jofra Archer by getting up high on his toes.
Off Maheesh Theekshana, he brought out
cover-drives that scorched the Sawai Man
Singh surface before being offered a life by
Shimron Hetmyer. He would then again
bring out what is turning into his trademark
flicks off Archer and Theekshana. Apart from
the wonderful transfer of weight from front
foot to back, it was the timing that stood out
in both the shots.

Gill wasn’t going to be left behind. Off

three successive deliveries from Yudhvir
Singh and Archer, he came up with as many
boundaries with his wrist work at its regal
best. First up was the short-arm pull that
went over mid-wicket. Then came a fore-
hand pull, which soared over the mid-on
fielder. And the pick of the lot came off
Archer, where he stood tall and brought out
a textbook straight-drive that sped to the
fence. Thereafter, it was all about stamping
their authority. Gill picked up his pace fur-
ther as he opened up his shoulders to hit four
sixes as Buttler took a bit of time to get his
eye in. Despite losing Gill for 84, Buttler en-
sured Gujarat got a couple of big overs to fin-
ish at 209/4.
Brief Scores: Gujarat Titans 209/4 in 20
overs (GIIl 84, Buttler 50) lost to Rajasthan
Royals 212/2 in 15.5 overs (Suryavanshi 101,
Jaiswal 70) by eight wickets.

Another slow turner at Kotla could
put DC on back foot against KKR

NAMIT KUMAR
NEW DELHI,APRIL 28

IN THEIR six-wicket loss to the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) on Sunday,
Delhi Capitals (DC) had to contain a sluggish,
two-paced surface with plenty of turn on of-
fer, a far cry from the batting paradise that
their traditional home patch at the Feroz
Shah Kotla ground was last year.

2151 runs were belted in five games in
New Delhi in the 2024 season at an average
strike rate of 179.39.In the three games there
so far this year, despite the tiny boundaries,
scoring has been contained by the spinners
- not only through the smarts of Axar Patel
and Kuldeep Yadav, but also bringing the likes
of Vipraj Nigam and Karn Sharma into play.

Call the correction a side-effect of the re-
versal of the ban on using saliva on the ball,
allowing crucial reverse swing at the death,
and a general variety in the kind of wickets
that most IPL grounds have seen this year.
But so far, games at the Kotla are shedding
the tag of being all-out run fests.

In particular, Sunday’s slower, dry surface
where the ball got stuck in led to alow-scor-
ing affair in which batting was only made
easy once dew set in for the chasing side.
Despite having a pair of elite Indian spinners
though, DC mentor Kevin Pietersen would
like for a different kind of playing surface for
their match against Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) on Tuesday. “It (the pitch) depends on
the opposition,” he said after the defeat to
RCB about DC’s struggles to win in New
Delhi. “With the kind of players and the kind
of team that Bengaluru are, this was proba-
bly a better wicket to play against them,
whereas against KKR on Tuesday, I hope it’s
not the wicket we had tonight.”

SNl T AA 5 A

Varun Chakravarthy (L) and Sunil Narine can be dangerous for KKR.  Sportzpics/BCCI

With home comforts hard to buy for DC
this season - they have lost two of the three
games in the capital, and their only win was
via Super Over courtesy some heroics from
Mitchell Starc - Pietersen’s apprehensions
about a slower wicket stand to reason. Their
batters have shown a struggle to accelerate
in the middle overs and build partnerships
once spinners come into play in each of the
three games.

And the upcoming opposition can make
them pay. Despite KKR’s faltering season —
the defending champions languishing in sev-
enth place with just three wins in nine — Sunil
Narine and Varun Chakravarthy, have been
in form, taking seven and 11 wickets respec-
tively and staying economical. The two were
seen in an hour-long training session on the
eve of the game, and if the conditions play
similarly to Sunday, they will be crucial for
KKR. In that case, a curious battle of spin -

Axar, Kuldeep vs Narine, Chakravarthy — may
hold the key in the battle for DC to turn
around their home form.

Local boy and KKR speedster Harshit
Ranais quite sure about how the wicket will
behave. “Expectations (from the pitch) are
the same. Bounce usually remains low at
Kotla. The slower one was gripping the sur-
face (in Sunday’s game) and the RCB bowlers
made good use of that,” he said at the pre-
match press conference here on Monday.

Alarger debate may occur about whether
or not slow conditions are conducive to the en-
tertainment that this tournament wants to cre-
ate at all costs. Pietersen feels it's good for the
game in general. “Is it good to see the bowlers
being served up into the stands like last year?
Do people want to see that every night? [ know
[don’t.Idon’t thinkit'sabad thing(to have slow
pitches attimes),” he said. Just not for Tuesday’s
game, he wished with a grin.

Puja on Pujara: A woman’s voice narrates story of men’s cricket

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

A COUPLE of years ago, after India’s 2023
World Test Championship final loss to
Australia, their perpetual No.3 Cheteshwar
Pujara got the call that most cricketers in
their mid-30s dread. It was the chief selec-
tor on line informing him that they wanted
a younger Test side and he wasn’t part of it.
Despite his 100-plus Tests, unlike other
equally out-of-form seniors, he didn't get the
long rope. Pujara, a veteran of many setbacks
and comebacks, was hurt. True to his tem-
perament, he went silent.

But not his wife, Puja, a close witness and
sherpa to Cheteshwar’s arduous cricketing
journey. She was outraged, her anger ex-
ploded into pithy rhetorical questions: Why
was Cheteshwar expected to shoulder the
blame for India’s defeat? Why should you
put yourself through so much scrutiny? Why
don’tyou call it quits? Both knew, there were
no answers.

Then Puja said something that would go
on to be the theme of a book she would pur-
sue in the days to come: “You are not the only
one who is going through these highs and
lows. We, as your family, are equally affected
byit.”

Two years later, the one-of-a-kind sports

book -- “The diary of a cricketer’s wife”
(HarperCollins)--is out and the scene at the
Pujara household when he got dropped finds
space onits pages. The cover calls the book “A
very unusual memoir” but there is a case for
adding ‘honest’ to the tagline.

Sporting arenas have been insensitive in
dismissing the partners of players as mere
props. Often the support system and bounc-
ing board of sporting superstars, the Wives
and Girlfriends go by a rather reductive and
dismissive collective noun — WAGs.

On match days, as they sit bunched in
VVIP stadium boxes, they are expected to
give the game situation appropriate expres-
sions. In the grand cinema called Indian
cricket, they have a bit part but no dialogues.
Finally, there is a book that records the all-
important female voice of men’s cricket.

The Pujaras are keen to talk about the
book. Puja says the role of wives, and other
family members, rarely gets discussed in de-
tail. “We are always given this glamorous role
when that is not the case. Behind the smiles
and cheering in the stadium, there are 20,000
thoughts in our head. They keep switching
the cameras to the spouses. And that's where
the story ends, right? Nobody follows up or
nobody hears from the spouse also much af-
ter that,” she tells The Indian Express.

Puja’s book introduces readers to a world
where the men of the house are perpetually

Puja and Pujara with ‘The Diary of a
Cricketer’s Wife.’

absent. It’s a peek into the lives of women
who, at times, have a lonely existence with
only fear and anxiety for company.

While the cricketers get hailed as gladia-
tors, the wives are left to deal with the daily
battles of raising kids and being the first, and
at times, the only responders, to medical
emergencies of elders. Most times, they don’t

even have the option of sharing their prob-
lems with their cricketer partners. What if it
disturbs the men burdened with unreason-
able expectations of a cricket-crazy nation?

That was the reason, according to the
book, why Puja hid from her husband the
news about his father’s heart condition while
he was in the middle of that 2018-2019 his-
toric series in Australia. She was holding the
fort at home when Cheteshwar with three
hundreds in four Test matches was conquer-
ing Australia -- India’s first-ever series win
Down Under.

With the second Test at Perth to startina
few hours, it was 2.30 am at the Pujara
household in Rajkot. At that ungodly hour,
Puja’'s phone rang. Next to her bed was her
daughter, in the cradle yet to celebrate her
first birthday.

It was her father-in-law calling from the
first-floor of their home. He had a heart con-
dition and was now suddenly feeling uneasy.
Puja called Cheteshwar's cricketer-friend
Kuldeep. She also reached out to his siblings
and other relatives to take care of her daugh-
ter while she headed to the hospital. The doc-
tor would later recommend “a heart ablation
procedure”.

Sleepless and stressed, she got the usual
pre-match call from Cheteshwar -- a ritual
they had followed for years. Puja had to act
normal. The book captures that delicate mo-

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

ment of deception wonderfully. “The second
Test was beginning that very morning, so |
freshened up, took a short nap and woke up
in time to wish Cheteshwar luck for the
match. I carefully omitted all mention of the
events of the previous night... ‘How’s the
hamstring,’ I asked casually. ‘Fine,” he an-
swered, insouciantly. ‘Best of luck for the
match,” I wished him, with a spurious at-
tempt at jollity. ‘Thanks, he replied, distract-
edly, his mind already on the game ahead,”
Puja writes.

After the game, Cheteshwar was in-
formed about his father’s condition and the
impending operation in Mumbai. That date
clashed with the final Test in Sydney. When
Puja was on the flight to Mumbai with her
father-in-law, Cheteshwar was fighting the
Aussie bowlers. When she reached the hos-
pital, her husband had crossed a hundred.

The book says that while in the hospital
lift, Puja saw attendants watching the India-
Australia game on their mobile phones. Little
did they know that the batsman they were
following diligently had their hospital on his
mind. When the operation ended, the day's
play was over. Cheteshwar was unbeaten on
130. Next day, he ended up scoring 193.
Cheteshwar had played the path-breaker, the
Aussie bastion had fallen.

Puja awaited the homecoming of the na-
tional hero but was once again stumped by

cricket's uncertainties. She describes in the
book another of those long-distance conver-
sations with her famous husband. “A vaca-
tion? A teeny-weeny break -- as a treat for all
the sleepless nights I had endured? These
dreams lasted till Cheteshwar’s next phone
call. He had already booked his tickets to
travel to Kanpur for Saurashtra’s quarter-final
game,” Puja writes.

That wasn’t new to Puja. Cheteshwar had
missed the birth of his daughter because of
another Ranji game previously.

Not a regular member of the India team,
Cheteshwar tries his best these days to com-
pensate for his long absences. He drops his
daughter to school and in the days ahead will
take a “back seat” if Puja wants to start a busi-
ness or any other new venture.

Speaking to this newspaper, Puja refers
to Cheteshwar’s acknowledgment of the role
she has played in his career and describes the
joy of “being part of someone equally” and
how that has made “everything worth it”.

She goes back to the 2018-19 series in
Australia to make her point. “Though I did
not travel to Australia, just those raw emo-
tions of fans gives you warmth and love. No
matter how small or big a part you have
played, it just feels so, so special. I feel like it's
my victory as well. The warmth you see
everywhere you travel, it just feels there's so
much gratitude,” she says.
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Women'’s baseball
team for Asia Cup

Bangkok: The Indian women's base-
ball team on Monday qualified for the
Asian Cup to be held this year after
entering the gold medal match of the
qualifying tournament .India beat
Thailand 6:5 to finish second in Super
Round stage standings, while
Indonesia took the top spot. The top
two teams from the Super Round
qualify for the main Asia Cup tourna-
ment. The top two teams -- Indonesia
and India -- will also face in the gold
medal match on Tuesday. In the
eight-team Women's Baseball Asia
Cup Qualifiers, India had topped
Group A after winning all their three
matches -- against Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Iran. India had also competed in
the Asian Cup in 2023 where it failed
to get past the opening round.

Aravindh 3rdin
Rapid & Blitz

Warsaw: Making his debut in the
Grand Chess tour, India's Aravindh
Chithamabaram had a good second
day as he beat former world champion
Veselin Topalov of Bulgaria and drew
the last two games to find himself on
the sole third spot in the Superbet
Rapid and blitz chess tournament
here. With each win worth two points,
Alireza Firouza of France and Vladimir
Fedoseev of Russia share the lead on
eight points each with Aravindh on
seven points following them. As many
as three players -- Levon Aronian of
United States, Deac Bogdan Dianel of
Romania and Duda Jan-Krzyzstof of
Poland share the fourth place on six
points each, a full point ahead of R
Praggnanandhaa.

SSCB, Haryana
dominateatNat'nls

Noida: Services Sports Control Board
(SSCB) and Haryana dominated the
ring, claiming the team gold medal in
men and women categories respec-
tively at the Youth Men & Women
National Boxing Championships on
Monday. The week-long event was
also a qualifier for the prestigious
Under-19 Asian Boxing
Championship 2025 with twenty
boxers booking their berth. In the
men's team category, SSCB boxers
consistently outclassed opponents
across different weight categories
winning six gold, one silver and two
bronze medals. REC and Haryana fin-
ished 2nd and 3rd respectively. In the
women's team event, Haryana
emerged as the overall champions
with a haul of eight medals while
Delhi and Rajasthan finished 2nd and
3rd respectively.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Why I League fiasco is a
blow to AIFF’s credibility

Despite CAS order, football body hands trophy to Churchill only to take it back

MIHIRVASAVADA
MUMBAI, APRIL 28

IN ANOTHER universe, the story could have
been about the return of Churchill Brothers
— one of India’s finest legacy football clubs
— to the country’s top division. Or, it would
have been about a team formed just 21
months ago, representing India's most pop-
ulous state but a footballing black hole —
Uttar Pradesh — staging a remarkable tri-
umph before their second birthday.

Either way, it would have made for a
compelling tale, one that the I-League — se-
verely mishandled by the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) — constantly keeps pro-
ducing.

Yet, it is neither.

On Sunday, three weeks after the final
round of matches were played, the AIFF
handed over the I-League trophy to Churchill
Brothers. Minutes later, rather embarrass-
ingly, they had toring the club and ask them
to return the silverware. This, after the inter-
vention of the Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS).

Inter Kashi had appealed the AIFF’s deci-
sion to declare Churchill as the champions
before the sports court, which stayed the
move. The AIFF said they went ahead with
the trophy presentation, claiming they were
unaware of the CAS order because their office
was closed on Sunday.

And so, India’s tier 2 league
still has no winners and the 13
Indian Super League teams will
wait further to know which of
the two teams — Churchill or
Kashi — will join them in the
top division next season.

The reason for this almighty
mess? A mere technicality in-
volving a nondescript, journey-
man Brazilian forward who plays for neither
of the two clubs.

 EXPLAINED

The controversy

Dé — or Cledson Carvalho da Silva, a
Brazilian centre forward — had played for a
dozen clubs in seven years before he landed
at Namdhari last year. In his uneventful ca-
reer, he’s played 117 matches and scored 35
times, according to the website
Transfermarkt. It's the rare occasion Dé finds
himself involved in a title battle — one where,
ironically neither he nor his team Namdhari
stand to gain.

On January 13, Namdhari beat Inter Kashi
2-0intheI-League. After the match was over,
Inter Kashi disputed the result, alleging that
Namdhari had fielded an ineligible player,
Dé. They contended that Dé should have
been suspended under the AIFF’s rules,
claiming he had accumulated four yellow

Priyansh aims to hit
bull’s eye con51stently

PRITISHRAJ
NEW DELHI,APRIL28

IN A tense final of the men's compound
archery at the national ranking tournament,
the two contestants, one a veteran and the
other 13 years his junior but the top-ranked
in the country, found a light moment. The
scores were tied at 58-58 in the third round
when the announcer praised 22-year-old
Priyansh's body language. The 35-year-old
Abhishek Verma took the opportunity to pull
Priyansh's leg before they resumed taking
aim at the target.

Abhishek won the final with 148 points,
but Priyansh (146), ranked 6th in the world,
kept snapping at the veteran's heels till the
last round. When asked about the banter be-
tween the two during the final, Priyansh said,
"Abhishek bhaiya was joking with me today
when the commentator was talking about
my body language. When [ was selected to
the senior team last year, the likes of
Abhishek bhaiya guided me."

Priyansh, despite losing the final, is
emerging from the shadows. 2024 was a
breakout year for him as he won a total of
four medals in the World Cups, two individ-
ual silver medals and one gold and silver in
the mixed events.

Son of a media professional from Delhi,
Priyansh picked up archery in 2018 and
quickly rose up through the ranks winning
the individual and mixed titles at the 2022
World Archery Youth Championships in
Ireland. "I started archery randomly. [ used
to play many sports and one day while go-
ing past the Yamuna Sports Complex, I saw
people shoot with bows and it got me inter-
ested,” Priyansh told The Indian Express. "In
2018, 1 took up the sport under the guidance
of Lokesh Chand sir and that's how my
archery journey started.”

After a strong showing at the World Youth
Championships in 2022, Priyansh made it to
the senior team and won a gold medal at the
Asian Championships in Bangkok in 2023.
The transition from the juniors to seniors, had
itsown set of challenges. "It was not very dif-
ficult for me as I knew everyone in the team
already but from a competition point of view,

Priyansh during the National Archery
Ranking Tournament. Express Photo

it was not easy. At the senior level, the pres-
sure isimmense and it starts from the first ar-
row but it is not the same at the junior level,”
Priyansh explained.

The high-quality competition at the na-
tional level is an advantage. "Another thing
that helps in transition is the competition at
the National level. We have people winning
World Cup medals and then competing at
the junior nationals. It helps as the players
get used to tough games very early in their
career," Priyansh added.

For Priyansh medals matter but he also
wants to have fun while competing.

"l enjoy the sport and everything that
comes withit. I think one of the reasons that
I have been doing well is because of this
mindset. [ don't stress much about the sport,
it makes everything easy for me," Priyansh
said. "The best part of archery is the travel. |
am fascinated by new cultures and I love
meeting new people, it's a way of learning
for me," he added.

Priyansh, who is less experienced com-
pared to the other compound archers, wants
to work on his technique and refine it fur-
ther. “All the other archers have been com-
peting for a very long time and I am fairly
junior compared to them. I have to work on
my shooting technique. The muscle mem-
ory when holding the bow is a very impor-
tant thing. | want to refine that along with
achieving precision while shooting.”

P78

The stay on AIFF ruling has come as a relief for Inter Kashi. File/AIFF

cards through the season. The fact that one of
his yellow cards led to a sending-off pre-
sented a confusing scenario for the parties
involved.

The protest and the appeal

It took more than one month for the
AIFF's Disciplinary Committee, headed by a
former Uttarakhand High Court judge, to an-
nounce its verdict. On February 24, the com-
mittee upheld Inter Kashi’s ap-
peal and handed them a 3-0
win. At that point, it placed
Inter Kashi above Churchill
Brothers in the title race.

Namdhari immediately ap-
pealed the decision. The
Punjab-based club claimed
that the AIFF’s portal 'did not
show’ that the player was sus-
pended for the match and hence, they
fielded him.

Another month later, on March 27, the
AIFF Appeals Committee, headed by a for-
mer Allahabad High Court judge, put the ear-
lier decision in abeyance. It meant that
Churchill regained their position at the top
of the table. The appeals committee said it
would continue hearing the case on April 28,
long after the league was done and dusted.

Simultaneous celebrations

On April 6, when the referees blew their
whistles for the final time this season, cele-
brations erupted simultaneously in Srinagar,
where Churchill did just enough against Real
Kashmir to finish top of the table with 40
points, and in Kalyani, where Inter Kashi de-
feated Rajasthan United.

Inter Kashi ended the season that after-
noon 39 points but hoped that if the AIFF’s

Improved PSG

ready forArsenal
in UCL re-match

REUTERS
APRIL 28

PARIS ST GERMAIN will be a tougher propo-
sition for Arsenal when the sides meet fora
second time in this season's Champions
League, the French club's manager Luis
Enrique said on the eve of their semi-final
firstleg on Tuesday.

Goals by Kai Havertz and Bukayo Saka
led Arsenal to a comfortable 2-0 victory over
PSG in a group game in October, with the
French champions failing to impress.

PSG have since won their fourth straight
Ligue 1 title, however, and reached the
French Cup final as well as eliminating
Premier League champions Liverpool and
Aston Villa en route to the Champions
League's final four.

Asked about PSG's defeat by Arsenal in
October, Luis Enrique told reporters on
Monday; "That was seven or eight months
ago. [ saw the match again. We're a much
better team today.

"We had a very intense group phase,
with a lot of games that could have been fi-
nals. SoI think that made things difficult be-
cause we were in a difficult position, but it
has made us much stronger and we are
more complete. "These are Champions
League semi-finals, but they're still two
games between two teams with the same
goal. The key will be managing the pres-
sure.”

Arsenal, who secured a crushing 5-1 ag-
gregate win over holders Real Madrid in the
quarter-finals, are unbeaten at home in the
Champions League this season. "They're one
of the best teams in Europe and they've
been doing a remarkable job with their
coach for several years now," Luis Enrique
said.

"We all deserve to be here.Ilike my team
the most, that's why I'm here. Some people
will like Paris more, others Arsenal, that's
part of life." Both Arsenal and PSG are bid-
ding to win Europe's elite club competition
for the first time. "The objective is difficult to
achieve. That doesn't mean we're under any
pressure, we're ambitious,” Luis Enrique
added.

appeals committee give the verdict in their
favour, like the disciplinary panel, they would
get the three points and leapfrog Churchill
to become champions.

Amidst confusion and outcry over the
lack of clarity regarding the champions, the
appeals committee brought forward the
hearing to April 12. And after speaking to all
parties, it sided with Namdhari, thus paving
the way for Churchill to be crowned the
champions on April 20 — two weeks after
the league was over.

Inter Kashi approached CAS, which on
Sunday, when the AIFF handed over the tro-
phy to Churchill, stayed the decision.

The saga, which will continue for the next
few weeks (CAS has given Churchill and
Namdhari time till Tuesday to submit their
replies) has left the AIFF’s reputation bat-
tered.

AIFF’s reputation in tatters

The AIFF has already outsourced the run-
ning of the Indian Super League to Football
Sports Development Limited, where
Reliance Sports has a big say. It has left the
national team in the doldrums because of a
lack of vision. The grassroots programmes
have been in limbo. Its coffers are drying up.
And a Supreme Court verdict could well lead
to another administrative shake-up.

Amidst all the gloom hanging over Indian
football, the I-League kept the romance alive
by dishing out thrilling finales one season af-
ter another and producing new champions
from different corners of the country. Now,
they have bungled up that, too.

This season could have been a story of the
enduring resistance of the I-League. Rather,
it turned into an event that landed another
blow to the AIFF’s credibility.

REUTERS
LIVERPOOL, APRIL 28

DUTCH COACHES have worked for decades
across European leagues but Arne Slot is the
first to win the top flight in England where
many of his compatriots have suffered dents
to their reputations over the years. The 46-
year-old led Liverpool to the Premier League
title with Sunday's 5-1 thumping of
Tottenham Hotspur at Anfield, sealing the
championship with four games to spare and
bolstering the image of coaches from his
country. "(It feels special) because the coun-
try I'm from has a lot of great football players,
had alot of great managers as well," Slot told
reporters on Sunday. "To be the first one is
so special, because that will always be, that
will always stay the same."”

Taking over from German Juergen Klopp
was always going to be a tough job but Slot
proved a more than capable successor and
joins Rinus Michels, Johan Cruyff, Leo
Beenhakker, Louis van Gaal and Frank
Rijkaard in winning a championship outside
the Netherlands.

Michels was the first at Barcelona, where
his concept of 'total football' encouraged
players to frequently interchange positions
and create devastating attacking play.

Cruyff and Rijkaard continued those prin-
ciples and were also Spanish league winners,
while Beenhakker, who died earlier this
month, had LaLiga success with Real Madrid.

While Van Gaal was successful in both
Spain with Barcelona and in the Bundesliga
with Bayern Munich, he also tops the list of
Dutch coaches who arrived in the Premier
League to much fanfare only to depart with
a tarnished reputation.

His two seasons at Manchester United
saw them finish fourth in 2015 and fifth the
following year, with his last game in charge
an FA Cup final victory over Crystal Palace.

Like Van Gaal, Erik ten Hag made his
name at Ajax Amsterdam but his tenure at
Manchester United was equally disappoint-
ing and brought to a premature end with his
sacking last October, early into his third sea-
son at Old Trafford.

Ruud van Nistelrooy was the other Dutch
coachin the Premier League this season but
is awaiting his fate after relegation with
Leicester City, who have lost 11 of theirlast 12
fixtures. Frank de Boer, Ruud Gullit, Guus
Hiddink, Dick Advocaat and Ronald Koeman
are among the other high-profile Dutch
coaches who failed to make the desired im-
pact in England.

However, Slot's success could help bring
more opportunities to his countrymen in
England and other top European leagues.

"We'll have to wait and see. What Slot has
done is unique and truly magnificent,” Mario
Captein, director of the professional coaches
association in the Netherlands, told the daily
Algemeen Dagblad.

Slot praises Klopp

Moments after the final whistle sounded
to confirm Liverpool as Premier League

Dutch coaches back in
vogue after Slot’s success

Arne Slot won the title with Liverpool
in his first season. Reuters

champions in aremarkable debut season for
manager Arne Slot, the Dutchman paid trib-
ute to the man who helped pave the way for
his success at the Merseyside club.

Slot's post-match salute to the delirious
Liverpool fans at Anfield involved leading
them in a song about the club's beloved for-
mer manager Juergen Klopp.

After his emotional final game with
Liverpool last season, Klopp, who won seven
major trophies in his nine years on
Merseyside, had encouraged the Anfield
faithful to sing the same song -- set to the
tune of Austrian band Opus's "Life is Life" --
about the incoming Slot.

Klopp’s classy gesture stuck with the 46-
year-old Slot. “Because of what (Klopp) did,
before I even arrived here,” Slot said, when
asked why he paid tribute to the German
who guided Liverpool to the 2020 Premier
League title. “I think that is something that
not even one manager ever did before, so
that definitely helped me.

“He helped me even more with the team
he left behind and the culture he left behind,
the culture of hard work, not only from play-
ers but also from the staff members had been
incredible. For obvious reasons I thought it
was a nice moment to thank him as well.”

Liverpool captain Virgil van Dijk had
looked disconsolate after Klopp’s emotional
final game, fighting back tears as he wrapped
his boss ina hug on the Anfield pitch that day.

“To replace Juergen, it’s a big job and |
think the manager did it in his own way to-
gether with his staff. He definitely deserves
a lot of credit for that,” a delighted Van Dijk
said on Sunday.

“I don’t think anyone — obviously that’s
been said by so many from the outside world
—would have thought that we're going to be
Premier League champions.”
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E,E,'Eﬂss Advances Net Profit
14.12% 17.72% 47.80%
(Y-0-¥) (Y-0-Y) :
Audited Financial Results (Standalone & Consolidated) for the Quarter and Year Ended 31st March, 2025 . ...
&l Ouarter Ended | Quarter Ended | Yesr Ended | Year Ended Vear Ensled | Year Ended |
No. Particulars N03205 | 032026 | 31032025 | 3032 | 032025 | 332024 | 51.03.2025 | SL03.2004
(Audited) | (Aedited) | {Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited) | (Modited) | (Kudited) | (Audited)
L | Total Income from Dperations {nat) B13ET BERAE]| 204TIR3|  Z5THET 1367 BRaGE]| 2BLTIRS|  Z5I1BET
2. | Mat Profit / {Loss) or the parfod {before Tax , Exceptional andfor
Extraprdinary items) 103614 BOSEI| 3E3355] Z25GEHS 10351 BOSS1| 3B335h|  25H3EL
3 | Mat Prafit / [Loss] for the period befare tax Jafter Exceptional and/or
Extrapedinary items) - - 03514 BOSRI| 363355 2GEEES 103814 BOGR1| 3B335h| 2563Eh
i), | Met Prafit / {Loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional andfor
Extraordinary lleme) Bh243 BITT| 244408  DERITY BERT2 BITHE|  246T9E 17155
9. | Total Comprehensive income for the period [comprising Profit/Loss) Refir hidts 2
|| for the periad {after tax] and other comprehensive incame alier tax) o L . - ]
B. | Paid Up Equity Share Capital 1253'9551 TAERS6] 12530956 TEGS0E 1253856 N9e506| 53956 THEEHEE
1. | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserves) TB4TRG LR T R P TaraBaT TG0 WBFIEGT| THmT
securitios Pramium Account B0GZ JB25T1 a0G2Nl)  35EATI B0421 J62aM a0421) 362571
4. | Net Worth FALEEY 1650505 FALLELY IEJ:@H_‘; 2696548 1085 | ZE9ESAR|  IETIOBS
10, | Pasitd up Debt Capital/ Dutstanding Debt 007 0.0 0.a7 0048 T 08 007 (.08
_fl Detit Equiky Ratio 1R 5] (L83 (.53 _E"EI-F 528 IZI-'EIE .28 (.53
2. Earing Per Share (of 07 ach ot continuing and dscartinued operatons)
1. Basic 0,54 1.4 .04 .38 0.56 0.45 2.06 140
& Diluted : U.Efnj (0,56 2.04 138 0,56 (.45 20 150
13. | Capital Redemption Reserve
[ ol bl
i, | Dehenture Redempiion Beserve ot Applicable
Note: 1. The abaove is an exiract of the detailed format of quarterly'yearly Financlal Results filad with the Stock Exchanges under Requiation 33 and 52 of the Listing Requiations. The
full format of the quarterlyyearly Financial Resuits are availabla on the Stock Exchange websites (BSE: www.bseindia.com and NSE: www.nseindia. curnl Bank's websita
{www.ucobank.com| 2. Information retating Lo lotal comprehensive income and other comprehensive income is not furnished as Ind AS is nod vel made applicable inthe bank
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